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PREFACE- 



IF^ in the title of this volame^ the Author 
has used the word <^ Miuistei*/^ in rather an 
unusual latitude ; its adjective will serve to ex* 
plain, and restrict it. The ^^ Domestic'^ minis- 
ter, intends, not the pastor, or preacher; not 
the servant of the Most Hi^ God, who official- 
ly shows unto men the way of salvation— but 
he, who adopts the resolution of Joshua — Aa 
for me and my houses we will serve the Lord. 

The pre$ervation and spread of religkm 
should not depend, exclusively, on a particalar 
order of men, however important their function 
may be. Ml christians, in ttieir respective sta- 
tions, ought to co-operate with those^ who are, 
by designation, workers together with God. 

It ought to be a matter of thankfulness, 
that the number of ministers properly so called, 
who enter into the spirit of their office, and 
preach the truth as it is in Jesus ; is exceed- 
ingly increased. But compared with the field, 
and the vastness of the work, the labourers are 
yet few* A]»d few they would be found, if 
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multiplied a thousand fold ; and we should 
still need^ the property^ the talents^ the influ- 
ence, the example, the exertions, the prayers, 
of all the subjects of divine grace. 

And can their servicer be dispensed with 
— now P 

— God is not the God of confusion, but of 
peace : and He has said. Let every thing be 
done decently, and in order. It is his provi- 
dence that determines the bounds of our habi- 
tation, and furnishes the several stations we 
occupy : and into theae we are to look for our 
duties and opportunities. Men are often led 
out of their own proper sphere of action, in or- 
der to be useful : but it is ignorance, if not dis- 
content, and pride, that tempts them astray. 

As the stream of a river is most lovely and 
beneficial, when it patiently steals along its 
own channel, though it makes not so much 
noise, and excites not so much notice, as when 
it breaks over its banks, and roars and rolls as 
a flood : so good men are most acceptable, and 
useful in their appointed course. Wisdom 
will estimate every man, by what he is, not 
out of his place and calling, but in them. 
There we naturally look after him ; there we 
unavoidably compare him with his obligations ; 
there we see him habitually — and there he 
gains a character, or goes without one. 
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It is to be feared^ that some even of the 
stricter professors of religioD, have a zeal 
of God^ but not according to knowledge* It 
blazes at a distance ; but it burns dimat hcnae. 
In a day like the present^ there will be many 
occamonid calls of public duty ; but it will be 
a sad exclamation to make at a dying hour, 
'^ My own vineyard have I not kept/^ In the 
spiritual, still more than in the temporal neg- 
lect^ '' He that provideth not for his own^ es- 
pecially those of his own house, hath denied 
the faith, and is worse than an infidel/^ 

'' You wish to serve your generation V^ It 
is well that it is in your heart ; but let it be ac- 
cording to the will of 6od. And how doea 
this require you to proceed ? From public rela- 
tion into private, or from private into public? 
Does it order you to waste time and strength^ 
to go to a distance / and begin labouring, 
where difficulties will be too great, and means 
too few, to allow, of your improving the waste^ 
back to your own door? Or, to begiii vsavi to 
cultivate onward ; to clear and fertilize the 
ground as you advice; so as to feel every 
acquisition already nui4e, converted into a re- 
source to encourage, support, and assist you, in 
your future toil ? 

"You long to be useful?^' And why aro 
you not ? Can you want either opportunity, or 
materials — you^ who are placed at the head of 
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families ; you^ who are required to rule well 
your own households ; to dwell with your 
wives according to knowledge; to train up 
your children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord ; to behave towards your servants^ as 
remembering that you also have a master in 
heaven. — Behold, O man of God/ a congrega- 
tion, endeared and attentive, committed to thy 
trust. Behold, a ftock whom you may feed 
with knowledge and understanding ; and be- 
fore whom you may walk as an example in 
word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity. Behold a church in thy house. 
Behold an altar on which to offer the morning 
and evening sacrifice of prayer and of praise. 

-^Here^ observe these things without prefer- 
ing one before another ; here teach and exhort, 
and reproye with all long suffering and pa- 
tience ; here oflRciate— and ^^ Ye shall be nam- 
ed the PRIESTS of the Lord ; men shall call 
you the ministers of our God.^^ 

The remark of Baxter is worthy our regard 
— ^' If family religion was duly attended to, 
and properly discharged, I think the preaching 
of the word, would not be the common instru- 
ment of conversion.'' And Gurnal says — 
" The family is the nursery of the church. If 
the nursery be neglected, what in time will be- 
come of the gardens; and the orchards.'' 
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The Author will not endeftvour to establish 
the duty of domestic worship. Many excellent 
things have been written upon this subject : 
and what he^ himself^ could offer in support of 
tlie practice^ is already before the public* 

It is futile to allege^ as some have done^ 
that there is no positive and express command 
for it in the scripture ; when nothing would be 
more easy^ than to prove the will of God — 
from the simplest deductions, from the fairest 
reasonings, and from the most generally ac- 
knowledged principles. 

The examples of the faithful ; the commen- 
dations which God has bestowed upon them in 
his word ; his promises and threatenings ; the 
obvious and numberless advantages resulting 
from domestic devotion, as to personal religion, 
and relative government — ^with regard to those 
that preside in the family; and as to instruc- 
tion, restraints, and motives — with regard to 
relations, children, and servants : — All this 
must surely be enough to induce any man, 
capable of conviction, to terminate with a brok- 
en heart, the mischiefs of neglect ; and to 
swear unto the Lord, and vow unto the Mighty 
God of Jacob — ^^ Surely, I will not come into 
the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my 



♦ See the Introduction to the Author's Four Volumes of Short 
Diacovrses^ for the use of Families. 



t PREFACE. 

bed^ I will not give sleep to mine eyes^ nor 
slumber to mine eyelids^ until I find out a 
place for the Lord, an habitation for the Migh- 
ty God of Jacob/^ 

As to objections arising from — shame — ^a 
want of time — ^the unfasbionableness of the 
usage — or its interfering with visits or dissipa- 
tions : all this, in a beings who yet owns him- 
self to be a moral and an accountable creature^ 
is unworthy of argument^ and would be too 
much honoured^ by the attempt of refutation. 

There is one thing however, which deserves 
notice. It is the apprehension of inability to 
perform this duty. With respect to some, if 
not many, it is no. breach of charity to conclude, 
that this is an excuse^ rather .than a. reason. 
It is disinclination, or set least, the want of a 
more powerful conviction, that hinders them 
from adopting this salutary usage, rather than 
incapacity. There are few cases in which ihe 
old adage is not to be verified : " Where there 
is a will, there is a way.'^ You feel little 
difficulty in making known your distresses or 
wishes to a fellow creature : and the Lord 
looketh, not to the excellency of the language, 
but to the heart. The facility would be in- 
creased by practice, and the divine blessing. 

And I cannot but earnestly recommend the 
use of free and extemporaneous prayer, where 
it is practicable. There is in it, a fireslmess, 
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a, pftrticakrity, ao appropriateness^ an immedi- 
ate adoption^ and nse of circumstances and 
events^ which cannot be found in the best com« 
posed forms. 

Yet there are those, who have only a slen- 
der degree of religious knowledge ; or discover 
a natural slowness and hesitancy of utterance j 
or feel a bashfulness of t^mper^ so that they 
cannot gain confidence enough even to make a 
proper trial. And this diffidence is often founds 
even with persons of education and understand- 
ing — ^Indeed such, are more likely to feel diffi- 
culty, than the vulgar and illiterate, whose ig- 
norance is friendly to fluency, and whose con- 
fidence is not perplexed by modes of express- 
ion, or embarrassed by ttie influence of reputa- 
tion. 

Now in cases of inability, or extreme 
difficulty, sorely the greatest zealot for free 
prayer, would recommend forms in preference 
to neglect. 

Besides, there are others — many in the es- 
tablishment, and no few out of it ; who, deem 
a form more eligible : and it is needless to re- 
mark^ that they have a right to their opinion : 
and as their practice will of course be regulat- 
ed by it; it is desirable to aid them in their 
own way. 

And surely in this case, as well as in many 
others, where we see so much talent, and reli- 
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^on, and eren devotMmal iaste^ in the oppos* 
ing advocates ; candor requires, and compels 
the concessitHi^ that all ibe arguments, all the 
advantages, cannot be on one side of the ques* 
tion. 

Bigotry delights in exclusion; but the 
meekness of wisdom is satisfied with prefer* 
ence ; and fire^lj sa|rs : Let every one be fully 
persuaded in his own mind. The amiable Dr« 
Watts observes — ^< Many a holy soul has found 
his inward powers awakened, and excited to 
lively religion, in the use of a form, where the 
wanUi and wishes of the heart have been hsp-^ 
pily expressed : and considering the various 
infirmities that surround human nature, even 
the wisest and best of men, may be glad of 
such assistances, at some seasons/^ 

Several books of prayers have issued from 
the press : and it is npt necessary to underval- 
ue, or conceal them, in order to excuse, or 
even justify, another effort in the same cause. 
The great excellency of some of these compos- 
ures is well known. 

Yet it must be confessed, that such works, 
compared with other religious publications, are 
still very few : and that the far greater part of 
what we possess, is more for personal and pri- 
vate use, than domestic. Even in the deserv- 
edly popular volume of Jenks, there are only 
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Jkmly prayen tw one week : the real nn all 
for iniwidudl service. 

Bat whatever might have been the Author^a 
own opinion of the expediency^ or necessity of 
such a work as this — ^in order to furnish a 
greater abundance — or to accommodate a dif- 
ference of tastes — or to excite attention by new- 
ness—or to e&ifj more by brevity and simpli* 
city ; be can truly aver^ that he was principal- 
« ly induced to undertake it at the request of 
many, urged, for years, with importunity. 

In complying with their desires^ he still 
fears he shall not satisfy their wishes. He 
unquestionably has not satisfied his own. In 
the want of that leisure, which allows a man 
to throw his whole soul into the composition of 
his work ; and then to employ all his skill in 
correcting and completing it, he has done, at 
the intervals of much public duty, and inter- 
ruption, for a few months, what he could : and 
such as it is, should it obtain acceptance, he 
shall consider it the greatest honour that could 
have' been conferred upon him, that while liv- 
ing and when dead, the service of God should 
ever be performed in words which he has fur- 
nished^ so imperfectly. 

He can reckon on some esteemed connex- 
ions^ whose partiality, as it has often admitted 
him into their circles as a friend, and employ- 
ed him at their domestic altar as an expositor 
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and intercessor, will retain bim am an assistant,, 
in this volume : and thus while absent in body, 
he will be present in spirit. He is also bless- 
ed with children, who will not neglect a prac- 
tice, to which,, in the order of a happy family, 
they were so early accustomed, and which was 
never rendered irksome by tediousness; and 
they will — he knows they will — strain up their 
children in the same holy and lovely usage : 
and should relationship and endearment, serve 
to render the book the more valued and useful, 
as a sacred bequest to his descendants ; this 
alone would keep him from thinking he had 
laboured in vain. 

PERCY-PLACE, 

April, 1820, 



AD'om^ 



Ite^l.-^MllM-^w 



-^y^#«^V^^ 



THE Author begs leaye to offer a few words, on the 
execution of the work itself, here submitted to public 
attention. 

Famiij prayers ought to be short, especially, where 
ireading the scripture makes a part of the service — and 
it ought always to make a part. Hence the prayers for 
the week-days, may be read in five or s\i^ minutes : those 
for the sabbath are commonly a little longer, as families 
bave then more leisure, and are more united : those for 
particular occasions, as they rarely return, and the events 
are remarkable, are the longest of all, 

A prayer is distinguishable from the repetition of a 
creed; or the annunciation of a system of theology; how 
much more from the sparring and reflections of contro- 
versy ! A tincture of the Author's own particular senti- 
ments, was hardly avoidable : but he has sought afler 
nothing, that would be offensive to christians, who differ 
from him. And as religious persons accord much more 
when kneeling, than sitting ; he ventures to think, no 
one will be unable to join in these forms, who believes 
in the fall of man, the redemption of the cross, justifica- 
tion hy faith, the necessity of divine influence, and of 
that holiness, without which we cannot see the Lord. 
The Author braves the suspicion 6f those, who are illib- 
eral enough to guage a man's orthodoxy, by the use of 
an invariable doxology ; in the words too, which man's 
wisdom teacrheth. Not that he thinks it wrong to close 
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a prayer with a scriptural meaning in human terms ; but 
he prefers the words which the Holy Ghost useth ; and 
where they afford a diversity, why should he be afraid 
to avail himself of it ? In this respect, the sacred writers 
would not hear the ordeal of some system-critics. 

The Author thinks no one can blame him, for using 
90 much of the language of the scripture : there is a sa- 
credness in it ; and it is well known : much of it too has 
been used devotionally : and contains the adorations, con- 
fessions, supplications, and thanksgivings, uttered by men 
of God before us, while kneeling at a throne of grace. 

Besides being scriptural in the diction, he has en- 
deavoured to be very plain and simple. There is a 
great difference between addressing men, and addressing 
God. The least artificial mode of uttering our thoughts 
in prayer, is the b^st. Prayer admits of no brilliancies : 
every studied ornament it rejects with disdain. He who 
feels interested in prayer, will forget all critical and 
elaborate phraseology. And it is an infelicity to be de- 
plored, rather than an excellency to be admired, when 
ingenuity of thought, or surprisingness of expression, 
catches and keeps off the attention, from devotion. There 
are young divines, who not only err in preaching — by 
substituting finery for elegance, and the affectation of art, 
for the eloquence of feeling ; but in their devotional ex- 
ercises too — showing off their tawdrinesses, even in the 
presence of God, and praying in a strained, inflated style, 
unintelligible to the ignorant, lamented by the pious, and 
contemned by the wise. The greatest men have always 
been distinguished by the plainness and simplicity of 
their devotional language. What a difference is there 
between the other conpositions of Johnson, and his pray- 
ers ? No hard word, no elaborate sentence, no classic^, 
no metaphorical allusion is to be found in any of the few 
forms of devotion which he has left us. The same ex, 
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cellency pervades the liturgy. And it is worthy of re- 
mark, that in no prayer recorded in the Bible, is any fig* 
uTff employed, unless as familiar as the literal express- 
ion. 

This, however, does not forbid the use of sentences 
not directly of the nature of petition. Prayer is deeignedi 
not only as an homage to 6od, but as a moral exercise 
to affect ourselves : and to accomplish this pui^>os€, we 
must be informed, or reminded. What, therefore, tends 
to make us feel the things we implore, is not to be coo- 
stdered, as some call it, a preaching or talking in prayer. 
Read all the prayers given us in the scripture : there is 
not one of them which does not contain expressions of en- 
largement, not immi^diately petitionary — ^yet conducive 
to the design. 

With regard to appropriateness, Jenks has observed, 
*' That we may as well expect to find a shoe that will fit 
every foot, as a form, of prayer to suit every purpose.'^ 
Family prayers ipust be necessarily general, or adapted 
to the state of a household, dtvoid of iu peculiarities. 
No form can be made to include every particular cir- 
cumstance, or occurrence : the rery things that would 
render it suitable to one family, would even hinder the 
use of it by another. The Author fears, whether in two 
or three inst0.nces, he has not forg^otten this. 

Yet events and circumstances are perpetually arising, 
»nd it is of g^eat importance to notice them devoiionally. 
Almost every prayer in the scriptures arose out of par- 
ticular occurrences, and was designed to improve them. 
Here is a difficulty, which there is only one way of re- 
movix^. it is by adding some short addresses, applicable 
to certain events and circumstances ; and which the read- 
er may insert, in their proper place, in the prayer; or 
use at the end of it. Many of these, therefore, the Au- 
thor has supplied in the dose of the volume. Many 
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more might have been added, had the prajers been de- 
signed for personal and private use. 

In seventy forms of the same kind, it was not eas/ to 
maintain so much diversity as some would wish. Family 
devotion in itself, admits of less variety, than either pri- 
vate or pubJic worship. But though similarity will be 
sometimes found, sameness, he believes, with a few very 
trifling exceptions, has b^en avoided. This does not 
extend however to the repetition of the same scripture- 
sentences. 

The Author has felt what a difference there is be« 
tween offering, and writing a prayer : but he endeav^- 
oured, as much as possible, when he retired to compose, 
to place himself by thought, in the situation of perform<* 
ance : and followed the same mode in writing, which he 
has always found the best, in praying, to exclude formal- 
ity, and to gain variety, viz. to yield to the present feel- 
ing of the mind, whether it leads' to indulge principally 
in confession, or in thanksgiving, petition, or intercession. 

Some things must be always expressed : others can 
only be admitted occasionally. Yet these should not be 
forgotten. Cases of a£9iction ; the state of public affairs ; 
the nation ; the cause of God in the world : these and 
other things, though not particularized in every exer- 
cise, must be noticed so frequently, as to keep the mind 
alive to them. 

With regard to the prayers for particular occasions — 
such as pertain to days of mourning, fasting, or thanks- 
giving ; and those which respect the beginning and end 
of the year, will draw forth no objection. But as to 
those which regard religious festivals, some will proba- 
bly condemn the Author on the ground of consistency. 
On that ground he is willing to be tried. Consistency 
refers to professed principles : and he avows principles, 
which raise him above any particular body of christians. 
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while yet he deems it his honor to belong to one of them 
in preference to iM* others. 

But his attachment to his regiment, does not make 
him an enemy to the army of which it is a part. Let 
every one of us, says the Apostle, please his neighbour 
for his good to edification. Why should not the Author 
wish to be serviceable to members of other communions, 
as well as to those of his o^u^ 

Dr. Watts, though a firSr Pedobaptisf, has yet com- 
posed and inserted in his excellent book, several hymns, 
adapted to the convictions of those, who practise adult 
baptism, by immersion only. 

And the late Mr. Newton, though an Episcopalian, 
made no scruple, when desired, to draw up a plan for a 
dissenting academy. 

Let us stand in the liberty wherewith Christ has made 
us free* Let not him that eateth, despise him that eat- 
eth not : and let not him that eateth not, judge him that 
eateth, for God hath received him. Who art thou that 
judgest another man^s servant? to his own master he 
standeth or falleth. One ratan esteemeth one day above 
another, another esteemeth every day alike. Let every 
man be fully persuaded in his own mind. He that re- 
gardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord : and he that 
regardeth not the day to the Lord, he doth not regard it 
Here every thing non-essential is left, where it ought to 
be left, to individual conviction and candor. 

Upon these principles, the Author thinks, a dissenter, 
without superstition, may use these forms, on these very 
days ; especially as he is under no compulsion, and he 
has nothing to do with the day, but as a season of leis- 
ure,-and as reminding him of an important truth. 

A christian, however, if he disregards the seasons, 
must love the subjects connected with them : and at some 
time ot other, he may wish more expressly to notice 
2* 
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them : and this he can do, by means of these forms, with 
the omission of a few words. * • 

It is comparatively easy to be long and diffuse, bat to 
be select, and yet full, brief, and yet comprehensive — ^thui 
is the trial. 

The Author could have composed a single prayer^ 
far superior to any of these : but the difficulty lay in the 
number; and the work ii^|^ be ju(^ed of as a whole. 

It is hardly necessary To observe, that with a slight 
alteration, and the substitution of the singular number 
for the plural, most of these prayers will serve for the 
closet, as well as the family. 



ADVERTISEMENT 



TO THE FIRST AMERICAK EDITIOV. 



In xc^i^\ib\i&\iliig WA% last volume 
of Mr. Jsry^ the Amexican H^itoT^ 
eanuot lout lao^^e lie IdaB i^exf OTiued 
an acce]|ita]b\e and. nsefui m;ir?iee. 
Tlie loigh satislaetion^ ^itU ^loLieh 
ot\i«nc ivfoxlS;^ oi t\ie ^ame esteemed. 
autliaT Iciaye \>een xecexveiL in this 
eonntxy, is a sxif&eient xecommenA.- 
ation ol the -j^xesent i^exfornkance, to 
seeuse it genexal attention* 01 its 
intxin^ic^ ox conipaxatiTe TaVne^ tiie 
l^iie iijill judge, ^\ien t\ie^ shaU 
laare giyen it a laithfnl. i^emsal. 
TeVjr altexations Tiaye loeen made in 
the oxiginal yroxlL, eitce^t ^iiexe its 
local ehaxaetex demanded it *, and 
tlientl^ snbjeetlkasljeen adapted to 
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the ciTCTiiiiBtanceB ol our o'wn co\iii«- 
trj, Yiithout "bvealLing the Autlaox^s 
connexion^ ot mateTiaWy affecting 
Ilia st^le • In alevf Inatanees^ ^liexe 
the expTeaaiona ol the ^TiteT seem* 
ed. objectionable, on account ol theix 
obscurity, or t\ie singiilaxity ol tlie 
language used, the sentence liasl)een 
eithex dropped entirely, or so amend- 
ed, as to leaye its meaning ol^yious. 
The vfhole lias l)een siibjected to a 
patient and carelal reyision, and, 
that it might l)e still more complete, 
an Appendix, containing seyeral se- 
lected, and a le^ original lorms ol 
demotion, liaTe l)een added. It is 
no^ commended to tlie attention ol 
the christian public, as a more com- 
plete manual lor the use ol ¥ AMLl- 
"LllB^, than lias liitherto lieen pub- 
lislied. 

Salem. Mass. Dec. 18S0. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

O COME let us worship and fall down, let ns kneel 
before the Lord our Maker, for He is our God, and we 
are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

Yes, O Lord we are thine ; and Thee we are bound 
to serve. We grieve to think, how manj of our fellow 
creatures live without Thee in the world ; and confess 
with shame, that other lords have had dominion over 
u$ : but henceforth, by Thee only, will we make men- 
tion of thy nanfe. We hope Thou hast subdued the 
insensibility and indifference towards Thyself, so awfully 
natural to us ; and awakened in us the inquiry, Where 
is God my Maker that giveth songs in the night ? We 
hope we are disposed to acknowledge Thee in all our 
ways ;. but we feel our need of the exercises of devotion. 
We trust we hold communion with Thee every day; 
but we find week days, to be worldly days ; and our al- 
lowed intercourse with secular concerns, tends to re- 
duce our heavenly impressions^ and to make us forget- 
fnl of our work, and our rest. We therefore bless Thee 
for the return of a day, sacred to our souls and eter- 
3 
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nity ; — a time of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord ; — ^in which, by waiting upon Thee, our hearts are 
enlarged, and our strength is renewed ; so that we can 
mount up with wings as eagles, run and not be weary^ 
and walk and not faint. 

This is the day which the Lord hath made, we will 
rejoice ana b^ glad in it. O let our minds be withdrawn 
from the world, as well as our bodies. Let our retire- 
ment be deyout. Let our meditation be sweet. Let 
our conversation be edifying. Let our reading be pi- 
ous. Let our hearing be profitable — ^and on Thee may 
we wait all the day. 

Afford us the supply of the spirit of Jesus Christ. 
None can need thy succours more than we. Thou 
knowest our infirm ities-rLet thy strength be made per- 
fect in our weakness. Our duties are far above our 
own power of performance — ^Let thy grace be sufficient 
for us. Our dangers are numberless, and we are utterly 
unable to keep oui^elves from falling — Hold Thou us 
up, and we shall be safe. The burdens we feel would 
press our lives down to the ground — Lay underneath us 
thine everlasting arms. Fears alarm us; cares corrode 
us; losses impoverish us: our very affections are thci 
sources of our afflictions; — ^surely man^walketh in a vain 
show, surely we are disquieted in vain : *all, all is vanity 
and vexation of spirit — While in the world we have trib- 
ulation, in Thee may we have peace : and in the multi- 
tude of our thoughts within us, may thy comforts delight 
our souls. 

Yet, O Lord, we would remember, that gratitude be- 
comes us much more than complaint. Our afflictions 
have been light, compared with our guilt; and few, 
compared with the sufferings of others. They have all 
been attended with numberless alleviations : they have 
all been needful ; all founded in a regard to our wel&re ; 
all designed to work together for our good. We bless 
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Thee for what is past, and trust Thee for what is fotnre ; 
and cast all our care upon Thee knowing that Tfaoo 
carest for us. 

Thou hast commanded us to pray for all men, that 
we may he hound hy our very devotions, as we have 
opportunity to do good unto all men, especially mito 
them that are of the household of faith. May we always 
cherish and display hene?o]ent dispositions, towards our 
dependants; forgiving dispositions, towards our enemies; 
peaceable dispositions, towards our neighbours ; and 
candid dispositions, towards our fellow christians. May 
we be able to say with our Lord and Saviour, whosoever 
shall 4o the will of my Father that is in heaven, the same 
is my mother, and sister, and brother ; and pray with 
Paul, Grace be with all themi that love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity. May the goings of our God and King 
be seen, this day, in every Christian sanctuary. Go with 
us to thy house, and ^ive testimony to the word of thy 
grace. May it have free course and be glorified in the 
hearts and lives of those that shall hear it. May it en« 
lighten the ignorant ; awaken the careless ; reclaim the 
wandering; establish the weak; comfort the feeble 
minded; and make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord. 

Remember those who are, this day, denied our ad« 
vantages. Be a little sanctuary to them in the midst of 
their privations ; and let them know that Thou art not 
confined to temples made with hands. And O forget not 
those who never enjoyed our privileges; never smiled 
when a sabbath appeared ; never heard of the name of 
a Saviour — and let thy way be known on earth,^ thy sav* 
ing health among all nations. Our Father which art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name. . Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as wsN^rgive thepi tb^t trespass against us. And lead 
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US not into temptation; bat deliver us from eyil; for 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for er#r 
and erer. Amen. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

WHO is like unto Thee, O Lord, among the gods? 
Who is like Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises^ 
doing wonders ? May we approach Thee with the hu- 
mility which is due to thy greatness, and the hope that 
becomes thy goodness. For though Thou art high, yet 
hast Thou respect unto the lowly ; and though continu* 
ally adored by thrones and dominions, principalities and 
powers, yet Thou despisest not the prayer of the desti- 
tute, but wilt hear their prayer. Our fathers cried unto 
Thee and were delivered. They trusted iu Thee and 
were not confounded. And Thou never saidst to the 
seed of Jacob, seek ye me in vain. 

Behold a company of sinners at thy footstool, earnest- 
ly praying to be remembered with the favor Thou bear- 
est unto thy people, and to be visited with thy salvation. 
We would not overlook the blessings of the life that 
now is. If we have food, and raiment, and agreeable ' 
connexions, and ease, and health, and safe abode, we 
would bless Thee ; for we have no claim to these boun- 
ties, and our present condition renders them valuable. 
But they are not our God ; — 

Give what Thou canst, without Thee we are poor, 
And with Thee rich, take what Thou wilt away, 

— Thou art the strength of our hearts, and our portion 
forever. Whom have we in heaven, but Thee; and 
there is uone upon earth that we desire beside Ttpe, 
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And praise waiteth for Thee, O God, in Zion. Wa 
long to be able, with unshaken confidence, to apply the 
promises of thy grace to ourselres ; and to say, Thou 
shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterwards receive 
me to glory. O say to our souls, in language our con* 
sciences can understand, I am thy salvation : and give hs 
a token for good, that we may rejoice in Thee. 

Yet, O God, we would not rest satisfied with a con- 
viction of our relation to Thee, while we are regardless 
of improving it. May we walk worthy of the Lord, unto 
all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and in- 
creasing in the knowledge of God ; strengthened with 
all might according to his gracious power, unto all pa- 
tience and long suffering with joyfulness ; giving thanks 
unto the Father who hath made us meet to be partaken 
of the inheritance of the saints in light. We can never 
discharge the obligations thy abundant mercy has laid U8 
under ; but may we ever shew that we are sensible of 
them; and that our impressed hearts are asking, what 
shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits towards 
me T While we hear Thee saying, O do not that abomin- 
able thing which I bate, may we be effectually deterred 
from sin, and induced to watch and pray, lest we enter 
into temptation. May thy love be shed abroad in our 
hearts, that none of thy commandments may be grievous. 
May thy glory be dear to us : may we inquire after thy 
will with impartiality, and conform ourselves to it with 
diligencci Uphold us by thy free spirit ; and let the 
words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts 
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our strength and our 
Redeemer. 

Hitherto we have been compelled to exclahn, mj 
leanness, my leanness. We have been no better in »r€- 
ligion, than a bruised reed, or a smoking fiax. But it 
is our mercy that Thou dost not despise the day of small 
things T and our encouragement; — that Thou givesi 
3* 
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' Bore grace ; that. Thou hast promised to perfect that 
which coDcerneth us ; and commanded us to ask and re* 
ceire that our joy may he full. May we, therefore, not 
only be humble but active ; may we not only shake off 
sloth but despondency ; may we be strong inuthe Lord 
and in the power of his might ; and increase with ali — 
the increase of God, till we are filled with all — the ful- 
ness of God. 

Thou knowest what is in man, and what is necessary 
to him. Thou art not only addressing us continually by 
the voice of creation, and the varying events of thy 
providence, but Thou hast given us thy word and thine 
ordinances. We behold our sabbaths, our eyes see our 
teachers, and our ears hear the joyful sound of salvation 
by the cross, and the grace of our Lord Jesus. Proph- 
ets and righteous men desired to see the things that we 
see, and did not see them ; and to hear the things that 
we hear, and did not hear them. But blessed are our 
eyes for they see, and our ears for they hear. Yet we 
would remember, that our responsibility will be an-* 
swerahle to our talents ; that our chief danger results 
from our greatest privileges ; and, that our very bless- 
ings may be converted into a curse. We would there- 
fore fear, lest a promise being left us of entering into 
thy rest, any of us should seem to come short of it? 

Bless this family. May those of us who are at the 
head of it, walk within our house with a perfect heart, 
and set no wicked thing before our eyes. May we have 
a testimony in the bosoms of those who have the best 
opportunities of observing us, that in simplicity and god- 
ly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by thy grace 
we have our conversation in the world, and more espe- 
cially to them-ward. May we conduct ourselves towards 
those who serve us, as knowii^ that we have a Master 
in heaven^ and that there is no respect of persons with 
God ; and may our servants, in fulfilling the duUea of 
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their station, serve the Lord Chriet Iby we tnm op 
imr ebiyrea in the nurture and adnonitioii of tfie Lord ; 
and have the inexpressible satisfactioQ of seeing then 
walk in the truth. We ask not great things for them of 
a worldly nature ; only gire them health of body and 
sgiundness of mind, and food and raiment conTenient and 
sufficient for them : but, O, bless them with all spiritual 
blessii^, and number them with thy saints in glmy 
ererlasting. Pity those parents whose hearts an Meed- 
ing over children of disobedience ; and hear aU the pi* 
Qus, whose irrel^ious relations are forciiig diem often 
to exclaim. How shall I endure to see the destmottcm of 
my kindred. 

Hast not Thou made of one blood, all the nations of 
men that dwell upon the face of aU the earth t Remem- 
ber the work of thy hands. Have respect unto thy ho* 
ly covenant ; and let the world know, that Then hast 
so loved*t^, as to give thy only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not perish, hot hare er* 
erlasting life. 

Hear the prayeii which have, thit day, been offered 
for our native country, for our Rulers, and for the f;of^ 
emment under which we live. It is a good land which 
the Lord our God ha^ given us : Thou hast done great 
things for us, whereof we are ghid. May we never 
grow insensible of our privileges, and provdce Thee, 
by our sins to remove them. May they be continued to 
the latest posterity ; and be sanctified to us, and to our 
children. As Thou hast given us such a distinguished 
rank amon^ the nations, may we be for a name and a 
praise unto Thee, in the whole earth : and as we are so 
largely the subjecto of thy goodness, may we be the in** 
struments too ; and from us may the word of the Lwd 
isound out into every land. 

Now, unto Him that is able to do exceeding abun- 
dandy above all that we tak or diink, according to die 
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power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesua throughout all ages, world withr 
out end. Amen. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

O THOU God of all grace ; the Father of mercies ; 
the hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in the time of 
trouble— Why hast Thou revealed Thyself in such love- 
ly characters, and endearing relations, but to meet our 
dejections, to remove our fears, and induce us to say, it 
is good for me to draw nigh to God. 

We come to Thee as criminals to be pardoned, as 
beggars to obtain relief, and as friends to enjoy com- 
munion with the God of love. We bow with submission 
and gratitude, to the method which Thou hast appointed 
and made known for all intercourse between Thee and 
us. We approach Thee, through him in whom Thou 
hast proclaimed Thyself well pleased, pleading the pro- 
pitiation of his blood, and making mention of his right- 
eousness, and of his only. 

But we can have access to Thee through him only — 
by one Spirit — ^that Spirit, the residue of which is with 
Thee, and which has actuated the souls of thy people, 
in all ages. O give thy Holy Spirit to them that now 
ask Thee. May He open the eyes of our understand- 
ing, and convince us of sin. May He humble the pride 
of our self-righteous hearts, and expel us from every 
refuge of lies. May He glorify Christ in our wants, 
desires, dependance, and application ; and take of the 
things of Christ, and shew them to us. May we be ena- 
bled to receive the Lord Jesus in all his blessings and 
treasures ,• and though now we see Him not, yet belier- 
ing may we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glo- 



FIRST WEEK. » 



rjr. Id all the distresses of conscience, in all the afflic- 
tions of life, and in all the dissatisfactions necessarilj 
experienced in creatnre-enjoyments, may we repair, 
weary and heavy laden to Him^ who has promised to 
give us rest. May the vanity of the world wean as from 
its pursuits : and may the tribulation of the world eii> 
dear the peace which no storm can prevent or destroy. 

May we arise and depart hence : may we confess 
ourselves to be only strangers and pilgrims upon earth ; 
and declare plainly, too plainly to be misunderstood, that 
we seek a better country, even an heavenly. Prepare 
us for all the allotments of this i^ort, and changing, and 
uncertain life. May we have a safe passage out of it, 
and a comfortable passage through it; and be useful 
while we are in it. May we continually iUustrate in our 
character and conduct, the representations Thou hast 
given of thy people, as the dew of heaven, the salt of 
the earth, the light of the world. May we never deem 
it enough to be blameless and harmless ; but may oor 
light so shine before men, that they may see our good 
works, and glorify our Father which is in heaven. 
May we never be ashamed of Jesus or of his words ; 
never be deterred from the prosecution of a knovm duty 
by the fear of man ; and never be discouraged from at- 
tempting it, by a consciousness of our own weakness. 
Having thy sanction and presence may we be strong and 
courageous ; and be steadfast, and unmoveable ; — always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. 

What we know not teach Thou us. Lead us into all 
truth. May we see divine things in a divine light, that 
while they inform our judgment they may sanctify the 
heart, and consecrate the whole life to the service and 
glory of God. Who can understand his errors ? Cleanse 
Thou us from secret faults. Search us O God and know 
our hearts, try us and know our thoughts, and see if 
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there be an j wicked wmy in us, and lead us in the waj 
everlafltinjr. 

Accept of onr united thanksgivings for the preserva- 
tion and refreshment of the past night ; and take us 
under thy guiding and guardian care this day; and 
whether we eat or drink, or whatever we do, may we 
do all to the glory of God, through our Lord and Saviour, 
Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

WE have heard that to the Lord our God belong 
mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled 
against him. Hence, we are encouraged to approach 
Thee. For we are verily guilty, we are deeply guilty. 
If our depravity has not always broken forth into action, 
our hearts have been deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked ; and if our transgressions have not 
been so gross as those of many of our fellow*creatures, 
they have been more aggravated, because committed 
against goodness the most astonishing, light the most 
clear, and advantages the most distinguishing. And 
Thou hast seen all, and abhorred all, and couldst easily 
and righteously have punished us for all. But Thou 
hast not executed upon us the fierceness of thine anger, 
because Thou art God and not man. Neither hast Thou 
treated us with neglect ; but Thou hast remembered us 
in our low estate ; and not only without our desert, but 
without our desire, Thou wast pleased to devise mean« 
for onr restoration to thy favor, and image, and presence. 

We- bless Thee for a purpose of grace given us in 
Christ Jesus before the worW began. We rejoice that 
in the fulness of time he assumed our nature, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross : and 
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that as he was deliyefed £<» on 
raiaed agaki for our joatkicattoD, amd Mc cadioy «p •» 
high, entered into the holy place, aa a proof of the aoA 
ficiency and acceptance of the sacrifice ha offered. We 
rejoice that he has received the whole dispenaatioo ef 
the spirit, and that in him all fulness dwells. And we 
bless Thee for the proclamations of the geepel,> which 
hold him forth to our view in all his grace and glory, 
and unsearchable riches, that we throi^h patience and 
comfort of the scripture might ha?e hope. 

O, Thou €rod of hope, fill us with all joy and peace 
in belie Fing thy promises and iayitalioiis, that we may 
abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost. 
May we esteem all thii^ but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord ; and may we 
supremely desire to win Christ, knowing that he who 
hath the Son of God hath l^e, and shall Berercome into 
condemnation. May we prove that we are joined to the 
Lord, by being one spirit with him : may our sentiments, 
tempers, and conduct, be formed after the example 
which he left us : and may we never consider ourselves 
Christians, but as we long to be like him, and the life 
also of Jesus is made manifest in oar mortal body. May 
we never love a world that crucified the Lord of glory ; 
nor sufier those sins to live that caused him to die. May 
his grace, in becoming poor, that we throi^h his poverty 
might be rich, make us ashamed of our selfishness : and 
may his unexampled love, in giving his life a ransom for 
us, so constrain us, as to render any services or sacrifices, 
for his sake, our delight. 

May He never be wounded in the house of his pro- 
fessed friends : may we rather die than bring a reproach 
upon his cause. May all his followers be dear to us. 
May we recommend him to tho^ that know him not, 
that they may seek him, with us. Let the number of 
those who love his salvation, d^ly increase ; and let the 
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accessions inclade every member of our household, and 
all our absent friends. And hasten, O Lord, the blessed 
hour, when all kings shall fall down before him, and all 
nations shall serve him — And blessed be his glorious 
name for ever ! And let the whole earth be filled with 
his glory. 

We praise Thee as the length of our days and the 
God of our mercy. In the morning we committed our- 
selves to thy care, and Thou hast been with us in our 
going out, and our coming in ; and hast kept us in all 
our ways. Pardon whatever Thou hast seen amiss in us 
through another period of our time. Accept the charge 
of us through the approaching night ; and grant us the 
sleep which Thou givest thy beloved ; as we hope we 
desire it, not only as creatures, but as christians ; not 
only to gratify our feelings, but to renew our strength 
for thy service, and to fit us to glorify Thee in our 
bodies as well as in our spirits, through our adorable 
Redeemer. Amen. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

O THOU omnipresent and omniscient Jehovah, 
Thou art about our path, and our lying down ; and Thou 
art acquainted with all our ways. There is not a word 
in our tongue, but, lo J G Lord, Thou knowest it alto- 
gether. Thou understandest our very thoughts afar off. 
Tea, the darkness hideth not from Thee, but the night 
shineth as the day : the darkness and the light are both 
alike to Thee. 

Known, therefore, to Thee are our sins with every 
aggravation ; and our necessities with all their circum- 
stances ; and, yet. Thou requirest us to confess our guilt, 
and to spread our wants before Thee, in order that we 
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ourselves may be suitably affected with tbem, and be 
prepared for the promised displays of thy goodness. 
Every view we take of ourselves, convinces us that we 
He entirely at thy mercy, and that it is only because thy 
compassions fail not, we are not consumed. We know 
not the evil there is in one sin ; and our iniquities are 
more in number than the hairs of our head. Thou art 
our Creator : but of the rock that begat us we have been 
unmindful, and have forgotten the God that formed us. 
Thou hast nourished and brought up children : but we 
have rebelled against Thee. Thou hast given us laws, 
founded in a regard to our welfare as well as thine own 
glory: but we have said with our lives, if not with our 
lips. Who is the Lord that we should obey his voice ? 
Thou art the perfection of beauty, the centre of excel- 
lency, the source of all blessedness ; and Thee we ought 
to have loved supremely : but we have loved and served 
the creature more than - the Creator : we have loved 
idols, and after them we have gone. Instead of praying, 
Lord, lift Thou up the light of thy countenance upon us, 
We have asked with the multitude. Who will show us 
any good ? Departing from Thee, we have made flesh 
our arm. We have leaned on broken reeds, and though 
they have disappointed our hopes, and pierced us 
through with many sorrows, w;e have often returned to 
the same wretched dependence. Thou hast raised up 
for us a Saviour ; and the gospel has presented to our 
view a plan of redemption and renovation, which the 
angels desire to look into : But we have crowned all our 
guilt, by neglecting so great salvation, and tufning away 
from Him that speaketh from heaven ; and we deserve 
to be for ever excluded from all the blessings of the 
cross. 

O deal not with, us after our desert, but according to 
our necessity ; and where sin has abounded, may grace 
mucb more abound. Over all our un worthiness may 
4 



38 FIRST WEEK. 



grace reiga through righteousness UDto eternal life hy 
Jesus Christ our Lord. It is thy pleasure that we seek 
Thee. The desires we feel are of thine own produc- 
ing. We are willing to be saved in thy own way. 
We love thy salvation — we love it as it is free, and se- 
cures to thyself the undivided glory : and we love it as 
it is holy, and designed to save qs from the power as 
well as the penalty of sin. O visit us with thy salvation. 
Shine into our hearts, and give us the light of the 
knowledge of thy glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
Enable us by faith to embrace thy unspeakable gift. 
May we sit at his feet May we glory in his cross. 
May we imbibe his spirit. May we follow his example : 
and whatsoever we do, in word or deed, may we do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

We extend our wishes beyond the little circle now 
kneeling in thy presence. We have various absent con- 
nexions endeared to our hearts: O place them under 
thy agency, as the God of grace ; and keep them under 
thy care as the God of providence. 

We would remember them that are in bonds, as 
bound with them, and those that suffer adversity as be- 
ing ourselves also in the body. Address to the hearts of 
the afflicted the promise, I will be with thee in trouble ; 
thy shoes shall be iron and brass, and as thy days so shall 
thy strength be. Let glory dwell in our land, and upon 
all the glory may there be a defence. Do good in thy 
good pleasure unto Zion ; build Thou the walls of Jeru- 
salem. Make bare thine arm in the sight of all the na- 
tions ; and let all the ends of the earth see the salvation 
of our God. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with 
us all, now and for evermore. Amen. 
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TUB8DAY EVENING- 

O THOU Trho wast, and art, and art to come, the 
Almighty. With Thee is the fountain of life. In thy 
presence there is fnlness of joy, and at thy right4mnd 
there are pleasnres for evermore. It is our privilege 
as wen as our duty, to draw near to Thee. It is the 
prerogative of our nature, that of all creatures in this 
lower world, we alone are made capahle of knowing, 
resembling, serving, and enjojring Thee. All our de- 
gradafi6n and misery have been produced by our alien- 
ation and absence from Thee : and aril our happiness 
and perfection depend upon our reunion and intercourse 
with Thee. We, therefore, bless Thee for the revela- 
tion Thou hast given us, and by which we learn, that 
thy thoughts towards us are thoughts of peace, and not 
of evil. We rejoice in a new and living way into the 
holiest, by the blood of Jesus, who has once suffered for 
sins the just for the unjust, that he might bring us unto 
God. We pray that the grand design of his sacrifice 
may be accomplished in each of us. May we feel that 
we are brought back from the dreadful distance to 
which sin had conveyed us, an-) that we are one with 
God again : and, henceforth, may the life that we live ' 
in the flesh, be a life of communion with the Father of 
our spirits, and of devotedness to him. May thy service 
be the employment of our days, and the enjoyment of 
our hearts. May we love thy commands, and acquiesce 
in <hy dispensations ; and then we are at the gate of 
heaven. 

We lament that this has been so little the case with 
lis, since' we have known Thee, or rather have been 
known of Thee. We ought to be ashamed to think, 
that, after all the instructions of thy word, the ordinan- 
ces of thy house, and the discipline of thy family, oup 
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ears are still so dall of hearing, and our hearts so slow 
to helieye : that our souls so cleave unto the dust ; that 
we live so much under the influence of things seen and 
temporal ; and feel so little of the powers of a world to 
come. How obscure is our knowledge ; how weak our 
faith ; how low our hope ; how wavering our obedience.; 
how lifeless our worship. O Lord clothe us with humil- 
ity ; and in this attire help us to present Thee the sacri- 
fice of a broken heart and a contrite spirit, which Thou 
wilt not despise. 

And since Thou art the God of all grace, and hast 
commanded us to ask and receive, that our joy may he 
full ; — afford us oiore of the supply of the spirit of Jesus 
Christ, to g'tve more decision to our character, and more 
earnestness to our zeal ; — that with enlarged hearts in 
the way of thy commandments we may run, and not be 
weary, and walk and not faint. May we always realize 
thy presence ; and may the thought, that thine eye is 
upon us, operate as a check to sin, an excitement to da* 
ty, and a source of consolation. May we -bear with 
firmness and submission the various trials of life and reli- 
gion, and derive from them, all the advantage which 
they are designed to afford. May we glorify the Lord 
in the fires, and may every day of trouble afford us an 
opportunity to prove the truth of thy promise, the ten- 
derness of thy care, and the supports of thy grace. May 
tribulation work patience, and patience experience, and 
experience hope. 

But how few, how limited, and how light are the af- 
flictions with which we are exercised. How much 
more reason have we to be thankful than to complain. 
Bless the Lord, O our souls, and all that is within us 
bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O our souls, and 
forget not all his benefits ; who forgiveth all our iniqui- 
ties ; who healeth all our diseases : who redeemeth our 
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lives from deetruction; who crowneth us with loTing 
kindness and tender mercies. 

We praise Thee for the protection, the supplies, and 
the comforts of another day. Take us mider thj care 
for the night on which we have entered. Maj no evil 
hefall us, nor any plagae come nigh our dwelling. R»> 
fresh our bodies, and renew our strength, by needful re- 
pose; and when we awake, may we be still with God, 
and rise to love Thee more, and serve Thee better, 
than we ever have done ; through our Lord and Saviour, 
tp whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

AGAIN we liflt up our eyes unto the hills from- 
whence cometh our help : our help is in the name of 
the Lord God, who mlde heaven and earth. 

Thou art the author of all existence, and the source 
of all blessedness. We adore Thee for making us capai- 
ble of knowing Th^e ; for possessing us with reason, 
and conscience ; and for leading us to inquire where is 
Ood my Maker that^ giveth songfs in the night. We 
praise Thee for all the information with which we are 
favoured, to bring us to thyself; especially the revela- 
tion of the gospel. Here we look into thy very heart, 
and see that it is the dwelling place of pity. Here we 
see thy thoughts towards us, and find that they are 
thoughts of peace and not of evil. Here we see Thee 
waiting to be gracious, and exalted to have mercy. 
Here Thou hast told our consciences how the guilty can 
be pardoned, the unholy can be sanctified, and the poor 
furnished with unsearchable riches. 

May we be found in the number of those who not 
only hear, but know the joyful sound, that we may walh 
4* 
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in the light of thy countenance, in thj name rejoice all 
the day, and in thy righteousness be exalted. May we 
take Thee, the God of troth, at thy word ; and believe 
the record, that Thou hast given to us eternal life, and 
that this life is in thy Son. And since it is not only a 
faithful saying but worthy of all acceptation, that He 
came into the world to save sinners, to Him may we look 
alone for salvation, and with all the earnestness, the 
infinite importance of the case requires. ^ 

And to Him may we immediaUly repair, remembering 
how short and uncertain our time is ; and filled witli 
holy horror at the thought of closing a life of precious, 
but neglected privileges, with the exclamation. The . 
harvest is past, the sumnier is ended, and we are not 
saved'. We long for the experience of a present salva- 
tion, not only in the comforts, but in the renewings of 
the Holy Ghost. We desire to have nothing more to do 
with sin ; and pray as sincerely to be restored to thy 
image, as to be reinstated in thy favor. We implore 
spiritual graces, as well as spiritual blessings ; and pray 
that we may always value religious duties, as religious 
privileges. Deliver us from the disposition of the slave, 
and uphold us, in all our goings, by thy free Spirit : and 
enable us to run in the way of thy commandments with 
freedom and delight. 

May we cherish simplicity and godly sincerity of 
character : may we be in reality before God, what we 
are in appearance before men ; — Israelites indeed, in 
whom is no guile. May we be religious, before we pro" 
^fess religion, and leave the world, before we enter the 
chutf^; that we may not be looking back after its forl^idden 
follies and vanities, but, with our affection set on things 
that are above, walk worthy of Him who has called us to 
His kingdom and glory. 

And while we are the partakers of thy grace, may 
WQ be also the dispensers too. Freely having received, 
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teay we freely grre. May we feel it to be the tnbliBiest 
of all satiefactioiBi, and count it the gfreatest of all re* 
wards, to save a soul from death, and to hide a mnttttude 
of sins. And while endeayouriiig to do good, may we 
be prepared to bear evil. May we cooeider Him who 
endured the oentradictton of sinners against himself: and 
if reviled revile not again ; or if opposed or shghtedi 
never grow weary in well doing. 

But, we bless Thee, that the lines are fallen to ns in 
pleasant places : we are strangers to the sufferings of 
those who have gone before us; and can, not only ait 
ourselves, but call every man his neighbour, mider the 
vine and under the fig tree. May we avail omvelves of 
our opportunities ; and invite those around us to taste 
and see that the Lord is good, while it is called to day, 
Icnowing how soon the night cometh wherein no man cao 
work. 

O God, count us worthy of thi^ caUiE^, and fulfil all 
the good pleasure of thy goodness, and the work of faith 
With power : that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
may be glorified in us, and we in Him, according to the 
grace of our God, ^d the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O THOU that hearest prayer — ^Through him who ia 
the gnceat Intercessor let our prayer come before T^ee 
as incense, and the lifting up of our hands as the Evening 
sacrifice. We bless Thee a» our Creator, the framer of 
our bodies, and the former of our souls within us. We 
praise Thee for the blessings of thy providence, which 
encompass us on every side, and are continued to us not- 
withstanding our unworthinesses; Thou hast not only 
given us life and favor, but thy visitation hath preserv- 
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ed oiir spirit, and secured our personal and relaiire 
comforts. 

But above all, we thank Thee for thine unspeakable 
gift. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. Here our hopes find ianchorage ; here believing' 
we enter into rest; here all our woes and wants find 
redress and supplies. O may our souls be united to this 
Saviour by a divine faith ; he the head and we the mem- 
bers ; he the vine and we the branches. May we be his 
disciples and learn of him ; his soldiers, and war under 
his banner ; his beneficiaries, and live upon his fulness. 
When we think of our transgressions of thy law, may we 
remember him who is the end of the law for righteous* 
ness. When we feel our sin, may we think of him 
whose blood cleanseth from all sin : and when, viewing 
our trials and duties, our weakness makes us despond, 
may we bear the voice that cries, Jkfjr grace is sufficient 
for thee. 

May we be followers of him who was meek and lowly 
in heart, who pleased not himself, who went about doing 
good, who said my meat is to do the will of him that 
sent me, and to finish his work. Subdue in us the self- 
ishness that is so common to our depraved hearts, and 
excite in us a disposition to seek after the welfare of 
others. May sentiments of benevolence and kindness, 
mingle with all our thoughts, words, and actions ; may 
they become more natural, more powerful, more impar- 
tial f may we be good to the unthankful and the unwor- 
thy, that we may be the children of our Father who is 
in heaven, for he maketh his sun to shine on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and the 
unjust. 

Yet may we especially do good unto them that arc 
of the household of faith. May all who do the will of 
«ur heavenly Father, be dear to our hearts. May we 
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prefer Jerusalem above our chief joy. Peace be within 
her walls, and prosperity within her palaces. Let her 
become a praise in the whole earth. And from the 
rising of the sun to the going down of the same, may 
thy name be great amoi^ the Gentiles, and in every 
place may incense be offered unto Thee, and a pure 
offering in righteousness. The harvest truly is great, 
but the labourers are few : command their increase : and 
abundantly bless those who are already employed. 

And may the sincerity of our prayers appear in our 
exertions and sacrifices. May we honor the Lord with 
our substance. In our respective stations may we adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. By every 
kind of consistent co-operation with oar ministers, may 
we become helpers to the truth : and carrymg the ei^ 
fects of the sermons we hear, and dispensing them 
among those who refuse to hear, win them without the 
word. May we never hide it in a napkin, because we 
have only one talent ; but use what we have, that more 
may be given; and be concerned to obtain from the 
Judge of all, the approving sentence, of our having done 
what we could. And may we never despise the day of 
small things; never grow weary in well doing; but 
cherish with patience, as^well as with diligence, every 
serious conviction, every pious tendency, every godly 
impression. 

And let us not labour in vain, nor spend our strength 
for nought. May we be the honored instruments of sav- 
ing some soul from death ; and of producing joy, in the 
presence of the angels of God, over one sinner that re- 
penteth. 

Above all, render us successful among those who are 
more fully under our instruction, inffuence and authori- 
ty. May we rule well our own house ; and have the 
pleasure to see all the members of our family, fellow 
^tizens, with the saints, and of the household of God: 
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Of Trhom, ai^d through whom, and to whom, are all 
things. To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



, THURSDAY MORNING. 

O LORD, Thoa art good, and Thou doest good. 
Thou hast revealed thyself as nigh unto all that call up- 
on Thee, to all that call upon Thee, in truth. May we, 
who now address Thee, be found the heirs of this prom- 
ise ; nor suffer us, to incur the reproach of drawing near 
to Thee with the mouth, and honoring Thee with ouf 
lips, while our hearts are far from Thee. Unite our 
hearts to fear thy name : and grant, that we may wor- 
ship Thee in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and 
have no confidence in the flesh. We remember that we 
are sinners, and acknowledge the multitude and aggra- 
vations of our of!ences. Conscious not only of the reali- 
ty, but the greatness of our guilt, we could indulge no 
hope, hadst not Thou exhibited thy infinite benevolence, 
and revealed a Mediator, in whom Thou art reconciling 
the world unto thyself, not imputing their trespasses un- 
to them. 

Thou hast not left thyself without witness, in that 
Thou hast been doing us good, and giving us rain from 
heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food 
and gladness. But herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Blessed be thy name, we have 
all the certainty we could desire, that with Thee there 
is mercy. That mercy tbe publican sought, and — found : 
that mercy — has never disappointed any that trusted in 
it : that mercy — at this very moment, cries to us — Ask 
and it shall be given yoii^ seek and ye shall find. O 
Lord, we avail ourselves of thy invitation, and plead thy 
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promise. According to the multitude of thy tender mer* 
cies, blot out our transgressions. Create in us, 9ko^ a 
clean heart ; and renew a right spirit within us. 

We hope we are convinced^ that while many thiogi 
are desirable, and some useful, one thing is needful ; and 
that instead of the inquiry, What shall I eat, and what 
shall I drink, and wherewithal shall I be clothed, the 
supreme anxiousness of our soul is, what must I do to be 
saved ? O visit us with thy salvation — in the illumination 
of the mind, and the sanctification of the life ; in all the 
comforts of the Holy Ghost, and in all the fruits of the 
spirit. May we willingly obey all thy commands, and 
cheerfully submit to all thy appointments. In the anni- 
hilation of self-will, and .in the temper of implicit devot- 
edness, may we, as to every duty, say, Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do ? And, as to every event. Here I 
am, let Him do what seemeth Him. good. Grant us pie- 
ty and wisdom to accommodate ourselves to the allot- 
ments of life ; and enable us to maintain a christian tem- 
per and behaviour in all the changing scenes of provi- 
dence, that all things may work together, if not for our 
gratification, yet for our good. 

May we disengage ourselves from the present evil 
world, and be received and acknowledged as the sons 
and daughters of the Lord Almighty. May the right- 
eous be our attractions and delight ; and though few in 
number, and^ despised by the foolish and wicked, may 
we go with them^ because God is with them : and like 
Moses, may we choose rather to suffer affliction with 
the people of God, than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season. 

May we walk by faith, and not by sight. May we 
weigh both worlds, and may the future and the eternal, 
preponderate ; and may this be our growing experience 
as well as profession — as for me, I will behold thy face 
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in righteousness, I shall be satisfied when I awake with 
thy likeness. 

By thy mercies we renew this morning the consecra- 
tion of ourselves to thy service. Go forth with us into 
the concerns of the day. Keep us in all our ways. In- 
numerable are our dangers ; but the greatest of all is, 
•in. Uphold our goings therefore in thy word, and let 
no iniquity have dominion over us. May we abstain 
from all appearance of evil : and the very God of peace 
sanctify us wholly : and may our whole spirit, and soul, 
and body, be preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And to God only wise, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honor and praise, for ^ver 
and ever. Amen. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

O GOD, thy greatness is unsearchable. Thy name 
is most excellent in ail the earth. Thou hast set thy 
glory above the heavens. Thousands minister unto 
Thee, and ten thousand times ten thousand stand before 
Thee. We feel ourselves in thine awful presence to be 
nothing, less than nothing and vanity ; nor do we pre- 
sume to approach Thee, because we are deserving of 
thy notice — for we have sinned^~we have incurred thy 
righteous displeasure — we acknowledge, that Thou art 
justified when Thou speakest, and clear when Thou 
judgest. 

But our necessities compel us ; and thy promises en- 
courage us. Thou art nigh unto them that are of a 
broken heart, and savest such as be of a contrite spirit. 
Thou hast provided and revealed a Mediator, who has 
not only obeyed, but magnil^ed the law, and made it 
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honorable ; and Thou hast made us accepted in the be- 
loved. And we behold an innumerable multitude re- 
turning from thy throne, successful, rejoicing, and en- 
couraging us, to go forward. They were not, though 
all guilt and indigence, refused, or upbraided ; but freely 
obtained pardon, and holiness, and righteousness, and 
strength, and were blessed with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ. 

O look Thou upon us, and be merciful unto us, as 
Thou usest to do unto those that love thy name. Con- 
vince us of sin in its penalty, and in its pollution; and 
indy we mourn over it with a godly sorrow. Give us 
that faith by which we shall be enabled to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; and believing, have life through 
his name. 

And may we not only have life, but have it more 
abundantly. We often question the reality of our grace ; 
but the imperfections of our religion, are too obvious, 
not to be acknowledged, and too great, not to be deplor- 
ed. Our souls cleave unto the dust ; quicken Thou U3 
according to thy word. Strengthen in us the things that 
are ready to die. May we not only live in the spirit, 
but walk in the spirit. By holy resemblances, may we 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ : may the same mind be in 
us which was also in Him ; and may we feel it to be Our 
dignity and delight to go about doing good. 

And as He suffered for us, leaving us an example, 
that we should tread in his steps ; may we learn to suf- 
fer like Him. When reviled, may we revile- not again, 
but commit ourselves to Him that judgeth righteously. 
Whoever may be the instrument of our grief, may we 
never lose sight of an overruling agency, in preparing 
and presenting it ; but be able to say, The cup which 
tnj Father giveth me shall I not drink it. In our pa- 
tience may we possess our souls ; that we may be calm 
5 
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to ioqaire, wherefore Thou contendest with us; that 
weeping may not hinder sowing ; nor sorrow duty. 

We live in a world of changes, and hare here nd 
continuing city-*— may we seek one to come ; and havei 
#ur minds kept in perfect peace, heing staid upon God. 
Be with us to the end of our journey ; and after honor* 
ing Thee^ hy the life we have lived, may we glorify 
Thee, hy the death we shall die. When heart and flesh 
fail, be Thou th« strength of our heart, and our portion 
for ever; at death may we fall asleep iii Jesus 4 and in 
the morning of the resurrection, may He change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like his own glorious 
body ; and so may we be for ever with the Lord. 

Who can understand his errors ? Forgive, O God, tibe 
sins of the past day, in thought, word, and deed, against 
thy divine majesty. We bless Thee for our preserva- 
tion, in our going out, and our comii^ in, and in all ou^ 
ways : and we bless Thee for all the supplies and indul- 
gences, which thy good providence has afforded us. 

And now, O Tliou keeper of Israel, we commit our 
souls and our bodies to thy all-sufficient care. Suffer no 
evil to befall our persons, and no plague to come nigh 
our dwelling. May our sleep be sweet ; or if Thou 
boldest our eyes waking, may we remember Thee, 
upon our bed, and meditate on Thee, in the night 
watches.. 

And with the innumerable company, who never 
slumber nor sleep, and who rest not day and night, we 
would join in ascribing blessing, and honor, and glory, 
and power, unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb, for ever and et er^ Amen. 
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FRIDAY MORNING. 

O THOU, whose name alone i^A Jehovah, the mot| 
high over all the earth. — ^When we consider thy majes- 
ty and thy purity ; and reflect upon our meannen and 
guilt ; how shall we come hefore the Lord, or how he- 
fore the high God ? We are unworthy of thy notice, and 
have rendered ourselves justly obnoxious to the corse of 
thy holy law : and wert Thou to judge us according to 
our desert — the most innocent periods of our life, and 
(he devoutest services in which we have ever been en* 
gaged, would make us shrink back with dredd and de^ 
pair from thy presence. But we are encouraged to :a]>> 
proach Thee, by the revelation Thou hast given us of 
thyself as the Lord Ood gracious and merciful ; the invi- 
tations and promises of thy word ; and the mediation of 
thy dear Son. We rejoice that He put away sin, by the 
sacrifice of Himself ; and being raised from the dead, en- 
tered into the holy place, there to appear in the pres- 
ence ofGod for us. We rejoice that we have now an 
Advocate with the Father to plead our cause, and a great 
High Priest over the house of God, to introduce our per- 
sons and our services. 

May we therefore drtiw near in full assurance of 
faith, believing that all things are now ready ; that we 
are as welcome, as we are needy ; and that the blessings 
we implore, are as gracious, as they are great. Yea, 
Thou delightest in mercy, and hast not only permitted, 
but commanded us to ask, and receive, that our joy may 
be full. O let us not refuse to be comforted : Let us 
not reject the counsel of God against ourselves. Suffer 
us not after provoking Thee, by our rebellion, to offend 
Thee, still more by our unbelief. May we honor thy 
goodness, by our confidence in thy veracity^ and come 
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apd take of the water of life freely. May we wait for 
no qualifications, to entitle us to those provisions, which 
must be bought without money, and without price : but 
may we come as we are — guilty to be justified, unholy to 
be renewed, blind to be enlightened, weak to be strength- 
ened, and indigent to be relieved and enriched. As 
Thou art presenting to us, in the offers of the gospel, 
thy unspeakable gift, may we receive Christ Jesus the 
Lord. May we receive Him immediately without delay, 
f^ordially without reluctance, and impartially without 
exception ; feeling our need of, and acquiescing in, all 
his offices, relations, influences, and blessings. 

As Thou art well pleased in thy beloved Son, may it 
appear that we are well pleased xvith Him ; may we love 
his salvation, and glory in his cross ; may we admire his 
character, and pant after his likeness. May we judge of 
our union with Hioa, by our being new creatures ; and of 
our freedom from all condemnation, by our walking not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. May we try our 
principles by our practice, and our faith by our works. 
May* the origin and certainty of our hope, appear in its 
tendency : may it purify us from sin ; wean us from the 
world ; and cause us to live with our conversation in 
heaven. 

And blessed with a well founded persuasion, that 
when He, who is our life shall appear, we shall also ap- 
pear with Him in glory ; may we bear with patience, 
the trials attached to this present time ; and weep as if 
we wept not. And knowing our obligations to thy grace, 
which has delivered our souls from the lowest hell, and 
is infallibly conducting us to such a vastness of felicity, 
may we be principally concerned to walk before the 
Lord in the land of the living, and to show forth all His 
praise. Whether therefore we eat or drink, or what- 
ever we do, may we do all to the glory of God, 
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But we cannot trust in our own hearts : we dare not 
rely upon our convictions and purposes — ^they have often 
betrayed us. We can only serve Thee in thy own 
strength. We can walk no further than Thou leadest 
us ; we can stand no longer than Thou boldest us. We 
therefore renounce self-dependence; and desire to be 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Let 
thy grace be sufficient for us in the duties and events of 
Uie day, into which we have entered. May we abide 
with God in <^ic respective callings. Whether we are 
alone, or in company, may we be anxious to gain good^ 
and to do good. May we be serious without gloom, and 
cheerful without levity. 

And, now unto Him that is able to keep us from fail* 
ing, and to present us faultless before the presence of 
his glory with exceeding joy ; to the only wise God our 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both 
now and ever. Amen, 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

O GOD ; the day is thine ; the night also is thine. 
Thou makest the outgoings of the morning, and evening 
to rejoice. The heavens declare thy glory f the earth 
is full of thy riches ; and so is the great and wide sea. 
Thou art the maker, and sustainer, and proprietor of all 
things. We are the creatures of thy power, and the 
benefibiaries of thy bounty. But we have sinned against 
heaven and before Thee, and are not worthy of the 
least of all the mercies, and of all the truth which Thou 
hast showed us. We are of those that rebel against the 
light; for we have resisted the dictates of our con- 
sciences ; the dematids of thy law ,- the admonitions of 
6* 
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thy providence ,• am! the calls of the gospel of p«ace. 
We have made fight of those things which angi»h desire 
to took into: we have neglected thy great salraifreB; 
and we deserve that thy wrath should come upon u*, as 
the children of disobedrence. 

But we are in the land of tire living, aad undief a 
dispensation of hope. We flee for refuge td that dear 
Saviour, who said, deliver him from going down into the 
pit, I have found a ransom ; and who himself boT^ eur 
sin in his own body on the tree. O that we may be 
found in Him ; and know, the power of his^ resurrection, 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conform- 
able unto his death. May we not only be justified by 
his blood, and saved from wrath through Him ,- but may 
j(ve derive from Him an influence, that shall subdue our 
iniquities, and change us into his own image, from glory 
to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Deliver us, we pray Thee^ from the views and dispo-j 
sitions, of men of the world, who have their portion in 
this life. May we never look for that on earth, which 
can only be found in heaven.' Bom from above, and 
bound for glory, may we feel the heart of a stranger, 
and pass the time of our sojourning here in fear. Re- 
minded — arnd, O, how often are we reminded? — that 
here we have no continuing city, may we seek one to 
come : and in all the changing scenes of time, know in 
Ourselves, that in heaven, we have a better and an en- 
d\iring substance. 

In our journeyings through a vale of tears, cast u» 
not away from thy presence, and take not thy Holy 
Spirit from us. Be Thou always within sight, or within 
call — for how often shall we have to address Thee ? To 
thy wisdom we must repair for direction, or tve shc^}! 
every moment go astl-Sty. Thy power is our only safety. 
d^ Thou that savest by thy right hand, them that put 
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their trust kt Tfaee, from those that rise up afiiiMt theiiii 
keep us as the apple of the eje, and hide ns under the 
shadow of thy wing. Be Thou our strength in weak* 
ness ; and onr victory in conflict. We dare not say, we 
never will deny Thee— 4Hit O grant that we never may. 
Establish our hearts with grace, and deliver onr feet 
from falling ; and may we be sincere and without offence, 
until the day of Christ. 

These are great blessings for ns to ask— hot we* are 
undone for ever without them — and Thou hast enconr* 
aged us to hope. We plead thy command and thy prom- 
ise — ^Ask and it shall be given you, seek and ye shall find, 
knock and it shall be opened unto you. No suppliant, 
however unworthy, or guilty, was ever rejected, or in- 
sulted at thy footstool : and we come in the name of 
Him who made intercession for the transgressions. Him, 
Thou hearest always— and to Him, witib the Father, 
and the Holy Spirit, be praises for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

O GOD, Thou art great,' and greatly to be feared. 
And Thou art, also, merciful and gracious ; long-suffer- 
ing and abundant in goodness and in truth. May we so 
feel our sinfulness, as to be humbled in the dust before 
Thee, and filled with self-condemnation and self-despair ; 
but let us not shrink back from thy presence, and be 
afraid to place our faith and hope in God. Help us to 
remember, that if we have no claim, on the footing of 
desert, we can plead thy promise, and invitation ; and 
that if the blessings we want are infinitely great, they 
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are dispensed as gifts where freeness delights in the un- 
worthiness of the receiver. 

We, therefore, would neither deny, nor palliate our 
guilt. We know there is evil enough in one sin to 
plunge us into perdition ; hut our offences are more in 
number than the sand ; and they have been attended 
with every aggravation, derivable from light and love, 
means and mercies. Thou hast called, and we have re- 
fused ; Thou hast stretched out thy hand and we have 
not regarded. How often hast Thou wooed and awed, 
blessed and chastised us — and yet we refused to return. 
O Lord, pardon our iniquity for it is great. Let the free 
gift be of many offences unto justification of life ; and 
where sin has abounded, grace may much more abound. 

And as we cannot serve or enjoy Thee, unless our 
nature be changed, as well as our state, O save us by 
the washing of regeneration, and by the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost. Deliver us from the dominion, as well as 
the curse of sin ; and from the love of it, as well as the 
dominion* May we reckon ourselves to*be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. May we view holiness as the beauty and the dig- 
nity of the soul ; and long after greater degrees of con- 
formity to the will and the image of God. May our 
hope purify us : and our religious comforts stimulate, as 
well as relieve. May we never slumber, and lose our 
roll ; never sfeep, and like Saul be robbed of our spear 
and our cruse. May we watch and pray, lest we enter 
into temptation. When we grow indolent and careless, 
awaken us by lively apprehensions of thy presence, and 
of the eternal world, on the borders of which we per- 
petually move ; may we feel the infinite importance of 
improving the few transient periods, intervening be- 
tween us and death ; may we daily and hourly answeip 
some of the grand purposes of life and religion. May 
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every place and erei^y company be the better for as. 
May we diffuse knowledge and happiness by our coDVer<» 
sation, example, and influence } and like our Lord and 
Saviour go about doing good. 

Whatever advantages we possess, may we never for- 
get, that this is not our rest. May we arise und depart 
hence, not by quitting our stations, or undervaluing the 
duties attached to them, but by rising above the world, 
as our portion, setting our affections on things above, 
and having our conversation in heaven. Expecting a 
succession of encounters in passing through an enemy^s 
land, may we take to us the whole armour of God : and 
looking for thorns and briars in our marchings through a 
wilderness, may our feet be shod with the preparation 
of the gospel of peace. 

Fit us for every changing scene ; and in all the 
events that would alarm or perplex us, may our minds be 
stayed upon God, and our thoughts be established. May 
we remember that trials from thy hand are blessings in 
disguise, and that when they come to be unveiled, and 
we can view them in their designs and effects, they will 
draw forth our gratitude and praise. Till we can walk 
by sight, enable us to walk by faith ; and may nothing 
weaken our persuasion, that all thy ways are mercy and 
truth to thy people ; and that all things work together 
for good to them that love Thee. 

We would not forget those that are in affliction-r-Bo 
not Thou, O God, foi^et them. Whatever be their los^ 
ses or distress, help them to say. Yet the Lord thinking 
upon me : and may they know, that thy thoughts towards 
them are thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to bring 
them to an expected end, though it may be by a painful 
passage. Comfort those who are on beds of languishing. 
Enter the house of mourning. Be the father of the 
fatherless, and the husband of the widow, and the friend 



S8 FIE8T WEEK. 



aad helper of the poor unci needj"-*«&d have mercj up^ 
on all men. 

Oar Father, &c. 
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SATURDAY EVENING. 

O GOD — Thou art florioos in holiDesa, fearful la 
praises, continually doing wonders. And it is not one of 
the least of thy wonderful works, that we are yet on this 
side an awful eternity, and not resting the due reward 
of our deeds. We look on each other this evening with 
astonishment, and exclaim. It is of the Lord^s mercies 
that we are not consumed. Our whole life has heen a 
scene of provocation against thy divine majesty : and if 
we, with all our ignorance and self-love, can see so much 
depravity in ourselves, what must have presented itself 
to thy view — ^O Thou, who knowest all things, in whose 
sight the very heavens are not dean, and who seest more 
pollution, even in our duties, than we ever ibund in our 
sins ! There is no health is us. We have no works or 
worthiness to excite thy regard ; and if ever we are sav- 
ed, it must he according to thy own purpose and grace, 
given us in Christ Jesus, before the world hegan. 

We come to Thee in the dear name of Him who lov- 
ed us, and gave Himself for us ; who magnified the law ' 
and made it honorahJe ; who put away sin by the sacri- 
fice of Himself; and now ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for us. This foundation, Thou thyself hast laid in 
Zion, and thy word assures us, that whosoever belie veth 
on Him, shall not be confounded. We hope our depen- 
dence upon Him is not a vain reliance, because we love 
his service as well as his sacrifice, and long to wear his 
image, as well as to be justified by his blood. We hope 
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we are wiHmg to deay oonelT^s^ and tdke up dor croii 
and follow Him— ia the irj^fiMTrtitiim wwi whidmao- 
erer He g^oetb. 

O make us partakers of that aalration whieh 'm de* 
Signed to deliver us from our sins, and to ^ring m i&to 
the glorious liberty of ^e children of God. Put thy 
laws into our minds, and write them in oar hearts, uid 
raider our obedience to thy will holily natural, and de» 
lightful to us. Rectify all our principSes, and giwe as 
clear, and consistent, and influential yiews of divine truth. 
May we never undervalue or neglect any part of thy 
revealed will ; but regard the practice the gospel ew- 
joins, as well as the doctrine it exhibits; prize its com- 
mands as well as its promises ; and cultivate 'sach a dis- 
position, as trill render every religtous doty, a spiritual 
privilege. 

Sanctify us in every relatioB^ office, transaction^ and 
condition in life. Keep us, if we proc^r, from heii^ 
exalted above measure ; and if exereised with adversity, 
sufier us not to be swallowed up of over-much sorrow. 
May divine grace preserve the balance of the mind in 
all our varying circumstances, and teach us; in whatso- 
ever state we are, not only to be content, but to glorify^ 
God, and be an edifying e»unple to those around us. 

May we always be principally concerned for soul- 
prosperity, and be willing to submit to any means, how- 
ever trying, that thy wisdom shall judge necessary, to 
promote and secure it May we so pass through things 
temporal, as not to miss those that are eternal, at last, or 
to lose sight of them, for a moment, now. Too long 
have our feet and our hands been in the mire : O disen- 
gage us, purify us, elevate us ; our souls cleave unto the 
dust, quicken Thou us according to thy word. May 
none of our mercies be lost upon us ; but may they prove 
the means of exciting our gratitude,, warming our devo- 
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tion, and encouraging our confidence. May none of our 
triab be unimproved — ^may they all embitter sin, wean 
us from the world, and endear to us the scriptures, the 
throne of grace, and the sympathy of that Almighty 
friend, who is touched with the feeling of our infirmities. 

May none of our religious opportunities be unsancti- 
fied. May we be thankful for the frequency of their 
recurrence ; may we gladly avail ourselves of them ; 
and instead of resting in the mere outward performance, 
may we be concerned to worship Thee, in spirit and in 
truth, and to obtain from thy word, all the benefits it is 
intended and adapted to afford. 

For this purpose, we implore thy blessing on the 
solemnities- of the sabbath^ which is so soon to open upon 
us. May we in the morning awake with Thee ; and be- 
gin, go through, and end the day, in thy faith, fear, and 
love. May we have satisfactory evidence in our own 
minds, that we do not wait upon Thee in vain ; and may 
our profiting appear unto all men. 

And thus by all the discipline of thy family, and the 
ordinances of thy house, may we grow in grace, and in 
our meetness for the inheritance of the saints in light. 
And when the evening of life itself shall arrive, and we 
are called to retreat from every mortal care, may we 
close the period of toil and trouble, by falling asleep in 
Jesus — and open our eyes on the rest that remains for 
the people of God, and enter the temple above, to go no 
more out. And may the grace of, &c. Amen. 
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SUNDAY MORNING, 

O THOU King eternal, immortal, inyi^ible, dwellings 
in the light which no man can approach unto, and whom 
no man hath seen, or can see. Thoa art incomprehen- 
sible, and the h^hest archangel cannot find Thee out 
anto perfection. Yet Thou hast been pleased to reveal 
thyself; and by means of thy word, we behold Thee in 
every character and relation that can suit onr necessi- 
ties, or encourage our hope. Thy throne is in the 
heavens, and thy kingdom ruleth over all ; and all na- 
tions before Thee are as nothing ; yet Thou condescend- 
est to regard the things that are done in the earth ; and 
despisest not the prayer even of the destitute. Thou 
art exalted above all blessing and praise : our goodness 
extendeth not to Thee — ^but unless thine be extended to 
us, we are undone for ever. Without Thee we can do 
nothing ; we are nothing. In Thee we live, and move, 
and have our being. The iVay of man is not in himself; 
it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. We 
are universally indigent and dependant: but as Thou 
art able, so Thou art willing, to take the charge of us : 
and here we are, the living to praise I'hee ; and to ac- 
knowledge that goodness and mercy have followed us 
all the days of our lives. 

We bless Thee, that Thou hast regarded our souls, 
as well as our bodies ; and no less provided for our fu- 
6 
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ture interests, than our present. When there was Ho 
eye to pity us, Thou didst remember us in our low es- 
tate : and when there was no arm to rescue, Thou wast 
pleased to lay help on one that is ndighty : and Thou 
hast sent thy own Son into the woHd, not to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him might be 
saved. To Him may we turn our believing regards, 
and find in Him the wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption, which, as perishing sinners we need. 
In all our approaches to Thee, may we have boldness 
and access, with confidence, by the faith of Him. May 
ive know that He has borne our grief, and carried our 
sorrow ; and be able to rejoice in 'Him as our sacrifice, 
our sympathizing friend, our almighty helper, and our 
lovely example. May we drink into his spirit. May 
'We transcribe the excellencies of his character, into our 
own. May we pkce our feet in the very prints of hie 
steps ; and follow Him in the regeneration, till we shall 
be perfectly like Him, and see Him as He is. 

We desire to acknowledge Thee in the dispensations 
of thy providence ; and to own thy agency in all the 
events that befall us, whether pleasing or painful. Thou 
hast a right to govern us ; and Thou knowest what will 
best advance our welfare. Maywe commit our way un- 
to the Lord, and be able to say at thy footstool, in un- 
feigned submission. Here I am, let Him do what seemeth 
Him good, rf darkness veils thy dealings with us, may 
we trust and not be afraid ; believing, that what we know 
not now, we shall know hereafter ; and that the de vel- 
opement of thy conduct will issue in perfect satisfaction 
and praise. 

. We bless Thee for the institutions of religion, in the 
use of which Thou hast promised to draw near to those; 
that draw near to Thee. We rejoice in another of the 
days of the Son of man : may we call off our minds from 
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the cax)es of the world, and attend upon the Lord with- 
out distraction. Quicken and elevate our souk, that 
rising above the formality of devotion, we may come 
even to thy seat, and enjoy a little of the blessedness of 
those that have entered thy temple above, and are sing- 
ing the song of Moses and the Lamb. We are going to 
assemble in the house of prayer — ^pour upon us the spir- 
it of grace and of supplication ; and rank us in the num- 
ber of those, who hunger and thirst after righteousness. 
We are going to the house of praise — awaken in us. eve- 
ry grateful and cheerful emotion, and may we speak to 
ourselves in.psaJms, and hymn«,.and spiritual songs, sing- 
ii^, and imkmg n^elod^r m our hearts, unto the Lord. 
We ane repairing to. the house of instruction^ — Enable oa 
to- receive th(B kingdom of God s^ a little child. Teaclj^ 
us of thy ways. Lead us into all truth. And let us be. 
neither barren qoi; unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Loiid and Saviour Jesu3 Christ 

For thj& pucpose, let thy presence go with us : and. 
l#t thy word come to us, not in word only, but in power, 
aod in. the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance. Bless, 
all the cburcbeSiOf Uie faithful; and the ministers of the 
everlastJug gospel, of every name, and of every nation. 
Clothe thy priests with salvation; and let thy saints, 
shout aloud for joy. Remember our counti:y in all its. 
lawful iatei;est8, domestic and foreign. Bless the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and all that are in authority — 
May thjey rule ia thy fear, and' be guided, by thy couri^ 
sel ; and may the people lead quiet and peaceable lives 
i^ all godliness and honesty. Make us glad according 
to the days wherein Thou hast afflicted us, and the years 
wheveitt we have seen evil. Let thy work appear unto 
thy servants, and thy glory unto their children, and let 
the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us ; establish 
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Thott the work of oar band upon us, yea, the work of 
onr hand establish Thou it. 
Our Father, &c. 



SUNDAY EVENING 

WHEN we consider the heavens the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars which Thou hast ordain- 
ed, Lord, what is man, that Thou art mindful of him, or 
the son of man that Thou yisitest him. In thy sight the 
heavens are not clean ; and Thou chargest thine angels 
with folly — With what truth therefore may we, and with 
what humiliation ought we, to exclaim. Behold we are 
vile ! 

And yet, we believe — help Thou our unbelief, that 
Thou waitest to be gracious unto us, and art exalted to 
have mercy upon us. And Christ also has once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring U9 
unto God. Through his obedience unto death, even the 
death of the cross, it is honorable in Thee, to save all 
that come unto Thee by Him : and Thou art faithful and 
just, as well as gracious and merciful, in forgiving us our 
sins, and in cleansing us from all unrighteousness. 

We bless thy holy name, for a foundation on which 
the guilty, the depraved and the helpless, can build a 
hope that maketh not ashamed ; for a refuge from the 
curse of a broken law : for a foundation opened for sin^ 
and uncleanness : and for a fulness, from which we can 
receive, and grace for grace. We want to appropriate 
and realize, all the representations given of the Saviour 
in thy word ; and to find him to be, in bur own experi- 
ence, what thy people have found him to be, in all agea 
q£ the world. May our persons and our services be ac- 
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cepted in the belo?ed. May we be justified freely by 
thy grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Je- 
8113. May we be toved by the washing of regeneration, 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost. We are wearj 
and heayy laden, give us rest. We are depraved in all 
onr po:i¥ers — work in us to will and to do of thy good 
pleasure. We are ignorant — fill us with the knowledge 
of thy will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, 
that we may approve things that are excellent, and be 
sincere and without offence, till the day of Christ. 

Many eyes are upon us — ^lead us in a plain path be- 
cause of our enemies. Many watch for our halting^— 
but, may we put to silence the ignorance of foolish men, 
and constrain them by our good works, which they be- 
hold, to glorify God in the day of visitation. 

Some did run well, but are hindered : they began in 
the spirit, but are now walking in the flesh. We trem- 
ble for them — and we tremble for ourselves : we pray 
for them, and we pray for ourselves. Recover and re- 
store them, and keep us, by thy power, through faith 
unto salvation. May we never draw back ; never turn 
aside to the right hand or to the left ; never stand still ; 
never look back; never seem to come short through 
unbelief, but be always abounding in the work of the 
Lord — and so much the more as we see the day ap- 
Ifi'oaching. 

Though we are ignorant of the future, and know not 
what a day may. bring forth, keep us from being of a 
doubtful mind- May we be careful for nothing. May 
we go on our way rejoicing, persuaded that all thy dis- 
pensations are designed and adapted to prove, that Thou 
carest for us. 

We can even now, see much of thy wisdom, right- 
eousness, and kindness, in events, that once perplexed 
us, and alarmed ; and what we know not now, we shall 
6* 
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know hereafter. Soon the mystery of providence will 
be completed and explained. Soon shall we have pass- 
ed these dark and mournful regions ; and then our sun 
shall no more go down, nor our moon withdraw herself; 
for God shall be our everlasting light, and the days of 
our mourning shall be ended. 

And till we arrive at heaven, our home, may we 
gratefully avail ourselves of all the advantages afforded , 
us in our journey. We bless Thee for wilderness privi- 
leges ; for the manna ; the streams of the smitten rock ; 
the fiery cloudy pillar ; the tabernacle and the ark. We 
bless Thee for the sabbath, the sanctuary, and the min- 
istry of the word. We bless Thee for the opportunities 
we have, this day, enjoyed in waiting upon Thee. 
Many, who love thy salvation, have passed the sacred 
hours, in solitude. Many have had no means of grace to 
invite their attendance. And many who have been assem- 
bled together, have not heard the gospel of the grace of 
God, in truth. O let not our privileges increase our guilt, 
and aggravate our condemnation, so that it shall be more 
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah, in the day of judg- 
ment, than for us. Let not the truths we have been 
hearing, visit us only as weekly guests ; but may they be 
residents in our hearts. May the word of Christ dwell 
in us richly, in all wisdom. And though the exercises in 
which we have been engaged are transient, may the ef- 
fects produced by them be deep and durable ; may the 
sabbath pervade the week, and the spirit of devotion ac- 
tuate us in the absence of its fofkns : whether we eat, or 
drink, or whatever we do, may we do all to the glory of 
God.' 

Bless, O bless, the rising generation, the sources of 
future families and communities. When the clods of the 
valley shall be sweet about us, may they be found a seed 
to serve Thee. Many of them have had the advantage 
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of religious education ; they have seen pious ezamplei ; 
they early kneeled at the domestic altar ; from infaiyj 
they knew the holy scriptures, and have often been 
alarmed, often melted under the word preached: and 
frequently have they been ready to subscribe with their 
own hand, and surname themselves by the name of Is- 
rael. O let not these promising appearances and begin- 
nings be destroyed. O let not the wild beast oat of the 
wood, carry off the lambs of the flock : but may the 
Shepherd of Israel, gather them with his arm, and carry 
them in his bosom. 

Regard all thy professing churches. Bless them with 
soundness, of doctrine ; purity and liberalit]r, of disci- 
pline ; and sanctity and amiableness of character, in their 
members : and the Lord add to his people, how many 
soever they be, an hundred fold. Yea, let a little one 
become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: 
and all the families of the earth be blessed, in J9tf?»— 
who is all our salvation, and all our desire — ^to whom be 
glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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O THOU King eternal, immortal, and invisible — we 
would adore Thee, and take shame to ourselves: and 
though allowed to approach thy divine majesty, we 
would never forget the sentiments of humiliation and 
contrition, which become such creatures as we are. 
Father, we have sinned against heaven and in thy sight, 
and are not worthy to be called thy children : we are 
not worthy of the least of all thy mercies. Yea, we 
have merited thy displeasure : and thy righteousness 
would be completely acquitted in our destruction. 
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O, for hearts of ilesh ! Lord, produce in us that sen- 
siUlity of soul, which will lead us to feel our yileness, to 
deplore our guilt, and to cast ourselves at thy feet, ah- 
horring ourselves, and repenting in dust apd ashes. And 
impart to us that faith, which will enable us, to hope in 
thj word, and derive strong consolation from the invita- 
tions and promises of the gospel. We are come to im- 
plore the greatest blessings the God of love can give ; 
but our application is not presumption : we are come to 
call Thee, Abba Father, to enter thy house, to sit down 
at thy table, to lean on thy arm, to walk with God ; but 
we are not come unbidden or uncalled : Thou hast call- 
ed us by thy grace ; and it is thy commandment that we 
should believe on the name of thy Son, Jesus Christ. 
Lord, we assent, we submit, we depend, we apply. 
Since He came into the world to save sinners, we take 
Him as our Saviour ; and glory in Him, as made of Thee, 
to us wisdont and righteousness, sanctification and re- 
demption. 

And, O, may our minds be fixed and filled with admir- 
ing thoughts of his person and offices ; may our hearts 
be inflamed with a sense of his boundless compassion 
and love. By the new and living way which he has not 
only revealed but consecrated for us, may we come to 
Thee ; and eiJjoy all the advantages of a state of recon- 
ciliation and friendship with God. May the most open 
and familiar intercourse, be maintained, between Thee 
and our souls. To Thee may we commit our way and 
our works ; and in every thing by prayer and supplica- 
tion make known our requests unto God : and be Thou 
always near, to guide us and to defend; to relieve us in 
trouble, and to help us in duty. And may we walk hum- 
bly with our God ; wondering at the condescension, that 
deigns to regard our mean affairs; the patience, that 
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bears with our manners ; and the kindness, that employs 
so maoj means to adrance our everlasting welfare. 

We grieve to think, that a worid so full of thy honnty, 
should be so empty of thy praise. O that meo would 
praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men. Bless the Lord, all his 
works, in all places of his dominion, bless the Lord, O 
my soul. 

Again, thy visitation hath preserved our spirits. 
Through the dark and silent watches of the night, thou 
bast suffered no evil to befall us, nor any plague to come 
nigh our dwelling. And we are not only the living to 
praise Thee, this momin^f^ — but the distinguished, and 
the indulged. Many who have seen the light of the 
day, as well as ourselves, are encompassed with want, 
and pain, and wretchedness— but we have all thing* 
richly to enjoy. 

Thou takest pleasure in the prosperity of thy ser* 
vants: may we always take pleasure in the advance- 
ment of thy glory. Thou art never weary in doing us 
good ; may we never grow weaiy in well doing. Thy 
mercies are new every morning; every morning, by 
thy mercies, may we present our bodies a living sacri- 
fice, holy and acceptable, which is our reasonable 
service. 

And to the God of our salvation, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be ascribed, the kingdom, the pow- 
er, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amon. 
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O THOU, in whose presence angels bow, and arch- 
angels veil their faces, enable us to serve Thee, with 
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reverence and. gfiify, feao. O Thou, who art a Spirit, 
and reqnirest truth- ia the uuvard parts, help- us- to wor- 
ship Thee inspirit andin U*uth» O sightoous Father, 
we would not come to Thee harbouring the love of any 
sin in our bosoms : for Thou hast.aasuced us, that if we 
regard iniquity in our heacts, Thou^ wilt not. hear ua. 
We must address Thee as sinners ; but we acknowledge 
our transgression, and our siu is ever before us ; we de« 
sire to have nothing more to do* with- idols; we hate 
every false way ; and long to be Israelitea indeed^ in 
whom ia no guile* 

Nor would we,^ QGod^ appear in thypvosence,, mt^ 
dnJgii^ a woddl^p temper,, and. seeking, aftes aa alwndr 
ance of those thingis,^ that afford no satisfaction in th» 
possession^ and pesiah ia the uaiag. Aftes ail thee*, 
things, do th£ Gentiles^ scek^ and our iMsai^enly Faithaj?,. 
knoweth what things we have need of, bet!t>r« w# a«k 
Him ; and wiUi adiainiftter thenx as- our want«t and wel- 
fare may revise. We ace hastening towards an hous, 
which will shaw u^ the vanity of ail eajrthly pursuits and 
possessions. When, a few moffo suns, have roUed on^^is 
ufi, it will he a matter q£ indijSereoice„ whether we have 
been rieh or poos ; s^accessfid in our enterpriKes, or dii»% 
appointed ; admired o£ our feUo¥iF«creatures, or despi6>^ 
ed — But it will be of eternal moment to us, that we have 
mourned for sin;, tibat we have hungered and tiiirsted 
after rAghteou3ness ; that we have loved the Lord J^esus 
Christ in sincerity ; and gloried in }hs cross^ 

May these objects, therefore, however despised of 
men, engross our chief solicitude. May we labour for 
that meat, which endureth unto everlasting life : may 
we lay up treasRve in. heafven ; may we seek the honor 
that Cometh from God only. O, remember us with the 
favour Thou bearest unto thy people, and visit us with 
thy salvation. Deliver ua from the condemnation of the 
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law, and the bimdagre 6£ comiptMii, -wid hmg vm into 
the glorioas Ubertj of the children of God. Jastify w 
fredly from all. things, Hmd^yenew as in the spirit of our 
minds. Produce tn us those )princt|tie6 and dispositions, 
whiah will ren^r t% service perfect freedom ; and 
make it our meat to do the will xlf oar heavenly Fattier, 
and to finish his work. 

Expel from our minds all sinful fear and shame, and 
with firmness andxourc^e may we confess the Redeem- 
er before men, and go forth to Him without the camp, 
l)earing his reproach. And may our zeal be according 
to knowledge. Fill us with all wisdom and spiritual un- 
derstanding. May we walk circumspectly. May we 
never take a wrong course, or a wrong step. May we 
venture on nothing, without asking counsel of God. 
Without prejudice, may we repair to the scriptures, and 
kneeling before the divine oracles, ask, Lord, what wilt 
Thou have me to do ? May we faithfully study our con- 
ditions and connexions in life, and observe every dispen- 
sation of thy providence, that we may see how we can 
honor Thee in our body and spirit, and serve our gener- 
ation according to the will of God. 

Thou hast commanded us to be pitiful, and to pray 
for all men. We would remember, that every moment 
of pleasure to us, is a moment of anguish to some ; and 
thsct while our health and our relative comforts are con- 
tinued, many are confined to beds of languishing, or sigh- 
ing. Lover and friend hast Thou put from me, and mine 
jicquaintance into darkness. In the multitude of their 
tly^ughts within them, may thy comforts delight their 
souls ; and if not in the suffering, jet in the review of 
their trials, miaiy they be -able to say. It is good for me 
that I have been afflicted. Let not the prosperity of the 
successful destroy them ; or the table of the indulged, 
prove a snare. In every state may the voice be heard 



7iS SECOND WEEK. 

and obeyed, arise and depart hence, for this is not your 
rest. 

We know not what a day may bring forth ; yet we 
would not be anxious in prospect of the future, nor per- 
plex ourselves with that care about events, which, it is 
our duty and privilege, to cast upon Him, who careth 
for us. We would keep our minds in perfect peace, be- 
ing stayed upon Thee. Assure us, that nothing can be- 
fall us without thy permission, appointment, and admin- 
istration ; assure us that Thou hast engaged.to make all 
things work together for our good — say to our hearts, I 
will never leave Thee nor forsake Thee — 

Grant us thy counsels for our guide, 

And then receive us to thy bliss ; 
All our desires and hopes beside, 

Are faint and cold compared with this. 

Amen. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

O THOU God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob ; 
the God of all the righteous, and of all that hunger and 
thirst after righteousness : blessed are the people that 
are in such a case, yea, happy is the people whose God 
is the Lord. May we be fellow heirs, and- of the same 
body, and partakers of thy promise, in Christ, by the 
gospel. 

We hope in thy word. There we see Thee, not oh 
a throne of judgment, whose term would make us afraid, 
but on a throne of grace, waiting to be gracious, and ex- 
alted to bare mercy. There we hear Thee saying, not 
— ^Depart ye cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels, but — Look unto me and be ye 
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saved, all the ends of the earth, for I am God and there 
is none else. Thej that know thy name, will put their 
trust in Thee, for Thou Lord hast not forsaken them 
that seek Thee. How many glorified in heaven, and 
what numhers now living on earth, are thy witnesses, O 
God, exemplifying in their recovery from the ruins of 
the fall, the freeness, and riches, and efficacy, of thy 
grace. All that were ever saved, were saved by Thee, 
and will, through eternity, exclaim, Not unto us O Lord, 
not unto us^ut to thy name give glory, for thy mercy 
and for thy truth's sake. ' And after all thy communica- 
tions. Thou art the same Lord, over all, and rich unto 
all, that call upon Thee. Thou hast the same ear to 
hear, the same heart to pity, the same hand to deliver. 
But Thou hast chosen to transact all thy concerns 
with us through a Mediator. In Him, it hath pleased 
Thee, that all fulness should dwell. Him Thou hast ex- 
alted at thy own right hand, to be a Prince and a Sav- 
iour, to give repentance unto Israel and remission of 
sins. 

To Him therefore may we look ; on Him may we 
entirely depend ; and in Him, with all the seed of Israel, 
may we be justified and glorified. May we know how to 
derive relief from his sufferings, without losing any of 
our abhorrence of sin, or longing after holiness. May 
we feel the double efficiency of his blood, in tranquilliz- 
ing our consciences and cleansing them : may we delight 
in his service as well as his sacrifice ; and under the 
constrainings of a love that passeth knowledge ; may we 
live, not to ourselves, but to Him that died for us and 
rose again. 

In all our approaches to Thee, may we have bold- 
ness and access, with confidence, by the faith of Him. 
Give us much of the spirit of grace and of supplication. 
By a constant readiness for the duty, and a frequent poi> 
7 
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formance of it, may we pray without ceasing ; and by 
guarding^ against every discoaragement, may we pray, 
and not faint. 

May we cherish a grateful and cheerful disposition j 
not murmuring and repining, because all our wishes are 
not indulged, or because some trials are blended with 
our enjoyments ; but sensible of our desert, and impress- 
ed with the number and greatness of thy benefits, may 
we bless the Lord at all times, and may bis praise con- 
tinually be in our month. And may our grilitude be re* 
al, and practical, and increasing with our obligations. 
Enable us to inquire. Lord what wilt Thou have me to 
do ? Enable us to resolve, I will walk before the Lord in 
the land of the living 5 enable us to pray — 

Make me to walk in thy coiamands, 

^Tis a delightful road ; 
Nor let my head, or heart, or hands, 

Offend against my God. 

We commend to thy pity, and thy power, all those 
who are any way afflicted in mind, body, or estate. May 
the young find it good to bear the yoke in their youth : 
may they that know Thee not, be chosen in the furnace 
of affliction : and may thy own people find Thee a very 
fresent help in trouble. Be favourable to our land. 
Let those that are at the helm of public affairs be men 
of understanding, and know what Israel ought to do. 
May our magistrates be men fearing God and hating cov- 
etousness: make our officers peace, and our exactors 
righteousness. Let not oppression be ever seen on the 
side of judgment, nor a perverse spirit be mingled in the 
midst of the people. Let glory dwell in our land, and 
upon all the glory may there be a defence. May the 
grace of, &c. Amen. 
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TUESDAY EVENING. 

O THOU, that hearest prayer, nnto Thee skall all 
flesh come. Lord teach us to pray. We have reason 
to fear, that the language of our lips, and the feelings of 
our hearts, in our religious exercises, haye not always 
agreed. We have frequently taken carelessly upon our 
tongues, a name never pronounced aboye, without the 
deepest reverence and humility. We have often desir- 
ed things which would have proved our injury : and we 
have deprecated things which have proved some of our 
chief mercies. We have erred, both on the side of our 
hopes and fears ; we are unfit to choose for ourselves ; 
we are convinced, that the way of man is not in himself, 
it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. We 
know not what to pray for as we ought — Let thy Spirit 
help our infirukities ; and produce in us those views and 
dispositions which will lead us to ask according to thy 
will, and then we know Thon hearest us. 

With regard to temporal blessings, may we never 
he importunate ; may we always refer them, to thy fa- 
therly goodness ; for Thou knowest that we have need of 
these things before we ask Thee — ^But may we seek 
first in time and attention, thy kingdom and righteous* 
ness. May we value things by their relation to eternity. 
May we never think we prosper, unless our souls pros- 
per : that we are rich, unless we are rich towards God : 
that we are wise, unless we are made wise unto salva- 
tion. May our spiritual and everlasting welfare be ouk 
chief solicitude, and may we be conscious to ourselves, 
that we would rather be ^oor, and afflicted, and despis- 
ed — if blessed with much of the life of God fn our souls ; 
than to be admired by our fellow men, and be 8ucces»- 
A)l in our enterprizes, and have more than heart ctuk 
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wiah — i£ these things should prove the means of our for- 
getfulness of God. 

Having found this world to be dreams and lies, vanity 
and vexation of spirit, may we arise and depart from it, 
and seek our happiness in thy favour, and image, and 
presence, and service. And though we are unworthy to 
be regarded by Thee, especially after we have so often 
refused Thee, receive us graciously ; justify our per- 
sons, and renovate our nature ; and put thy laws into our 
minds and write them in our hearts : and be Thou to us 
a God, and may we be to Thee a people. Endear to us 
that Saviour, whose unexampled love led Him to suffer 
the just for the unjust, that He might bring us unto God. 
May we never dare to think of coming to Thee in any 
other way ; but may we always have boldness and ac- 
cess, with confidence, by the faith of Him : yea, may we 
joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we 
have now received the atonement : and not only so, but 
may we glory in tribulation also, knowing that tribula- 
tion worketh patience, and patience experience, and ex- 
perience hope. 

For blessed be thy name, we live not in a fatherless 
world ; nor are our minutest affairs forgotten before 
God. The hairs of our head are all numbered j our los- 
ses and trials are not the effects of chance, but events, 
in which thy wisdom and mercy are, now concerned, 
and will be hereafter, displayed. We know that all 
things work together for good, to them that love Thee : 
may our character therefore, and not our condition, be 
the object of our anxiety. May we ascertain, that our 
heart is right with Thee, and be careful for nothing. 
Having given ourselves unto the Lord, may >Ve remem- 
ber that we have a right, from thy holy word, to depend 
upon Thee, to provide for us, and to manage all our 
concerns, even to the end. 
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Discharged from the toil and the torment of care, 
may we feel ourselves at liberty to enjoy the advantages 
and comforts of our condition in life, and above all to 
pursue our work as christians. May we be attentive to 
duty : may we inquire, how we can best serve our gen- 
eration, and glorify Thee in our body and spirit. May 
h6liness to the Lord be inscribed upon all our time, and 
talents, and substance ; and may the inquiry of our 
grateful hearts, every moment be, What shall I render 
unto the Lord for all his benefits towards me ? 

Thou hast made the outgoings of another morning 
and evening to rejoice. Thou hast crowned the day 
with thy goodness. Let the night witness thy care and 
kindness : and may we enter on another portion of our 
time, not only under fresh obligations, but with new de- 
sires and resolutions to be for ever thine. 

Our Father, &c. Amen. 



-Odo-roao- 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O THOU Most High ! enable us to feel and to ex- 
press, becoming regards towards Thee, as the Creator 
of the ends of the earth, (he Preserver of men, the Gov- 
ernor of the universe, ihe 3u6ge of all, the Saviour of 
sinners. Thy greatness is unsearchable, but thy good- 
ness is infinite. It is because thy compassions fail not, 
that we are not consumed. Thou hast ndt only pro- 
longed our unworthy lives under numberless provoca- 
tions, but Thou hast afforded us every needful supply 
and indulgence. Thy mercies have been new every 
moraing, and every moment. Through thy good hand 
upon us, we have been rescued from the {iggils of anoth- 
er night ; our repose has been xmterrified and tindis(tax^ 

•sf* 
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ed ; sleep has refreshed our hodies and renewed our 
strength ; and we find ourselves surrounded at the com« 
mencement of another day, with all our accustomed 
privileges. 

But O God, we can never be sufficiently thankful, 
that we have our existence in a christian country, and 
where we can hear words, by which we may be saved. 
O how important, how suitable, how encouragiii^ are 
the discoveries, the doctrines, the promises, the invita- 
tions, of the gospel of peace. We are lost ; but here is 
presented to us a free, full, and everlasting salvation. 
We are left without strength ; but here we learn, that 
help is laid on one that is mighty. We are poor and 
needy ; but here we behold the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. We are blind and ignorant ; but in Him are hid, 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. We thank 
Thee O God for thine unspeakable gift, and we cordially 
accept of thy mercy extended to us, through the media- 
tion of thy dear Son. We rejoice that He has been de- 
livered for our offences, and raised again for our justifi- 
cation ; and that He is now exalted at thy own right hand 
to be a Prince and a Saviour. We abandon every other 
refuge to hide in, and every other foundation to build 
upon ; and make Him our only hope, and our only confi- 
dence. And while we depend on his death, and make 
mention of his righteousness only, we admire his example, 
and desire to be conformed to his image. May we put 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and increasingly resemble Him, 
idKwe life was beneficence ; whose soul was meekness 
and humility ; who pleased not Himself; and who, of 
obedience the most tryii^ and difficult, could say, I de- 
light to do thy will O my God^ yea, thy law is witihin my 
heart. May his glory fill our minds ; may his love reign 
in our affections ; and at his cross, and at his tomb, may 
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we burn with ardour to live, not to ourselTes, bot to Him 
that died for as and roee again. 

Let the number of his followers daily increase ; and 
may none of our friends be found among his enemief. 
Pour thy Spirit upon our seed, and thy blessing upon our 
ofispring. Let our sons be as plants grown up in their 
youth, and our daughters as comer stones polished after 
the similitude of a palace. May our domestics be the 
servants of God ; may they do his will from the heart ; 
and be prepared for that world, where those who serve, 
will be as those who are served, and all the distinctions 
now necessary, will be done away, and none remain, but 
those which arise from character. And whatever be our 
conditions in life, may we fill them as christians ; may we 
escape the snares to which they expose us ; dischai^e 
the duties that grow out of their circumstances ; enjoy 
with moderation and gratitude their advantages ; and im- 
prove with decision and diligence, their opportunities 
and resources of usefulness. May every place and every 
company, in which we are found, be benefited by us. 

And whatever may be the opinion of our fellow crea- 
tures concerning us, may we be satisfied and happy, in 
iiaving the testimony that we please God. 

We are now going forth into the concerns of another 
day. Take us under thy protection and influence. 
Guide us in all our steps. Enable us to realize thy pres- 
ence and thy providence. Succeed us, in all our lawful 
endeavours, or prepare us for disappointment ; and assure 
us, that we are in the number of those to whom all things 
are working together for good ; and who will for ever 
acknowledge — Marvellous are thy works Lord God Al- 
mighty, just and true are all thy ways, O Thou King of 
saints. Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

GOD over all, blessed for evermore. We desire to 
acknowledge thy Being and agency ; to adore thy per- 
fections, and to admire the works of thy hands. Thou 
hast made summer and winter. Thou hast appointed 
the moon for seasons, and the sun knoweth his going 
down. The day is thine : the night also is thine : and 
Thou makes t the outgoings of the morning and evening 
to rejoice. To that throne, from which none were ever 
repulsed or sent away empty, we again approach for mer- 
cy and grace to help in time of need. Let our prayer 
come before Thee as incense, and the lifting up of our 
hands as the evening sacrifice. Preserve us from for- 
fnality, in these exercises in which we so daily engage ; 
and alarm our fears, lest we should provoke Thee to 
say. In vain do they worship me. 

For this purpose, enable us to realize thine all-seeing 
e^'e ; to remember with rchom we hate to do, and what 
we have to do with Him : may we deeply feel the guilt 
of the sins we confess, and hunger and thirst after the 
blessings we implore. And while we review the num- 
berless blessings we have received from thy hands, may 
we be more than ever sensible of our un worthiness, that 
our hearts inay be unfeignedly thankful, and that we may 
be disposed to show forth thy praise, not only with our 
lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to thy ser- 
vice, and walking before Thee in holiness and righteous- 
ness all our days. 

He that is our God is the God of salvation, and unto 
God the Lord belong the issues from death. We bless 
Thee this evening, as the Preserver of men. Another 
ilay has been added, hj thy good providence, to the sea- 
son of thy long suffering, and the time of our preparation 
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for eternity. We lament that the design of onr being 
placed and continued here, has been so imperfectly sub- 
served ; that in so many things we have offended ; and 
in all, come short of the glory of God. If, where much 
is given, much will be required, and the servant who 
knew his Lord^s will, and did it not, shall be beaten with 
many stripes — if Thou Lord shouldstmark our iniquities, 
O Lord, who shall stand ? We cannot answer Thee for 
one of a thousand of our transgressions : the review of a 
single day is enough to plunge us into despair — our only 
relief is, that there is forgiveness with Thee ; and that 
with Thee there is plenteous redemption. 

But while we hope in thy mercy, we would not abuse 
it. We would not sin that grace may abound; or be 
evil, because Thou art good. But since Thou art good 
and ready to forgive, we would the more sincerely 
grieve, that ever we have offended a Being, so worthy 
of our devotedness ; and be the more concerned in fu- 
ture, to walk so as to please Thee. 

Create in us a clean heart, and renew a right spirit 
within us. Set a wateh, O God, upon our mouth ; keep 
the door of our lips. And in simplicity and godly sincer- 
ity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by thy grace, may we 
have our conversation — in the world, and in the church, 
and in the family. 

We again commend ourselves to thy care. As Thou 
hast been through the day, our sun and our shield ; be 
Thou through the night, onr shade and our defence. 
Undisturbed by anxieties, unalarmed by fears, undistress- 
ed hy pain, or indisposition, may we retire and enjoy re- 
pose. Remind us, by putting off our garments, and lying 
down to sleep, of putting off the body, and sleeping in 
the grave, the house appointed for all living. Prepare 
us for the night of death ; the morning of the resurrec- 
tion ', and the day of judgment 
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And all we implore, is through the mediation of Him, 
who bore the sins of many, and made intercession for 
the transgressors, to whom, with the Father, and the 
Holy Spirit, be endless praises. Amen. 



THURSDAY MOaNING. 

WE would address Thee, O God, in the language of 
the publican — ^which so well becomes us ; and say, from 
our hearts, God be merciful to me a sinner. Sinners we 
are by nature and practice ; sinners thy word proclaims 
us to be ; sinners, we hope, we feel ourselves to be ; 
and acknowledge that Thon art justified, when Thau 
speakest, and clear, when Thou judgest. 

Yet, Thou hast not leR us to despair : nor have we 
a mere perad?enture to encourage us — ^who can tell if 
God will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind 
him that we perish not ? We have all the assurance we 
could desire, that with the Lord there is mercy, and 
with Him, plenteous redemption. Conscious of the 
number and heinousness of our offences, we could not 
have approached Thee with confidence, without a pre- 
vious token for good. But Thou hast stretched forth 
the golden sceptre ; and said — Touch and live : I will 
be merciful to thy unrighteousness, and thy sins and in- 
iquities will I remember no more. May we encourage 
ourselves, by a sense of thy all-sufficiency ; by faith in 
thy promises ; and hj views of the experience of others : 
and ask and receive, that our joy may be full. To that 
dear refuge, in which so many have been sheltered from 
every storm, may we repair : and in that A)untain for 
sin, always open, and free for all, may we be cleansed 
from all our defilements. 
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Lord, we believe — ^help Thou our unbelief— that wn 
is exceeding sinful; it is the abominable thing which 
thy soul hateth ; and this, and — this alone, separates be- 
tween Thee and us. Thou canst not contradict the es- 
sential perfections of thy nature ; and Thou canst qot 
make -us happy with thyself, till Thou hast made us holy 
like thyself O Thou holy God, deliver us from all our 
iniquities ; and make us such creatures as Thou canst 
take pleasure in, and such creatures as can take pleas- 
ure in Thee. While many are asking. Who will show 
us any good ? may the cry of our heart be. Lord, lift 
Thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. May 
we consent to the law of God, that it is good ; may we 
delight in thy law, after the inner man. May we never 
complain of the strictness of thy demands, but mourn 
over our want of conformity to them. May we esteem 
all thy commandments, concerning all things to he right, 
and hate every false way. Put thy Spirit within us, that 
our practice may spring from principle, and our disposi- 
tions be congenial with duty ; so that we may resemble 
Him who could say. My meat is to do the will of Him 
that sent me, and to finish his work. 

We live in a world of changes ; but with Thee there 
is no variableness, nor shadow of turning. May we 
know, that Thou, the eternal God, art our refuge, and 
that underneath us are thine everlasting arms. Crea- 
tures die ; friends and relations die ; the fathers, where 
are they ? And the prophets, do they live for ever ? But 
the Lord liveth, and blessed be our rock, and let the 
God of our salvation be exalted. 

May we never forget that we are mortal — ourselves. 
May we never put the evil day far off. May we fre- 
quently and seriously think of a dying hour : may we 
faithfully inquire, What will be its issue with regard to 
us, and what preparation we have for it. And may we 
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nerer rest satisfied, till we are enabled to view it, as the 
period of our release, and the end of our conflict ; till 
we can say with Paul, Thanks be unto God who has giv- 
en us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Take us, this day, under thy protection : and make 
use of us for thy glory. Let thy presence go with us ; 
and do Thou give us rest. Let thy love sweeten our 
comforts; and thy grace sanctify all our trials. We 
consecrate ourselves to Thee, body, soul, and spirit. 
Accept of our persons and services ; and enable us — to 
ascribe, blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, un- 
to Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, 
for ever and ever. Amen* 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

O GOD, all thy works praise Thee, and thy saints 
bless Thee. By thy mercies, we again surround this 
family altar, and engage in the exercises of devotion. 
May we be concerned to worship Thee, a holy God, in 
the beauty of holiness ; and to worship Thee, who art a 
Spirit, in spirit and in truth. Such worship alone, thy 
word requires ; but such worship, thy grace alone can 
enable us to render. For we know from th}*^ word — and 
from our own experience we know, that without Thee 
we can do nothing. All our sufficiency is of Thee : do 
Thou work in us to will, and to do, of thy good pleasure. 

We would call to remembrance our true character 
and condition before Thee. We would not go about to 
establish our own righteousness, or seek to deny or ex- 
tenuate our guilt. We are not only unprofitable ser- 
vants, but condemned criminals : we confess the number 
and ofiensiveness of our transgressions, and acknowledge 
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that we deserve to perish. But we bless Thee for the 
everlasting consolation and good hope, through grace, 
which the gospel affords ; for the news of a Mediator be- 
tween Thee and as : of an High Priest, who has put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself: of an Advocate with 
the Father, who ever lives to make intercession for us ; 
and of a Saviour, in whom it has pleased Thee, that all 
fulness should dwell. 

Produce in us, all the feelings of those who are bless- 
ed with repentance unto life. Give us that faith by 
which we can be justified from all things, and have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. To the Re- 
deemer's cross may we retreat, and there find security 
and relief, refreshment and delight. Assure us of an in- 
terest in thy favor, which is life; and clothe us with 
thine image,' which is the beauty and dignity of the soul. 

We bless Thee for thy word, which we have been 
reading. May it dwell in us richly in all wisdom. May 
we yield a suitable attention to its various parts. May 
we make it, not only our song in the house of our pil- 
grimage, but the man of our counsel, a light unto our 
feet, and a lamp unto our paths. May we take it along 
with us, into all the concerns of life ; and whether we 
are rich or poor, whether we are parents or children, 
whether we are appointed to govern or serve, may we 
walk by this rule, that mercy and peace may be upon us. 

May we ever be willing that the Lord should choose 
our inheritance for us, and. readily and piously accom- 
modate ourselves, to the dispensations of thy providence. 
May we never lean to our own understanding : may we 
never take a step, without asking counsel of the Loi-d, 
nor be unwilling to take one^ at the intimation of tby 
pleasure. May We never think that Thou art less wise, 
and righteous, and good, in a cloudy and dark day, than 
in a shining one ; when we cannot trace Thee, may we 
8 
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trost ; and walkh^ by faith, and not by sigfaty be (Mj 
persuaded, that just and right are all thj ways^ O Thou 
Kmg of saints. 

Regard those, who may be uader the pressiare of af* 
ilictioB, Be with them in trouble. Thou knowest the 
anxieties of thy people, lest by any of their temper or 
carriage in tbe evil day, they should injure the religion 
they profess : let thy grace be sufficieiift for them : let 
faith and patience have their perfect work : let diem 
glorify Thee in all their trials. 

Bless all in authority orer us, and so rule their hearts 
and strengthen their hsmds, that they may punish wick^ 
edness and vice, and maintain true rehgion and virtue. 

May all those who are placed above others in Condi- 
tion, go before them in the pri^essios of truth, and tbe 
practice of holiness, and be examples to all inferior ranks 
in society. 

And may the grace of, &c. Amen. 
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FRIDAY MORNING. 

O THOU eternal God ! with Thee is the fountain of 
.life. Thou art the Father of men and angels. Thou 
art the Governor of the universe, and the Jud|g;e of all. 
Thou dost from thy throne behold all the dweHers upon 
earth: and there is not a word on our tongue, or a 
thought in our heart, but lo ( O Lord, Thou knowest it 
altogether. And Thou art not a God that hast pleasure 
in wickedness, neither can evil dwell with Thee. 

How then can we presume to enter thy presence, 
who have rendered ourselves guilty before Thee, and 
have provoked thy righteous displeasure. O wretched 
creatures that we ate ! We have wearied thy patience, 
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we hBFe abufied thy goo^esi, W€ hara trmmpUtd oo I by 
authority, and we have said unto Clod, Df^part from «f, 
we desire not the knowledg'e of thy w^ys. Wc iic ml 
thy mercy. If Thou pity us not, we are umdoni^. But 
Thou art long su fife ring, not willing' that any should per- 
ish. Hast Thou not sworn by !hy§elf, that Thou hunt 
no pleasure in the death of Him thirt ilielh ? Hii^t Thfm 
not dehrered up thine own Son for us nil ? And nitt 
Thou not, witit iHm, atsu freely give tis Ettl IhiDgsf 

Through Him as the way, the trutJi, and th<i Uf^i'^ 
may we return to Thee ; and t^nd Tbee, watttng^ to be 
gracious^ and exalied to have mercy upon u»* Awnken 
OUT consciences. Enlighten na in the knowledge of lia 
and of ourselves. May we feel our personal dopraritj, 
miflery^ and helplessness ; and from gejf-de&pair, may we 
he led to value the dii^coveries of the gospel, and to flee 
for refuge to lay hold upon the hope get before ui» 
May we rejoice in tlie stiitahleness* the all-sul!icien€j, 
and the perfect wiUiogness of the Saviour ; and find in 
Hinij for ourselves^ individually^ wisdom, and righteon&- 
uess, and sunctification, and redemption. A* our Propb' 
t^ A €t, may we receive his instructions. As our High Priest, 
I^L inaj we rely on his sacrifice and intercession. Aa our 
^^M Ptince^ may we obey Him* As our example, may we 
^^B follow Him : and whatsoever we do in word, or deed^ 
^^^ »ay we do all in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

\ Maj integrity and uprightness preserre u«. May wc 
IM^ \>e Israelites indeed, in whom is no guile ; and hereiii 
^^M Ifxercise ouraelve^, to have always a conscience void of 
^^n offence, towards God, and towards man. May the sanie 
^^XJmlnd govern us, and the same spirit actuate us, in pros* 
^HPperity aod adversity ; alone, and in public ; in thy house, 
^^ and in our own; may we fulfil our course with diligence 
and perse veranr.e ; and at last, finish it with joy. When 
we have parsed the wilderness, and oiar eyes behold the 
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flwelliDgs of Jordan, bid our anxious fears subside ; and 
give us an abundant entrance into the everlasting king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour. 

But, O Lord, we would not reach that felicity alone. 
May we awaken the attention of others, and induce them 
to join us in the path of life ; ever remembering, that if 
we convert a sinner from the error of his way, we shall 
save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude 
of sins. May we thereforie seek every opportunity 
of usefulness : may we walk in wisdom towards them 
that are without; holding forth the word of life, and 
adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things — 
lOo whom, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and for ever. Amen. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

O GOD, Thou art greatly to be feared in the assem- 
bly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them 
that are about Thee. Thou art King of kings, and Lord . 
of lords : Thou art the blessed and only Potentate ; 
Thou only hast immortality — thy greatness is unsearch- 
able. But thy name is love. Thy compassions never 
fail. Thy mercies are over all thy works ; and Thou 
hast displayed the exceeding riches of thy grace, in thy 
kindness towards us, by Christ Jesus 

We are not only allowed, but even enjoined to seek thy 
face ; and assured, that they who seek the Lord, shall not 
want any good thing. We acknowledge that we have for- 
feited all claim to thy rej^ard, and are not only unworthy, 
but guilty. We are convinced, that if ever we are saved, 
it must be according to thy mercy, for there is nothing in 
us, from which our recovery can arise,, or on which our 
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liope can fix. But Thou hast commended thy love to- 
wards us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us — died for the ungodly. And Thou hast sent the 
gospel to announce the intelligence, and to certify, that 
whosoever believeth on Him shall not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

O Thou God of all grace, as Thou hast given us a 
Saviour, produce in us that faith by which we shall be 
enabled to receive Him, and make Him all our desire, 
all our hope, and all our glory. May we enter Him as 
our refuge ; build on Him as our foundation ; walk in 
•Him as our way ; follow Him as our guide ; and conform 
to Him as our example. 

May we never be ashamed of Jesus or of his words ; 
but go forth to Him without the camp, bearing his re- 
proach. May we never draw upon ourselves reflections 
by unholy or imprudent conduct, nor count it a glory, 
when buffeted for a fault, to take it patiently : but if we 
suffer for truth and righteousness^ sake, may we rejoice 
that we are partakers of Christ^s sufferings ; knowing 
that when his glory shall be revealed, we also shall re- 
joice with exceeding joy. 

May we never make the multitude our model ; nor 
wait for the company and countenance of others, when 
conviction, derived from thy word, excites us to advance. 
Like Caleb, may we have another spirit, and follow the 
Lord fully : and with Joshua, say to all around us, Choose 
you, whom you will serve — ^but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord. 

Preserve us from the present evil world. May its 
smiles never allure, nor its frowns terrify us from the 
path of duty : may its vices never defile, nor its errors 
delude us. May we live, not looking at the things which 
are seen and temporal ; but as heirs of immortality, may 
we feel that we are strangers and pilgrims on earth, and 
8* 
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declare plainly that we seek a country. And may out 
title to it daily become more clear ; and our meetness for 
it more perfect ; and our foretastes of it more abundant. 

May our house be the tabernacle of the righteous ; 
and let it be ever filled with the voice of rejoicing and 
of salvation. May those who are stationed at the head 
of the family, know their duty towards those who are 
placed under their care ; and may they know their duty 
to us : and in our several relations may we walk by the 
rule of thy word, that mercy and peace may be upon us ; 
and. that observers may exclaim, Behold, how good and 
how pleasant a thing it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity. 

Bless the religious denomination to which we be- 
long ; and let every christian church flourish. Wherever 
we see the grace of God, may we be glad ; and willingly 
leave, to the Author of all good, the choice of his own 
instruments. Bless the Government of our country. 
Regard in mercy, all its lawful interests, domestic and 
foreign. Sanctify and perpetuate, and extend, our reli- 
gious advantages. Let thy word have free course, and 
"be glorified. Let thy way be known on earth, and thy 
saving health among all nations. 

And now, unto Him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly, above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the 
church, by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world with- 
out end. Amen. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

O GOD, Thou art glorious in holiness, fearful ia 
ipcaises, doing wonders. And it is not one of the least of 
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thy wonderfal doings towards the children of men, that 
we are on this side an awful eternity, and not reaping 
the due reward of our deeds. Our whole life has been 
a series of provocations, against thy diyine majesty. Our 
offences have not only been countless, but aggravated. 
Conscience has rebuked us; friends have admonished 
us ; the examples of the wise and good have reproached 
and encouraged us. Thou hast often called us to reflect 
tion and repentance, by the smart of the rod ; and invit- 
ed and allured us, by a profusion of kindnesses. Out 
iniquities are increased over our head, and our trespass 
is gone up into the very heaven* And Thou hast seeil 
all our sins ; and Thou hast abhorred all ; and Thoa 
couldst have easily and justly punished us ; yet Thou 
hast spared us ; and instead of finding ourselves, this 
morning, in the phce where even God has forgotten to 
be gracious, and liAing up our eyes in hopeless torment, 
we can lift up our eyes unto the hills, from whence 
Cometh our help. 

In ourselves we are poor, and wretched, Mid misera- 
ble, but Thou, whom we have offended, even Thou, 
hast provided every supply for our souls ; and with the 
announcement, we have the invitation, Come for all 
things are now ready. O Lord, we thankfully obey thy 
call ; we accept of thy goodness : we acquiesce in all the 
appointments of the gospel. We believe the record 
Thou hast given of thy dear Son — that there is salvation 
in hone other, but that in Him there is plenteous re* 
demption ; and apply to Him for all the benefits result- 
ing from every ofiice he sustains in the church. We 
give up our minds implicitly to his instruction ; in the 
sacrifice he once offered, we trust and glory ; we re^ 
vere, we love his authority; and pray that his grace 
may reign in us, through righteousness unto eternal life^ 
We would not — we will not — ^love a world that crucified 
Him. We will not cherish, or endure, the ain that put 
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Him to grief; or fiuffer Him to be wounded in the house 
of his friends. At the same cross, which relieves our 
consciences from a burden too heavy for us to bear, we 
would learn lessons of self-denial, forgiveness, and sub- 
mission : we would feel motives to obedience ; and find 
resources for all the exigencies of the divine life. 

For we rejoice to think, that by his being made a 
curse for us, the blessing of Abraham comes upon the 
Oeutiles, and that we can receive the promise of the 
Spirit, by faith. For his sake, give thy Holy Spirit to 
them that now ask Thee-— as a Spirit of grace and of 
supplication, of truth and of holiness, of peace apd of 
consolation : aad may we not only possess — ^but be filled 
with the Spirit. 

May we never consider ourselves, as detached indi- 
viduals. May we look not, every man, on his own 
things only, but also on the things of others. Never 
may we ask with Cain, when reproved for unkindness, 
or urged to beneficence. Am I my brother's keeper? 
But may we love our neighbour as ourselves. May we 
do good even to the unthankful and the unworthy; may 
we teach transgressors thy ways, and be the means of 
converting sinners unto Thee : and may none of our ef- 
forts be rendered fruitless, by inconsistency of character, 
and reproacbfulness of conduct. May we ^c what w^ 
profess ; and do as well as teach. May all our connex- 
ions see as well as hear our religion ; and be constrain- 
ed to acknowledge, that we are the seed which the Lord 
hath blessed. 

We bless Thee, that again we have laid us down in 
peace, and slept, because Thou, Lord, only makest us 
dwell in safety. Into thy hands we commit our bodies 
and spirits, for our going out and coming ia, this day. 
We are more exposed by day than by night ; more sur- 
rounded with evil ; and more liable to the seductions of 
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sin. May we ever regard sin as our greatest foe, and 
holiness as our noblest attainment. And whether we 
are in solitude or society, lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil ; for thine is the kii^dom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and erer. Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

O GOD, Thou hast made, and Thou upholdest all 
things by the word of thy power. Darkness is thy pa- 
vilion. Thou walkest upon the wings of the wind. All 
nations before Thee, are as nothing. One generation 
passeth away, and another cometh ; and we are hasten- 
ing back to the dust from whence we were taken. The 
heavens we behold will vanish away like the cloud that 
covers them ; and the earth we tread will dissolve like 
a morning dream ; but Thou, incapable of change, inde- 
pendent of the vicissitudes of time, and the perishing of 
worlds, art, from everlasting to everlasting, God over 
all, blessed for evermore. 

Infinitely great and glorious as Thou art, we are thy 
offspring and thy care. Thy hands have made us and 
fashioned us. Thou hast watched over us with more 
than parental tenderness. Thou hast holden our soul in 
life, and not suffered our feet to be moved. Thy divine 
power has given us all things, not only necessary for 
life, but godliness. Bless the Lord O our soul, and for- 
get not all his benefits ; who forgiveth all our iniquities ; 
who healeth all our diseases ; who redeemeth our lives 
from destruction ; who crowneth us with loving kindness 
and tender mercies ; who satisfieth our mouth with good 
things, so that our youth is renewed like the eagles. 

We raise this evening a fresh memorial, and inscribe 
it to the God of our salvation. Hitherto hath the Lord 
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helped Q8. We hwtm faaed not only thrai^h anotlier 
day, hmt throagh anodMr week. The sun has not mit- 
ten OB by day, nor Um OMon by night We have foeea 
preserved in onr going out, and coining in. But thine 
has been the vigilanee, that turned aside the enls which 
threatened us. Thioe have been the supplies that have 
nourished us. Thine the relations and friends that have 
delighted us. Thine have been the means of grace 
which have edified us : and thine the book, which, amidst 
all our enjoyments, has told us, that this is not our rest ; 
and in all our successes, that one thing is yet needful. 

Nothing can equal the number of thy mercies, but 
our imperfections and sins. These O God we would not 
conceal, or palliate ; but confess them) with a broken 
heart and a contrite spirit. 

In what a condition would our closet-reviews leave 
us, this evening— were it not for the assurance, that 
there is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be 
feared, and with Thee plenteous redemption. Yet Yvhile 
we hope for pardon, through the blood of the cross, we 
pray to be clothed with humility ; to be quickened in 
thy way; and to be more devoted to the things that be-* 
long to our everlasting peace. 

How soon has the week rolled away ! Its days have 
fled like the visions of a dream. So will all our days 
flee ; so will they all appear when the end arrives. O 
help us to keep that end in remembrance ; and endea- 
vour to view things now, as they will appear, from the 
borders of the grave. May we know how frail we ajre, 
that we may be cured of the folly of delay and indeci- 
sion : and so number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wisdom. 

May we call the approaching sabbath a delight, the 
holy of the Lord, honorable : and may we honor Thee, 
in not doing our own ways, nor finding our own plea«> 
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ures, nor speaking onr owa words. May the private 
noments of the daj, be sacred ; and the social, innocent 
and edifying. And may we keep our foot, when we go 
to the house of God, and offer not the sacrifice of fools. 
Let us not ga as tbey go, and diC as th«y 0(t, and hear thy 
words — ^but do them not. 

Preserve us from triflhif iifiHi tiie things of the soul 
and eternity, or trusting in those privileges, which, un- 
improved, will only augment our guilt and «ur misery. 

Thy people, the Jews, were distinguished by thy fa- 
vors, above all the families of the earth : but wrath 
came upon them to the uttermost. The churche« of 
Asia, provoked Thee to remove the eandlesliek out <^ 
its place; and they were left in darkness. We have 
awfiil examples still nearer. How many, who once 
heard and professed the gospel, have been turned by the 
abuse of it, into apostates and infidels, blasphemers and 
persecutors — Tenfold more the children of bell than be- 
fore : while numbers who yet maintain the form of god- 
liness, are too hardened to feel the power of it. 

While, therefore, we go to thy bouse, in the multi- 
tude of thy mercies, may we in thy /ear worship towards 
thy holy temple : for Thou art greatly to be feared in 
the assembly of the saints. O let us not perish under 
means designed to save us — O let not the savour of life 
onto life, prove to us only the savour of death unto 
death. 

Make the^lace of thy feet glorious. Bring us to thy 
holy mountain, and if we are not made joyful in thy house 
of prayei^—convince us, alarm us, humble us, banish the 
spirit of the world (rom our hearts, and fill us with all 
the fulness of God. 

So we thy people and the sheep of thy pasture, will 
give Thee thanks for ever, we will show forth thy praise 
throughout ail generations. Amen. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

O GOD, we desire witb all reverence and hcimility, 
to approach Thee, as a Being infinitely great and glori- 
OQS. Thou art the perfection of all excellency, the 
fountain of all life, and the source of all blessedness. 
How immense is the family of creatures^ produced by 
thy word, and depending on thy care. Millions are vis- 
ible ; and myriads of myriads, in the air, the earth, and 
the sea, are invisible : and all these, have their wants 
and their appetites, and are capable of receiving relief 
and pleasure. And the eyes of all wait upon Thee, and 
Thou givest them their meat in due season ; Thou 
openest thine hand and satisfiest the desire of every liv- 
ing thing. 

But they never forfeited the care of their Creator, or 
swerved from the end of their being : while we have re- 
volted from Thee ; we have joined in alliance with thy 
accursed foes ; and deserve, as children of disobedience, 
♦hat the wrath of God should come upon us. And yet, 
55uch is the excellency of thy loving kindness, O Lord, 
that the children ofmen^ unworthy and guilty as they are, 
are allowed to come and put their trust under the shad- 
ow: of thy wings. 

We bless Thee for the scriptures of tnith, which 
make known thy designs concerning us, and assure us, 
that they are thoughts of peace, and not of evil. We 
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rejoice in thy word, as one that findeth great spoil. We 
lore to peruse its doctrines, promises, and invitations ; 
to contemplate the great mystery of godliness, God man- 
ifest in the fiesh ; and to dwell on the history and expe- 
rience of those who have obtained mercy. For all who 
have ever been saved, have been saved by thy grace, 
and have been thy workmanship. And Thon art the 
same yesterday, to day, and for ever : thy hand is not 
shortened that it cannot save, nor thine ear heavy that 
it cannot hear. 

Bow down thy ear, and hearken to the voice of onr 
supplication : employ thy hand for our deliverance and 
relief. We are already the creatures o£ thy power — O 
make us the subjects of thy grace. We are already the 
beneficiaries of thy providence — O bless us with all spirit- 
ual blessings — ^blessings for our souls, and for eternity. 
Though by nature far off, may we be made nigh by the 
blood of Christ : no longer strangers and foreigners, but 
fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of 
God. Bless us we pray Thee, with a present salvation — 
that being justified by faith, we may have peace with 
God ; that the love and power pf sin may be subdued in 
our hearts ; that we may be dead to the world ; alive to 
the glory of God; and concerned to serve our genera- 
tion according to thy will. 

May we never be blots, or mere blanks, in life. May 
we never cause the way of truth to be evil spoken of: 
may our liberty never prove an occasion to the flesh, 
but by love, may we serve one another. May every 
one of us please his neighbour, for his good to edifica- 
tion. May we attend, not only to what is essential in 
our religious character, but what is ornamental. May. 
we pursue whatsoever things are lovely and of good re- 
port ; and render our profession of the gospel, not only 
impressive, but amiable and inviting. May we hold 
9 '^ 
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forth the word of life, with our tempers as well as our 
tongues ; with our lives as well as our lips; and thus be 
continually saying to those we meet — ^We are journey- 
ing towards a place, of which the Lord said, I will give 
it you ; come with i^s, and we will do you good, for the 
Lord hath spoken good coDcemiog Israel. 

Send out thy light and thy truth ; let them lead us, 
let them guide us to thy holy hill, and to thy taberna- 
cles. Bless this day the dispensation of thy gospel by 
means of preaching. While Paul plants and ApoUos wa- 
ters — it is all that they can do ; give Thou the increase. 
May thy ministers be wise to win souls, and help those 
much who have believed through grace. 

Especially bles^ thy dear servant, on whose labours 
we are this day to attend. L^t him come forth from his 
ssipred retirement in the fulness of the blessing of the 
gospel of peace : and may he enter the sanctuary, as 
Aaron entered the tabernacle of the congregation, whea 
the holy oil was poured upon his head, a^d the fragrance 
filled the place — and O let him not prove the savour of 
death unto death to any that shall hear him. Open our 
ear to discipline ; may w^ hear for ourselves ; hear for 
our souls ; so hear, as that our souls m^y live. And mav 
great grace rest upon all the assemblies of thy people. 

Despise not the prisoners of thy pravidence. Follow 
those who are unable to follow Thee ; amd while forbid- 
den to hear the preaching of the word, may they hear 
the voice of the rod, and have reason to say. It is good 
for us that we have been afiSiicted. Make them thank- 
ful, that to will is present with them ; and that in their 
hearts, are the ways of them who repair to Zion. Prqire 
thyself, a very present help in trouble ; and render the 
bed of languishing, the chamber of sickness, the house 
of mourning — the house of God, and thjB gate of heaves. 

i 
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And by all the discipline of thy providence, and the 
ordinances of religion, may we be increasingly prepared 
for the remaining duties of life, the solemnities of a dy- 
ing hour; and the services and joys that are beyond the 
grave. 

We implore it through the intercessioa of Him who 
has encouraged us to address Thee — as Our Father, kc. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

IT is a good thing to gire thanks unto the Lord, and 
to siog praises unto thy Name, O Most High : to show 
forth thy loving kindness in the morning, and thy faith- 
ftilness every night. 

We have this evening to acknowledge the blessings, 
not only of another day, but of another sabbath. We 
Hess Thee that the sabbath was made for man, and th&t 
Thou hast hallowed such a portion of our time, for pur^- 
poses the most important, but which, alas, we are prone 
to neglect. Thus Thou art affording us opportunities te 
retire and compare the objects which court our atten* 
tion : to learn, among all the cares of life, that one i^iing 
' is needful ; and to hear the inquiry. What is a man profit- 
ed, i£ he should gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul. Thus we have moments of abstraction and leisure, 
in which we can more fully investigate our character; 
examine our condition ; and ask, for what purpose we 
entered this mortal stage, and what will become of us 
when its scenes close. 

We thank Thee that the lines are fallen to us in 
pleasant places, and that we have a goodly heritage ; so 
that we can add to private meditation and devotion, the 
public ordinances of reli|pion : and can sit under our own 
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Tioe and fig tree, none daring to make us afraid. We 
bless Thee, that we have not only the scriptures, but 
the ministry of the gospel ; and have this day not only 
read, but heard the words of eternal life. We hope we 
have seen thy power and thy glory in the sanctuary, and 
have found the house of God, to be the gate of heaven. 

But, O God, the effects we experience while waiting 
upon Thee, though delightful, are as often transitory, 
and prove like the morning cloud, and early dew. Be- 
fore the lapse of a single day, we are compelled to com- 
plain. My soul cleaveth unto the dust; and to pray, 
quicken Thou me according to thy word. Render there- 
ibre the impressions made upon us, deep and durable: 
keep these things for ever in the imagination of the 
hearts of thy people ; and let thy word dwell in us rich^ 
ly, in all wisdom. 

May the instructions we receive, attend us in every 
part of our ordinary life, and regulate, and excite us in 
the discharge of all our relative duties, so that whether 
we are husbands or wives, parents or children, masters 
or servants, we may adorn the doctrine of God our Sav- 
iour in all things. May we be satisfied with no knowl- 
edge, no belief, no professions, no feelings in religion — 
while our hearts ai^e void of thy love, and we are stran- 
gers to that grace which bringeth salvation, and teach- 
eth us to deny ungodliness, and worldly lusts, and to live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present world. 

We take shame to ourselves.^ not only for our open 
violations of thy law ; but for our secret faults, our omis- 
sions of duty, our unprofitable attendance on the means 
of grace, our carnality in worshipping Thee, and all the 
sins of our holy things. Our iniquities are increased 
over our head, and our trespass is gone up into the very 
heavens — and there He is gone also, who is our Advocate 
with the Father, and the Propitiation for our sins. Be^ 
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hold his hands and his feet : and hear, O hear the voice 
of the blood of sprinkliDg, that speaketh better things 
than that of Abel. 

Pity those who have this day heen deprived of the 
public means of grace by sickness or infirmity. Let them 
know that Thou art not confined to temples made with 
hands : be with them in trouble : and give them their 
vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a 
door of hope. 

And remember the millions who were never favour- 
ed with the advantages we enjoy, and would be grateful 
for the crumbs that fall from our table. But they never 
smiled when a sabbath appeared. They never heard of 
the name of Jesus. They feel guilt, but know nothii^ 
of the blood that cleanseth from all sin ; they feel de- 
pravity, but know nothing of the renewing of the Holy 
•Ghost. They are bleeding to death of their spiritual 
wounds, but no one proclaims among them, the balm of 
Oilead, and the physician there ! O send out thy light 
^nd thy truth. Let thy way be known on earth; thy 
saving health among all nations. 

We now commit ourselv.es, with all our connexions, 
into thy hands. Guard us through the defenceless hours 
of sleep, from every evil to which we are exposed. If, 
as life is always uncertain, it should please Thee to call 
us hence, this night — may we awake in glory, and be for 
ever with the Lord : or if Thou shouldst continue us in 
being — niiay we rise in health and cdmfort, to pay Thee 
the homage of a grateful heart, in a course of cheerful 
obedience. 

Fn thy favor is life — Do Thou bless us and we shall 
be blessed — safe from every evil, and sure of every good. 

And prepare us at length for the rest that remains 
for thy people ; in which we shall join the general as- 
sembly and church of the first born, in ascribing — ^bles^r- 
9* 
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ing and honour, and glorj and power, to Him that sit- 
teth upon the throne, and to the Lamh, for ever and ey- 
er. Amen. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

O THOU, who hast characterized thyself as the 
hearer of prayer, nnto Thee shall ail flesh come : and 
that we may come with acceptance and success, we come 
in the name of the great Intercessor, Jesns Christ, the 
righteou8-*-And, Thon, Eternal Spirit of grace and sup- 
plication, do Thou make intercession for us, hy making 
intercession in us, according to the will of God. 

All they that are far from Thee shall perish ,- * but it 
is good for us to draw near to Thee. We have found 
the duty our delight. Devotion has opened a resource, 
when all other comforts have failed : and in every per- 
plexity, every alarm, every distress, a glorious high 
throne, from the beginning, has been the place of our 
sanctuary. We praise thy name, that ordinances have 
not been unprofitable observances to our souls; but 
channels, through which, the God of all grace has re- 
plenished as; and means by which we have enjoyed 
fellowship with the Father, and his Son, Jesus Christ. 

Bless the services in which we have been engfaged 
the past day. Let a savour of divine things be lefl on 
our spirits ; and be diffused in our conversation. And 
as the face of Moses, when he descended from commun- 
ion with Thee, shone, so that the Israelites could not 
steadfastly behold him for the glory of his countenance ; 
so may it be with us. Let those around us take knowl- 
e(%e of us, that we have been with Jesus ; and may oar 
profiting appear unto all men. May oui' light shine be- 
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fore men. May we be manifmly the disciples of Christ. ' 
Instead of confounding our neighbours and friends to de- 
temine, whether we are settlers, or strangers, and pil- 
grims on the earth ; maj we declare plai$Uy that we 
seek a country. May we put on, as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humble- 
ness of mind, meekness, long suffering, forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another. May we be follow- 
ers of God, as dear children : may we be perfect, as our 
Father, who is m heaven, is perfect. 

At present, it is a day of small tilings with us. We 
have only light enough — ^to see our darkness ; sensibili- 
ty enough--^to feel the hardness of our heart ; spirituali- 
ty enough — to mourn our want of heavenly mindednesf . 
But we might have had more ; we ought to have had 
more. We have never been straightened ia Thee : 
Thou hast always placed before us an infinite fulness, 
accompanied with' the command and the 'promise, Open 
thy mouth wide ; I will fill it 

We confess and bewail, not only our deficiencies, but 
our backslidings also. It is not with us, as it was in 
months past: O, recall us to thyself ; enable us to feel 
our first love, and to do our first works. Yea, may we 
forget the things that are behind, and reach forth unto 
those that are before. May we not only have life, but 
may we have it more abundantly ; and not only be fruit- 
ful, but bear much fruit 

May our improvements correspond with our privi- 
leges : and our practice with our knowledge. May our 
wills always bow to the decisions of our judgments ; may 
we choose what we approve ; and never condemn our- 
selves in the things that we allow. 

May we never want the threatenings of thy law, and 
the terrors of hell, to keep us from every evil way. 
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May thy goodness lead ns to repentance ; and thy lore 
constrain ns to all holy obedience. 

May all our churches continue steadfastly in the apos- 
tles^ doctrine, and in fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayer ; and may the Lord add daily to their num- 
ber, such as shall be saved. 

May the dead hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
live. May those who are asking the way to Zion, with 
their faces thitherward, find a teacher that will say to 
them. This is the way, walk ye in it, when they turn to 
the right-hand, and when they turn to the left. Let the 
rich be poor in spirit; and the poor be made rich in 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which Thon hast prom- 
ised to them that love Thee. Let the ignorant be en- 
lightened ; and let those that are wise, beconfe fools, 
that they may be wise. 

We bless Thee, for all thy former loving kindnesses 
to this family, and pray that they may be continued to 
us and sanctified. May the outgoings of the morning, 
and evening, of another day be- made to rejoice. May 
we continually live under the shadow of thy wing, and 
the influence of thy grace ; and let the words of our 
mouth, and the meditations of our hearts, be acceptable 
in thy sight, O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer. 

And unto Him that is able to do for us exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the 
-church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world with- 
out end. Amen. 
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, MONDAY EVENING. 

WHO in the heavens can be compared unto the 
Lord ? Who among the sons of the mighty can be liken- 
ed nnto the Lord ? Thy wisdom no difficulty can per- 
plex ; thy power no exertion can weaken ; thy bounty 
no communications can exhaust or diminish. Thy good- 
ness waits to be gracious, and is exalted to have mercy. 

Thou hearest prayer ; and to assure our hearts be- 
fore Thee, Thou hast not only commanded us to seek 
Thee, but Thou hast furnished us with the petitions we 
are to offer. Thou, even Thou, hast told us to, Take 
with you words and turn to the Lord : and say unto Him 
— Take away all Iniquity, receive us graciously, so will 
we offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that 
is the fruit of our lips, giving thanks.to his name. 

We feel the truth of our character, as drawn in the 
scriptures; and we acknowledge our desert — and our 
helplessness too. Thy mercy is our only refuge and re- 
source. O be merciful unto us, and bless us, and cause 
thy face to shine, upon us, that we may be saved. O 
visit us with that salvation, which is present as well as 
future ; which changes, not only our state, but our na- 
ture; and which, not only admits us into thy family, but 
makes us new creatures. 

As Thou didst in the original creation, command light 
to shine out of darkness, so do Thou shine in our hearts. 
Give us the light of the knowledge of thy glory, in the 
face of Jesus Christ ; and may we so know Thee, as to 
love Thee supremely ; serve Thee, as our only Lord ; 
and cleave to Thee, as our portion for ever. Subdue 
the rebellion of our wills, that we may submit to thy 
commands, and acquiesce in thy dispensations, without 
murmurings and disputings. Vnite our hearto to fear 
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thy name ; and may we be io the fear of the Ctord all 
the day long. Make m Israelites indeed, in whom there 
is no guile. Enable us to maintain a conscience, void of 
offence, towards God, and towards man : may we be the 
same, when no eye sees us, as we are in the public walks 
of life : may- we enter the closet as well as the temple ; 
and attend to our principles and motives, as well as our 
actions and pursuits. 

We mourn over our numberless failures and back- 
slidings ; our incorrigibleness mider rebukes ; our want 
of profiting under ordinances ; the misimprovement of 
our talents ; and our neglect of opportunities of useful- 
ness. Whatever view we take of ourselves, compels va 
to exclaim, Behold I am vile. Yet while we are hum- 
ble, may we be grateful ; and never be backward to aC' 
knowledge what Thou hast done for our souls. If we 
are not like some of thy people, we bless Thee, that we 
are not like the rest of the world ; if we are not what 
we ought to be, we are not what we once were : and 
Thou hast made us to differ, and we have nothing which 
we did not receive from Thee. 

And if our religion be imperfect, may it appear to be 
real, and vital, by its activity, and its tending to growth. 
May it awaken in us an unconquerable desire, to go from 
strength to strength ; and to be renewed day by day. 

May our religion always attend us; and dignify us in 
the ordinary scenes of life. May we remember, that 
greatness consists, not in doing great things, but in doing 
little things with a great mind. 

As the events of providence occur, naay they always 
find in us, those dispositions which will keep them from in- 
juring us, and which will convert them all into advantages. 

In a vale of tears, may we^ok for a succession of 
trials : and may we also look fbr the accomplishment of 
the promise — 1 will be with Thee in trouble. 
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May the joy of ike Lord b« owt strei^tb : m^y it 
keep us from lustii^ after the T^ities of tbft world ; 
l>ear up the heart and mind in th^ loss of ev^rj cr«atqre« 
comfort ; and enliven us in the valley of tbe slwkdow. o£ 
death. And before we reach heaven, m9y Wf bear the 
image of the heavenly ; possess the earnests of our ii^ 
heritance -, and enjoy the first fruits of the glorioua har- 
vest. 

And to God, the Father, the Son, and tho Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, for ever and ever. Awi^n. 

TUESIUY MOENING. 

O GOD, Thou art the Creator, tke Upholder, and 
the Proprietor of 9il thiags. Thy domi&iofi ia everlast- 
ing and universal Thou dost aecordjag to thine own 
will in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants 
of the earth : none can stay thy hand, or s^y unto Thee, 
What dost Thou ? 

We cannot escape from thy presence, or control; 
nor do we desire it. It is our privilege, that we are 
under the agency, not only of omnipotence,^J||ttt right- 
eousness, wisdom, ps^tience, mercy, and grace. Thou 
art love. Thou ba^t loved us with more than parental 
affection ; Thou hast commended thy love Ipwards us, 
in that while; we were dinners, Christ died f^ us,. He 
that spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all — how shall He not with Him also, freely give us all 
things ? Here may all our fears drop off from our minds: 
here may we bet filled with everlasting ponsolation, and 
good hope through grace. 

Thou hast not only allowed, bat conmianded us to be- 
lieve on the oao^e of thy dear Son. O, let us not refuse 
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to be comforted : let us not reject the counsel of God 
against ourselves; bat, remembering, that we are as . 
welcome as we are gailtj, may we drink of the fountain 
of the water of life, freely. 

But while we know that we may come to the Re- 
deemer, and <mghi to come — ^may we never think our- 
selves interested in the blessings of his salvation, unless 
we hoot come. May there be a real and living union be- 
tween our souls and Him ; — that being quickened togeth- 
er with Christ, we may be raised up, and made to sit with 
Him in heavenly places. May we live a life of faith in 
tiiy promises, mingled with no doubt of thy truth, or sus- 
picion of thy power. May we live a life of hope ; ex- 
pecting that Thou wilt be our sun and our shield ; that 
Thou wilt give grace and glory ; and withhold no good 
thing from us, while we walk uprightly. And may we 
live a life of love — ^for he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth 
in God, and God in him. O shed abroad thy love in our 
hearts, the animating and delightful principle, of all obe- 
dience. May we love our neighbour as ourselves ; and 
consider every one a$ our neighbour, who falls within 
the reach of our knowledge and assistance. 

We feel, that the work to which we are called, is far 
above our strength. We have tried our purposes and 
resolutions, and have found them vain. The least tempta- 
tion, has been too powerful for us, when we have gone 
forth in our own strength. O teach us how to be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might. And at every 
movement in our journey, and our warfare, say to our 
heart. Fear not, for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, 
for I am thy God ; I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will 
help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee, with the right-hand 
of my righteousness. ^> 

And may we never depart from Thee, by making 
flesh our arm ; or the ^creature our portion. With re- 
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gard to the world, may our soul be CTen as a weaned 
child : but may we draw near to Thee as our exceeding 
joy; and contemplate, with approbation, the period 
when we shall behold thy face in righteousness ; awake 
up after thy likeness ; and be satisfied with thy faror. 

All which we implore through the mediation of Him, 
who ever liveth to make intercession for us; and to 
whom, with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, be endless 
praises. Amen. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

MAY we approach Thee, with all the encourage- 
ment derivable from a conviction, that Thou art the 
blessed G<)d — Happy in thyself, and the source of happi- 
ness to thy creatures. The eyes of all wait upon Thee, 
and Thou givest them their meat in due season : Thou 
openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living 
thing. Thou art our maker and benefactor. Thou hast 
not only produced us, but sustained us : not only sup- 
ported us, but indulged us : yea, Thou hast given us all 
things richly to enjoy. Thou hast provided for the wel- 
fare of our souls, as well as our bodies : Thou hast an- 
swered the awful question. How shall I come before the 
Lord, and bow before the High God ? Thou hast told us 
. what we must do to be saved. May we follow the light 
of life which Thou hast given us, till it brings us to Him 
who appears in every attribute, and in every attitude of 
power and pity, to meet all our wants and miseries. And 
as we draw near, may we hear his gracious voice saying, 
Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out. 
May we commit our eternal all into his hands ; and be- 
ing reconciled by his death, may we be saved by his life. 
10 
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May we live by Him; live to Him; live lik^ Him. 
While we behold Him as rich* for our sa^es becomiog 
poor, and dying that we may live, may his unexampled 
love constrain us into all holy obedience and zeal ; anct 
render our duty, our delight 

May we never wait for the con^pany of (Others, or 
feel their approbation necessaiy to induce us to follow 
Him^ who is all our salvation, and ought to he all our 
desire. May we go forth to Him without the camp) 
bearing his reproach. And if our faith is deemed folly, 
our hope delusion, our meekness meanness, our zeal 
madness ; may we rejoice that we are counted worthy 
to suffer shame for his name ; and binding it as a gar- 
land around our brow, say. If this be to be vile, I will 
yet be more vile. — Thua, blessed Redeemer, wast Thou 
treated in the days of thy flesh : thus, was thy name 
cast out as evil, thy actions misrepresentedi and. thy Spir- 
it blasphefis^ed. O let the servants be wiling to be as 
the Master, and the disciples as the Lord. 

We hope in thy word ; but it is because it assures us, 
that Thou waitest to be grs^cious : and dost not break 
the bruised reed^ or quench the smoking flax. How 
poor amd pitiable, how maimed and ^ing a thing, ha» 
our religion been, under every advantage to promote 
it Lord hide pride from us : enable us. to walk humbly 
with our God ; and ask and receive that our joy may be 
full. Hast Thou not promised to supply all our need, 
from thy riches, ijd glory, by Christ Jesus ? Thou know- 
est all our warfare, all our work, all our trials : and 
Thou knowest the degree and extent of our weakness : 
and yet Thou hast said, My grace is sufficient for thee — 
* Lord webelieve-f^help thou our unbelief. 

While we rejoice in our priyileges, we would re- 
member the way in which they have become ours. We 
have nothing to glory in before Thee. We ourselves 
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also, wel>« obc^ foolish and disobedient ; and we would 
eyer look to the rock whence we were hewn, and to 
the hole of the pit whence we were di^ed. Thon hast 
made ns to diffbr : and we ha^e nothing, bnt What we 
have received. 

And this encourages us with regard to others. What 
Thou hast done for us, Thou art able to do for them. 
And Thou art willing. Thou hast therefore commanded 
us to pray, for all men. O let none of those perish, 
whom we loYe as our own souls. Keep them as the ap^ 
pie of the eye ; hide them under the shadow of thy wing. 
* Let grace and peace be multiplied to all them, whe 
have obtained like precious faith with us : and if Thou 
art pleased to t)ry that faith, may the trial be A)und uilto 
praise, and glory, and honour, at the appearing of 3e%vA 
Christ. 

But we would not foiget even th« ignorant and prof- 
ligate. Teach tran^^ssors thy Wiiys, and let sinnet^ 
be converted unto Thee. 

Dethr<me the god of this world. Destroy the Worki 
of the devil. And may our glob^ which has so I(mg: 
groaned beneath the curse, be a« the sih^ll of a field 
which the Lord hath blessed. Send out thy light afid 
thy truth ; thy servants and thy labenreft ; and for them 
may the wilderness and the solitary place be mid% glacf, 
And the desert rejoice and blossom as the rose. 

Amen^^Blessing and glory, and pownr, and might, 
he QQto our God for ever and ever. Am^n. 
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O THOU with whom Wd hatd to dO--«uffer us not 
to live without Thoo in Iho woM. Thou art our Cr^a- 
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tor ; our Preserver ; our Governor : — and we believe 
that Thou wilt be our Judge. It is well for us, that we 
can view Thee under another character — ^the Saviour of 
sinners ; and that before we are called to appear before 
thy awful tribunal^ we are invited, and commanded to 
come boldly to the throne of grace, there to obtain mer- 
cy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

May we readily and thankfully avail ourselves of 
every opportunity to draw nigh to God, in the temple, 
in the retirement of the closet, and at the domestic altar ; 
and let not our devotion be bodily exercise only. Quick- 
en our souls to call upon thy name. Detach us from 
the influence of flesh and sense. Impress us with the 
power of faith ; and produce in us that spirituality of 
mind which will render our servicea acceptable to Thee, 
and delightful and profitable to ourselves. 

Though Thou art Most High for evermore, Thou 
regardest the man that is poor and of a contrite spirit^ 
and that trembleth at thy word. Thou fittest the hun- 
gry with good things, while the rich are sent empty 
away. O bring us, however humbling and painful the 
process may be ; O bring . us, into that state which at- 
tracts thine eye, and prepares for the proofs of thy love. 
Show us our danger, that we may flee for refuge to the 
hope set before us. Make us sensible of our disease, 
and of the eternal death to which it is so rapidly tend- 
ing. That we may value the Physician, and cry — ^Heal 
me and I shall be healed, save me and I shall be saved, 
for Thou art my praise. 

Our deliverance must come entirely from thyself. 
And Thou hast not forgotten to be gracious. We bless 
Thee for the purpose of salvation ; for the engagements 
of the evf^rlasting covenant ; and for the gift of thy dear 
Son, the proof and the pledge, that Thou wilt also freely 
give ns all things. We thank Thee for the word of 
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truth, which proclaims peace by the blood of the cross ; 
•and beseeches us in Christ^s stead to be reconciled unto 
'God. O let the message prevail. Let it slay the enmi- 
ty of our hearts, and lead us to throw down every weap- 
on of rebellion, and mourn over them. With weeping 
and supplication may we return to Thee, from whom we 
have so deeply revolted. And while with shame and 
•self-abhorrence, we confess that other lords beside Thee 
have bad dominion over .us, henceforth may we resolve, 
that by Thee only will we make mention of thy name. 
With zeal may we engage in that service which is per- . 
feet freedom ; and with entireness, devote ourselves to 
that work which is honorable and glorious. May we 
employ every faculty, and use every blessing, as those 
who know, that they are not their own, but bought with 
^ price, and bound to glorify God, in their body and in 
their spirit, which are God's. 

Work in us to will and to do of thy good pleasure. 
Uphold us by thy free Spirit : and let the joy of the Lord 
be our strength. 

May we be watchful over our ways; may we be 
jealous over our tempers ; and may we keep our hearts 
with all diligence, knowing, that out of them are the is- 
sues of life. 

When we tiroop, revive us ; when we loiter, quick^^ 
us ; restore us, when we go astray ; and lead us in the 
paths of righteousness for thy name's sake. 

Yea, though we walk through the valley of the shad- 
ow of death, may we fear no evil, knowing that Thou 
art with us, and that thy rod and staff will comfort us. 

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make 
his face to shine upon us, and be gracious unto us. The 
Lord lift up his countenance upon us, and give us peace. 
Amen. 

10* 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O GOD, TiMMi art.grettij (o be feared hi the assen- 
folj of the 8aint8) and to be bad in reverence of all tbat 
are about Thee. Those giorions beicgfi that never fell, 
veil their faces and sink into nothing before the Eternal 
all ; and exclaim, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts, 
the whole earth is fall of his glory. With what emotion 
should we enter thy presence, whose foundation is in the 
dmt ; and wh« have contemned thy goodness, defied thy 
power, -trampled upon thy laws, and rendered ourselves 
worthy of eternal death. Our iniquities are increased 
over our head : and 6ur trespaies is gone up into the 
very heavens. Enter not into judgment with tiiy ser- 
vants : our consciences assure us, that if Thou, Lord^ 
shouldst mark iniquity, we could not stand. 

But there is mercy with Thee, and with Thee there 
is fflenteous redemption : and, therefore, while a sense 
of our vileness depresses us, we encourage ourselves in' 
thy word. We know that our recovery can never ^ring 
from any cause in us. We have ilestroyed ourselves, 
but we cannot save. Yet our condition is not helpless. 
Help is laid on one that is mighty ; and infinitely qualifi- 
ed for his work ; and who has shown us, in his resurrec- 
tion from the dead, and ascension into heaven, the all- 
sufiiciency and acceptance of his sacrifice on the cross, 
and proved, that by the one offering of himself, he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 

Informed of this compassionate scheme, may we 
gratefully fall in with the design ; may we un^^nedly 
believe the record that Thou hast given us of thy Son ; 
efribrace Him as our only hope ; rejoice in Him as our 
highest glory; and, henceforth, may the life that we 



i' 



. WEDNESDAY EVENfNO. 115 

liT« in tf 16 Aesfa, be by the faith of Him who loved at, 
and g^ye himself for us. 

Aa^ <while we lire bj Him, n&J v« liT« to Htm, and 
may we lire like Him. May we never cemider onr- 
aelves cbristimif, but as we resemble Cbfist. May oor 
conformity to his principles, temper, and conduct, be 
hourly growing, and become more apparent, not only 
U^ oureel vofi, but t^ others. And may we ceotinae in his 
word, that we may be hts disciples indeed : rooted and 
built up in Him, ai|d stabliahed in the tmth as we have 
been taught, and aboundiDg therein with thanksgiving. 

May no length of watching and waiting cool our love 
and zeal : whatever discoufagements we meet with, 
may we never grow weary in well doing— r-yea, may we 
not only persevere, while many draw back — ^bot fear 
God above many who go forward; and hear the Sav- 
iour-Ju%e saying, I know ihj works, and the last to be 
mor#^than the first. 

May we not only hs blessed; but pr&ve blessii^. 
May we oflen look closely at our talents, relations, and 
circumstances in life, to see how we can be serviceable 
to the bodies and souls of our fellow-creatures, and espe- 
cially how we may do good to them that are of the 
household of faith. 

We are conttnuaUy meeting with wants and miseries 
which we are jutteriy unable to remove or relieve : but 
we rejoice that in our contracted a^ncy, prayer opens 
a resource to our benevolence; we can pray; and 
prayer has power with God, and can prevail. 

Let the leisure and affluence of the rich, afford them 
means and opportunities of beneficence : and may they 
be ready to communicate : and be rich in good works. 

Let the afflictions of the afflicted render sm hateful, 
wean them from a vain world, endear to them the wOrd 
of grace, the throne of grace, and the spirit of gnice : 
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and work oat for them, a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory. 

Let oar ignorance of futurity, keep us in a state of 
constant dependence iq>on thy providential care ; and 
iead us earnestly to seek large supplies of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ, to fit us for all events. 

Thou hast redeemed us, O Lord God of Truth ; and, 
therefore, into thine hands we commit ourselves, and 
our interests, beseeching Thee to do for us, exceedii^ 
abundantly, above all we are able to ask or think, through 
our only Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

O GOD, help us to approach Thee, under a very 
lively conviction of thy abundant mercy, and the efceed- 
ing riches of thy grace. We ought to admire thy wis- 
dom, to stand in awe of thy power, and to abase our- 
selves before thy spotless purity. But it is the discovery 
of tliy goodness alone, that can banish our fear, and al- 
lure us with humble confidence into thy presence, there 
to divulge our sorrows, and confess our sins. 

And O how encouraging is it, under a review of our 
past guilt, and a consciousness of present unworthiness, 
to know, that we have to do with a Being who waits to 
be gracious, and is exalted to have mercy. We there- 
fore bless Thee, that an attribute so essential to our hap- 
piness and hope, is not founded on conjecture, or ob- 
scurely revealed. Thou hast not left thyself without 
witness in the seasons of the year, and the bounties of 
nature, and Providence. But Thou hast given us thy 
word, which Thou hast magnified above all thy name. 
There we see Thee, not sparing thine own Sod, but de- 
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tiyering Him up for us all ; there we behold the provi- 
sions of thj house ; there we hear the proclamations of 
thy servants — Come, for all thii^ are now ready. 

Lord make us willing to be saved, and to be saved in 
thy own way. Condemned by the law jnrhich we have 
so oflten transgressed, may we turn for all our relief to 
the gospel: and perceiving nothing in ourselves, may 
we find in the hope of Israel, wisdom, righteousness) 
sanctification, and redemption. May the message which 
concerns a dying, rising, interceding Saviour, be receiv- 
ed into our very hearts, and become there a well of wa- 
ter, springing up into everlasting life. And may we not 
only receive Christ Jesus the Lord, but also walk in 
Him ; in a state of d^endence upon Him^ communion 
with Him, and conformity to Him. May we be followers 
of Him as dear children ; imperfect, but still pressing 
forward ; not complaining of labour, but valuing rest ; 
not murmuring under our trials^ but thankful for a state — 
O that we were sure of reaching it ! where our sun shall 
no more go down, nor our moon withdraw herself, but 
God shall be our everlasting light, and the days of our 
mourning shall be ended. 

We live in the midst of observation. Many watch 
for our halting, and wish our good to be evil spoken of. 
May we walk the more circumspectly ; and by well do- 
ing, may we put to silence the ignorance of foolish men : 
yea, by our good works which they behold, may we con- 
strain them to glorify Ood in the day of visitation. 

We appear not alone in thy presence : but are vari- 
ously connected in life. Regard those who are dear to 
us by the claims of nature, or friendship. We ask not 
that Thou shouldst set them upon the high places of the 
earth ; but O number them with thy saints in glory ever- 
lasting : O let none of them die without an interest in 
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Chriat, and be separated from us in the daj when Tbon 
wilt make tip thj jewels. 

BlesB those who are related t6 ub in religions bonds. 
And such, we are deliffated to consider aU the folioweis 
of the Lamb, under whatever name, distinctive Or re- 
proachful, the J may pass among^ men : maj the Lord add 
to his people, how many soerer they be, a hundred-^fold : 
and may grace and peace be multiplied imto them. 

And forget not, we beseech Thee, those to whom we 
are politically allied. May all who are in places of pub* 
lie trust, be faithful to the public interests. Teach our 
senators wisdom. May our magistrates be men fearing 
God and hating covetousneSs ; terrors to evil doers, and 
a praise to them" that do well : and may all ranks in the 
community, pursue that righteousness which exalteth a 
nation ; that being a holy^ we may be a hAppy people, 
whose God is the Lord. 

So we thy people, and the sheep of thy pasture, will 
give Thee thanks for ever; we will show forth tbj 
praise throughout all generations. Amen. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

WHEN we enter thy presence, O God, we see Thee 
in all the glory of thy perfections, seated on a throne of 
universal and everlasting empire, thousiands ministering* 
unto Thee, and ten thousand times ten thousand standing^ 
before Thee. Impress our minds with a consciousness 
of thy greatness — not to drive us back from Thee, bwt 
to inspire us with reverence and godly fear, in approach^ 
ing Thee : not to diminish our confidence in Thee, but 
to lead us to admire the vastness of thy condescension, 
in deigning to open communications witl) creatures, so 



THURSPAT EVEKINO. U» 

. l ,J >i KJ 'P ■■ m .M M ^.IIII.II. ■!■■■■■■ .1 I Ml 11 ,, 

taaeaQ aad vile as we are. Lord, what is man, that Thou , 
art mindful of him ; or the son of flaan, that Thou visit- 
est hko. 

And, jet Thou haU heen mindful of w ; Thou hast 
visited us. We have heen thj charge from the womh ; 
and Thou hast, in aU conditions, cared for us. We hate 
been constantly fed at thj tahle ; and clothed from thy 
wardrohe. How often hast T^ou drawn the curtain of 
night around us, and ordered creation to be quiet, while 
thy children have slumbered and slept. Thy mercies 
have been new every morning. Thy goodness has in- 
spired our relations and friends wi& aU the sentiments 
of tenderness and req>ect, they have ever expressed 
towards us. And we would not overlook the blessings of 
the life that now is — 

But, O Lord, suffer us not to forget — that we want 
better blessings than these. We want a hope beyond 
the grave. We are guilty, depraved, dying creatures. 
We need pardon and holiness, and wisdom and strength, 
and peace and joy : we w^nt the earnests and foretastes 
of immortality. And blessed be thy name, what we so 
much need, and hope we can say, so much desire. Thou 
hast provided. We thank Thee for thy unspeakable 
gift. We rejoice^ that we have our existence in a land 
of gospel privileges ; and where one of the first sounds 
that entered our infant ears, from the lips of maternal 
piety, was the name of Jesus. We rejoice that we have 
been led to view Him, not only as a teacher, and an ex- 
ample, but as the Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
sins of the world : and that now in Christ Jesus we, who 
sometimes were far off, are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ; and have boldness and access with confidence, 
by the faith of Him. 

May we look after actual and personal benefit from 
Him, and never be satisfied, till we can say, I know 
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whom I hare believed, and am persuaded, that He is 
able to keep that which I have committed to Him against 
that day. Possess ns with more of that faith, which is 
the principle and medium of all vital godliness :«jmay we 
be rich in faith ; may we be strong in faith. By faith 
may we lire ; and by faith may we walk. May we feel 
the joy of faith ; and do the work of faith. May we 
abound in hope : may the charity of every one of ns, 
towards each other, increase ; and may we be filled with 
all the fruits of richness, which are, by Jesus- Christ, to 
the glory and praise of God. 

We ought to feel a broken heart, and a contrite spir- 
it. We grieve io think, how insensible we have been, 
to the claims of thy authority, and the endearments of 
thy love ; how little we have credited thy truth, trusted 
thy promises, feared thy threatenings, obeyed thy com- 
mands, or improved any of our advantages. We have 
had line up6n line, and precept upon precept. How 
numberless have been our admonitions^ and warnings; 
and Thou hast said — He that being often reproved, har- 
deneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy. 

We thank Thee, that notwithstanding our desc ., this 
is not, at present, our doom. As yet, we are in the num- 
ber of those, for whom Thou art waiting to be gracious. 
We are yet, in the land of the living. Through another 
day Thou hast spared us. and blessed us. May thy good- 
ness lead us to repentance, and thy long-suffering prove 
our salvation. Let no evil befall us, and no plague come 
nigh our dwelling, this night ; and in the morning may 
we rise to walk, before the Lord, in the land of the liv- 
ing, and to show forth all his praise. 

We implore it in the name of Him who died for our 
sins, rose again for our justification, and ever liveth to 
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make intercesgion for as ; and to whom, with the Father, 
and Holy Spirit, he ascrthed eyerlasting praises. Amen. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

OUR Toice shalt Thou hear in the morning, O Lord ; 
in the morning, alone, and in onr family, will we direct 
our prayer unto Thee, and will look up. * How well 
does it hecome us to he thankful. Many during the past 
night, have had no place where to lay their head. Many 
victims of disease, have been full of tossing to and fro, 
until the dawning of the day ; so th^t their bed has not 
comforted them, nor their couch eased their complaint. 
Many have been deprived of rest, while watching over 
their conne:xtons in pain, and sorrow. How many have 
slept the sleep of death, and will not awake, till the 
heavens are no more. Others, whose lives are pro- 
longed, have risen to be surrounded with want and wo: 
and thousands, who have all things richly to enjoy, have 
risen only to live another day, without God in the world ! 

And why is not this the case with us ? Thou O God 
hast remembered, and distinguished, and indulged us. 
Bless the Lord O my soul, and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us 
exalt his name together. 

And thy mercies have been new every monnng; 
yea, every moment. All our desires have not been grat- 
ified ; but it was love that denied us, when the accom- 
. plishment of our wishes would have proved our ruin, or 
our injury. We have had our trials ; but they have been 
few, compared with our sins : they have been attended 
with numberless alleviations : and when we have kissed 
the rod, it has fallen out of thy hand. Thou hast often 
11 
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wiped away our tears, and restored peace to thj mourn- 
ers. ThoQ hast never chastened us, but for our profits 
We already see the desigpi^ of many of our griefe, and 
can say, It is g^ood for me that I have been afflicted : and 
in all other cases, where darkness yet clouds the dispen- 
sation, we desire to walk by faith; we believe, that 
Thou hast done all things well ; and that thy work is 
perfect. 

Bbt O, what do we owe Thee, for the word of thy 
truth ; the throne of thy grace ; the Son of thy love — 
thy unspeakable gift. What do we owe Thee, if we 
have any reason to hope, that we are in Christ, and free 
from all condemnation ; and t\^t when He who is our 
life shall appear, we shall also appear with Him in gkv 
ry, and be for ever with the Lord ! 

Surely a gratitude becomes us, that will not evapo- 
rate in a morning acknowledgment with the lip, but such 
as will keep us in the fear of the Lord all the day long, 
and lead us to ask. What shall I render unto the Lord for 
all bis benefits towards me ? We, therefore, by the mer^ 
cies of God, present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable unto Thee, which is our reasonable ser- 
vice. 

And now, O Thou Author of all good, we come to 
Thee for the grace another day will require — the grace 
its duties will require — ^the grace its events will require : 
for we know not when we leave our apartments in the 
morning, what a day will bring forth. But we know 
that we are stepping into a wicked world, and that we 
carry about us an evil heart: we know that without 
Thee we can do nothing ; and we know that there is 
nothing, with which we shall have any concern in the day, 
however harmless in itself, but ihay prove an occasion 
of sinning and falling, unless we are kept by the power 
of God. We therefore desire to pray ourselves out of 
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our own keeping, into thj keeping. Hold Thau us up, 
and we shall be safe. Preserve our understandings from 
the subtlety of error ; our affections from the love of 
idols ; our senses from the ungovernable impressions of 
outward objects ; our cliaracter from every stain of vice ; 
and our profession from every appearance of evil : and 
may the God of peace sanctify us wholly, and may our 
whole spirit, soul and body be preserved blameless, unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

May we engage in nothing, oa which we cannot im- 
plore thy blessing, and to which we cannot welcome 
thy inspection. Prosper us, in our lawful undertakings, 
or prepare us for disappointment. Give us neither pov- 
erty nor riches« Feed us with food convenient for us ; 
lest we be full aad deny Thee, and say, Who is the Lord ; 
m lest we be poor and steal, and take the name of our 
God in vain. 

May every creature be good to us, being sanctified 
hj the word of God and prayer. Teach us how to use 
the world, as not abusing it. Enable us to improve our 
talents, and to redeem our time. May we walk in wis- 
dom towards them that are without, and in kindness to- 
wards them that are within ; and do good, as we have 
opportututy unto all men, especially unto them that are 
of the household of faith. 

And unto Him that is able to keep us from falling, 
and to present us faultless before the presence of his 
glory with exceeding joy ; — To the only wise God our 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and ^ower, 
both now and ever. Amen. 
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FRIDAY EVENING. 

O THOU incomprehensibly great and glorious Jeho- 
yah ; the King of kings, and Lord of lords, who only hast 
immortality. We adore Thee, and abase ourselves. 
Though we are allowed to approach Thee, we would 
not be mindless of the views and feelings, which so well 
become those, who, as creatures, are less than nothing, 
and, as sinners, are worse than nothing, before Thee. 

For if we say, we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us : the heavens would reveal our 
iniquity, and the earth would rise up against us. And 
why should we endeavour to deny our guilt — since even 
our thoughts have not been screened from thy sight, and 
Thou hast set our most secret sins in the light of thy 
countenance : and why should we desire it — ^since we 
know, that if we confess our sins, Thou art faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness. From a view, therefore, of their exceed- 
ing sinfulness, we would confess them with a broken 
heart, and a contrite spirit, earnestly longing to be de- 
livered from them, and be led in the way everlasting. 

Enable us to remember that blood which cleanseth 
from all sin ; to believe in that grace which can subdue 
all our iniquities ; and to resign ourselves to that agency, 
which can deliver us from the bondage of corruption, 
into the glorious liberty of the sons of God. While ma- 
ny envy the men of the world, who have their portion 
in this life — may we, with Moses, choose rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God, than enjoy the pleas- 
ures of sin for a season. While many seek great things 
for themselves, on earth ; things which perish in the us- 
ing, and afford no satisfaction in the possessing— may the 
, prayer of David become ours — Remember me, O Lord, 
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with the favor Thou bearest unto thy people ; O risit 
ine with thy salvation, that I may see Uie good of thy 
chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladhefls of thy nation, 
and glory with thine inheritance. 

We sometimes hope that Thou hast already begun a 
good work in us ; and to whom should we go, for the 
:eontinuance, the progress, and the completion, but to 
Thee, the God of all grace, and who art not only the 
Author, but Finisher of our faith ? We rejoice in what 
Thou hast done for others : in their deliverance and ele- 
vation, we see what Thou art able and- willing to do for 
us. We l>lcss Thee for the promises upon which Thou 
hast caused us to hope ; and in which Thou hast engaged 
to perfect that which concemeth u& . We thank Thee 
for the means of grace, in the humble and diligent use of 
which. Thou art pleased to draw near to ihose who draw 
aear to Thee. 

May we love the closet, as well as the temple : and 
sanctify to us, not only the preaching of the gospel, but 
also the reading of thy word. Believing, with a faith 
unfeigned, that it is given by inspiration of God, may we 
find it profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
and for instruction in righteousness. In every perplex- 
ity, may it be the man of our counsel ; may we repair to 
it in every distress, and in the multitude of our thoughts 
within us, may thy comforts delight our souls. 

May we have an increasing conviction of our liable- 
n ess to err, and our exposure to sin, that we may plate 
ourselves under thy guiding and guardian care. As we 
see the vanity of the world, and meet with trials and dis- 
appointments, may we take a firmer hold of that cove- 
nant, which is ordered in all things and sure : and may 
this be all our salvation and all our desire, when our 
jbouse is not so with God, and Thou makestitnot to 
11* 
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grcfw. May we rejoice in hope ; be patienl in tribola- 
tiofn ; and continiie constant in prayer. 

May we feel more of the pnrifyinf , more of the d%^ 
nifying, more of the softening influence of the reiigioft 
we profess. May we haTe compassion one of another ; 
love as brethren, be pttifnl, be courteous. May we nev- 
er render railing for railing, but, contrariwise, blessing :* 
may we not be overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good. 

May we never incur the curse of the angel of the 
covenant, for not coming to the help of the Lord. May 
we deem it an honour to be employed by Thee : and 
long to be instruments in thy hands. Ready to seize 
every opportunity of usefulness ; and willmg to use al! 
our talents in thy blessed service, may we daily ask, 
Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ? 

Bless our country. May we be for a name and a 
praise unto Thee in the whole earth. Largely have we 
been the recipients of thy goodness : and frieely may we 
give. Sanction the institutions and efforts, by which w^ 
are endeavouring to spread the benefits of the gospel. 
God be merciful unto us^ and bless us^ that his way may 
be known on eai4h, his saving health among all nations. 

O remember the number called in various ways, to 
suffer. Bless their daily rod as well as their daily bread, 
liay they feel impressions which shall never wear off; 
may they learn such lessons as shall never be foi^otten ; 
may they enjoy such consolations, as shall enable them 
to say. It is good for me that I have been afflicted. 

And to God, only wise, be glory and dominion, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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SATURDAY MORNINO. 

O THOU everlasting God, tiie Creator of all the ends 
of the e^th, and the Father of the frpirits of all flesh. 
We have destroyed ourselres, but in Thee is oar help. 
Our nature is defiled ; all the powers of our souls are 
degraded ; we are vile, we are miserable ; we are with* 
out strength. We condemn oui^elves ; and confess that 
we deserve to perish. If ever we are saved, it most be 
by goodness the most undeserved and astonishing ; not 
only by mercy, but abundant mercy ; not only by grace, 
but the exceeding riches of thy grace. 

And such mercy and grace Thou hast been pleased 
to reveal, and to promise, and to exemplify. Thou hast 
told us thy designs, and unlike the forebodings of our 
guilty minds, they are thoughts of peace, and not of evil. 

We bless Thee for devising means to rescue us from 
the perdition of sin, and restore <us to a state of happi- 
ness, and honour, and safety, superior to our original 
condition. We bless Thee for the provisions of the ev- 
erlasting covenant ; and for the constitution of a Media* 
tor between Thee and us. We rejoice that He failed 
not, nor was discouraged, but accomplished the work 
that was given Him to do, and said on the cross. It is 
finished. We rejoice that now thy justice is satisfied, 
thy truth established, thy law magnified, and a founda- 
tion laid, even in thy own glory, for our hope. 

May we look after present and personal interest in 
Christ, and never rest, till we can say — Surely he hath 
borne our grief, and carried our sorrow ; the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon him, and by his stripes we 
are healed. May we know, that in Him we have right- 
eousness, and strength, and are blessed with all spiritual 
blessings. While we are justified by his blood, may we 
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be saved by his life. While we glory in his cross,, may 
we bow to his sceptre, and long to hare the same mind 
in us, which was also in Him ; knowing, that if we have 
not the Spirit of Christ, we are none of his. 

We are convinced, that it is our happiness, as well 
as duty, to walk in thy ways, to keep thy statutes, and 
to submit to thy appointments : but we are equally con- 
vinced, that thy grace alone is sufficient for us, and that 
without Thee, we can do nothing. We cannot even 
stand, but as we are upheld by thy free Spirit. But 
with Thee is the residue of the Spirit : and Thou has^ 
engaged to give thy Holy Spirit to them that ask Ther. : 
yea. Thou hast said, Open thy mouth wide, and I fi ill 
fill it. Bless us, therefore, with -constant and increasing 
supplies of grace and strength: work in us to will aai 
to do of thy good pleasure ; and fulfil all the good plea- 
sure of thy goodness, and the work of faith with power. 

May our religion, instead of being an occasional and 
partial thing, be universal and invariable, in its influence 
and effects. May we be in the fear of the Lord, every 
day, and all the day long. May we hold communion 
with Thee in thy works, as well as in thy word, and in 
the dispensations <»f thy providence, as well as in the 
ordinances of thy house. 

May we always distinguish between the form of god- 
liness, and the power thereof; and between life, and a 
name to live. What is the hope of the hypocrite, though 
he hath gained, when Thou takest away his soul ?-~0 
make us Israelites indeed, in whom is no guile. Often 
may we examine ourselves, and inquire whether our re- 
ligion will bear the eye of God. If we are not right, 
set us riglit, and keep us right Search us, O God, and 
know our heart ; try us, and know our thoughts ; and 
see if there be any wicked way in usj and lead us in the 
»ay everlasting. 
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Impress us with a conyictioii of the Tanitj of the 
world, and the brerity and uncertainty of the time of our 
continuance here ; that we may keep the end of life in 
view, and apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

We are ignorant, and liable to a thousand delusions : 
but Thou knowest what is good for us. To Thee, 
therefore, we commit our works and our way ; and to 
Thee we refer the choice of our inheritance. 

Only be with us, and keep us in the way that we go, 
and giye us bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that 
we come to our Father's house in peace ; and the Lord 
shall be our God. 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
loye of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be 
with us all, now and for ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING, 

O GOD, Thou hast been the refuge and the dwelling 
place of thy people in all generations. To Thee, the 
poor and the needy have always repaired for succour ; 
and they that know thy name, will put their trust in 
Thee. And to whom should we go, but unto Thee? 
Thou hast the words of eternal life. There is no bless- 
ing we can implore, but Thou art able to give, and hast 
promised to give, and hast already given to a countless 
multitude, all unworthy and guilty like ourselves. Yea, 
Thou hast not spared thine own Son, but delivered Him 
up for us all : and wilt Thou not with Him, also, freely 
give us all things ? 

O make us more willing to receive, the supply of all 
our need, from thy riches, in glory, by Christ Jesus. 
And for this purpose, convince us of sin. Show tfs our 
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true character and coDMimi in thj eight Take away 
the stone out of oot hearts, and give as hearts of flesh. 
May we feel and bewail our foUy and ingratitade ; onr 
pride and unbelief; the rebellion of our lives, and the 
corruption of our nature. May we sorrow after a godly 
sort, and abhor ourselves, repenting in dust and ashes. 
Through the law, may we die unto the law, and despair 
of obtaining life, but from thy own sovereign mercy. 
May we look with wonder, and submission, and gratitude,- 
and delight, to the provinion which Thou hast made for 
the glory of thy own name, in the salvation of sinners. 
May we believe in Him, whom Thou hast set forth as a 
propitiation for sin, and as the end of the law for right* 
eousness — ^may we know Him in the power of his resur* 
rection and the fellowship of his sufferings ; and be made 
conformable unto his death. 

Give us that hope which maketh not ashamed. In- 
spire us with that love which excites to all holy obedi- 
ence. Pour into our hearts that joy of the Lord which 
is the strength of thy people : and enable us to say with 
Paul, The life that I now live in the flesh, I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me^ and gave Himself 
for me. 

And when we cannot pronounce on our own interest 
in divine things, may we still persevere in duty ; may 
we wait on the Lord, and keep his way ; and be humble 
and earnest suppliants at thy footstool, assured, that they 
who hunger and thirst after righteousness, are blessed — 
and shall be filled. 

Preserve us from that levity and indifierence which 
are so unbecoming creatures, who live continually under 
the eye of God, and are always on the brink of an eter- 
nal world. 

May we discover nothing like selfishness and unkind* 
ness, while professing to be the followers of Him, who 
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pleased not Himself; when rich, for our sakes became 
poor ; and went about doing good. 

May we hold ourselves at thy disposal, not only with 
regard to the duties, but events of life. Whatever pre- 
ferences we feel, may we submit them all to thy infinite 
wisdom, acd say, Nevertheless, not my will, but thine 
be done. If we are called to resign any of our enjoy- 
ments, .may we remember, that it is the absolute pro- 
prietor, and our best friend who requires them; and 
yield, in the spirit of Him, who when stripped of all, 
could say. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away ; and blessed be the name of the Lord. 

But make us thankful for thife. continuance of our 
comforts : and that in a world of such changes and mis*- 
ery^ our indulgences have been qo many, and our trials 
to few. 

Especially, would we be grateful for the means of 
grace, and the ordinances of religion, which still await 
us, notwithstanding all our unworthiness and provocations. 
O Lord, teach us to profit by them more than we have 
done : and as to-morrow is the rest of the holy sabbath 
unto the Lord our God, may we be in the spirit on thy 
own day ; and enter it in a state of mind suited to its 
solemnities, duties and privileges* May we leave every 
thing worldly at the foot of the mount, while we go to 
worship God above. May we experience the blessed- 
ness of the man, whose strength is in Thee, and in whose 
heart are the ways of them. May wi* go from strength 
to strength ; and at last may everyone of us in Zion ap- 
pear before God. 

O Lord God of hosts, hear our prayer, give ear O 
God of Jacob. Behold O God, our shield, and look upon 
th^ face of thine Anointed. Amen. 
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O THOU most'high. Thine eyes are in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good : thine eyes behold, and 
thine eye-lids tiy the children of men. We hope we 
can appeal to thy omniscience, and say, In the way of 
thy appointments, we are now waiting for Thee, while 
our desire is to thy name, and to the remembrance of 
Thee. 

We are sinners^ but not insensible of our state. Our 
iniquities are great and numberless ; but with a broken 
heart and a contrite spirit, we pray to be delivered from 
them, and led in the way everlasting. Our case is des- 
perate in itself, but there is hope in Israel concerning 
this thing* The combined help of men and angels could 
not reach our misery : but Thou art adequate to our 
relief 

Thou art rich in mercy. The blood of Jesus Christ, 
thy Son, cleanseth from all sin. The agency of thy Holy 
Spirit can subdue the most powerful corruptions. Heal 
us and we shall be healed ; save us, and we shall be sav- 
ed J for Thou art our praise. Hide thy face from owr 
sin, and blot out all our iniquity. Create in us also, O 
God, a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within us. 
Illuminate oUr understandings with the light of life. 
May we know the truth, and may the truth make us 
free. Give us tender and wakeful consciences ; and may 
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they always smite and torment us when we sin against 
God. May we be consistent and uniform in the whole of 
our conversation and conduct ; the' same alone and in 
company ; in prosperity and adversity ; esteeming all 
thy commandments concerning all things to be right, and 
hating every false way — Israelites indeed, in whom there 
is no guile. 

May we never be satisfied with any present progres* 
sion in the divine life : but this one thing may we do, 
forgetting the things that are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those that are before, press towards the ^ark, for 
the prize of our high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
May we add to our faith virtue ; and to virtue knowK 
edge ; and to knowledge temperance ; and to temper- 
ance godliness ; and to godliness brotherly kindness ; and 
to brotherly kindness charity ; and may all these things, 
not only be in us, but abound. 

And while we never forget what is necessary to con- 
stitute the christian character, may we never neglect 
what is needful' to complete it. May we be concerned 
to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour ; to recommend 
the religion of Jesus to all around us ; and to induce ob- 
servers to say, We will go with you, for we have heard 
that God is with you. 

Enable us to accommodate ourselves to the dispensa- 
tions of thy providence, with the views and feelings of 
christians. May we know how to be abased, and how 
to abound ; may we learn in whatsoever state we are, 
therewith to be content ; yea, in every thing, may we 
give thanks ; knowing that all the ways of the Lord, are 
mercy and truth, to those that trust in Him. 

May we feel the ties that unite us to our fellow-crea- 
tures, especially to our fellow-christians. By sympathy, 
and praise and prayer, may we make their mercies and 
12 
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miseries oar own ; rejoicing* with them that rejoice, and 
weeping with them that weep. 

Regard the sons and daughters of distress ; and as 
afflictions are not immutahle dispensations, and we are 
allowed to pray for temporal blessings conditionally, if it 
be thy pleasure, command deliverance for them: or 
should thy wisdom continue the trial, keep them from 
sinking or sinning in the evil day ; let thy strength be 
made perfect in their weakness ; and in the multitude of 
their thoughts within them, may thy comforts delight 
their souls. 

Be with those who will pass the day in absence from 
thy dear abode. Though Thou art with thy people in 
trouble, yet Thou hast taught them, by experience, to 
value thy ordinances, and to esteem a day in thy courts, 
better than a thousand. O let them not pass an unprof- 
itable, though a silent sabbath : let their meditation of 
Thee be sweet ; and though not in thy house, may they 
be in thy Spirit, on thy own day. 

And make those thankful, who are exempted from 
spiritual privations; and have liberty, and health, and 
strength, to go into thy house, in the multitude of thy 
mercies. 

We bless Thee that this is our privilege. May we 
know the day of our visitation, and embrace the things 
that belong to our peace. May we hear with solemnity 
of mind, knowing that for all these things, God will bring 
us into judgment. May we hear with prayer, remem- 
bering that whoever may plant or water, Thou alone 
canst give the increase. May we be doers of the word, 
and not hearers only; and may we keep in memory 
what is preached unto us, that we may not believe in 
vain. 

May we carry into ordinary life, the various portions 
of divine truth, which successively engage our attention^ 
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and use tbem as seasons and circamstances render them 
suitable : may its doctrines inform, its warnings caatioD, 
its rules guide, and its promises comfort us, till we have 
received the end of our faith, the salvation of our souls. 

Bless the congregation in whose devotions we are to 
mingle. Let thy minister be clothed with salvation, and 
let thy saints shout aloud for joy. O Thou holy and 
beautiful house, where our fathers praised Thee, peace 
be within thy walls — For our brethren and companions' 
sakes we will now say, Peace be within Thee. 

And bless, we beseech Thee, all thy churches, and 
all thy servants of every name. Plead thy own cause. 
Build up Zion. Establish and make Jerusalem a praise 
in the whole earth. May many run to and fro, and 
knowledge be increased : and may all know Thee, from 
the least even to the greatest. Our Father, &c. 
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QUICKEN our souls to call upon thy name : pour 
upon us the spirit of grace and of supplication ; and in 
our enlivened and enlai^ed experience; may we know 
that Thou art not only the gracious rewarder, but the 
Almighty helper of them that diligently seek Thee. 

For such O God is the ignorance of our minds, the 
vagrancy of our thoughts, the earthiness of our affections, 
and the unbelief of our hearts, that without Thee we 
can do nothing. But the preparation of the heart, and 
the answer of the tongue are from Thee ; thy Spirit 
helps our infirmities ; thy grace is sufficient for us. 
Unite our hearts to fear thy name : enable us to come 
even to thy seat ; and may our fellowship be with the 
God of love. 
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May we approach Thee, not as the Etenial Jehovah 
only, but as our Father and our Friend, out exceeding 
joy, the strength of our heart, and our portion for ever. 
May we not only exercise that faith, by which we under- 
stand the worlds were made by the word of God. May 
we not only believe in Thee as the God of nature and 
providence, but in Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent, 
and sent to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
We feel discouragements resulting from our guilty fears, 
and find it hard to believe, that on our return. Thou wilt 
meet us in peace. We therefore bless Thee, for the 
displaying of the exceeding riches of thy grace, in thy 
kindness towards us by Christ Jesus : and we rejoice in 
the blessed intelligence, that God was in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto Himself^ not imputing their iniqui- 
ties unto them. 

These glad tidings we have this day been hearing :' 
and O Lord, Thou knowest how often we have heard the 
joyful sound ; and Thou knowest the manner in which 
we have received it. We have reason to fear, that 
many have received it in vain ; that their hearing has 
only added to their guilt ; and that their sabbaths have 
been only employed in treasuring up wrath against the 
day of wrath. O what would the spirite in prison, give 
for one of our opportunities, one of our offers of mercy. 
How many now sitting in darkness, and in the regions of 
the shadow of death, would exult at the entrance of that 
light, against which we shut our eyes, or which we be- 
hold with indifference. 

Awaken, O Lord, in our consciences, the inquiry. 
How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ? 

May we believe the report we have this day heard ; 
and keep in memory what has been preached unto us, 
lest we believe in vain. May we hide thy word in our 
hearts, that we may not sin against Thee ; and may the 
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truth, as it is in Jesus, illuminate in us all that is dark, 
sanctify in us all that is unholy, estahlish all that is wa- 
vering, comfort all that is wretched, and accomplish in 
us all the good pleasure of thy goodness, and the work 
of faith with power, that *the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ may be glorified in us, and that w6 may be glori- 
fied in Him. 

We sometimes hope, Thou hast commenced a good 
work in us ; we hope that we have begun to see the 
evil of sin, to hunger and thirst after righteousness ; that 
we are asking the way to Zion, with our faces thither- 
ward ; and are praying. Remember me, O Lord, with 
the favour Thou bearest unto thy people. 

Command and enable us to go forward. Take us by 
the hand, and lead us on from strength to strength. Let 
Ihe dawn brea;k into the perfect day; and the blade 
become the full corn in the edr. 

We live in a world of changes, but Thou art the 
same ; may we know that Thou hast made with us an 
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure. 
We are pressing through a vale of tears ; but we bless 
Thee for the opening glory at the end. Enable us to 
realize, as our owoy a better, even a heavenly country. 
Prepare us for every part of our pilgrimage : uphold 
our goings in thy word ; and Jet no iniquity have domin- 
ion over us. 

May we rejoice as thougli we rejoiced not ; and weep 
as though we wept not ; and buy as though we possess- 
ed not ; and use this world as not abusing it. — 

We would sympathize with those who are in distress. 
Give to tliose that mourn in Zion, beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, and the garm^it of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness. 

Bless ail the institutions which are established to 
ilifiuse the scriptures, and to send forth missionarieau 
12* 
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Remember those who have gone forth to preach among 
the Gentiles, the unsearchable riches of Christ. Pre- 
serve their health, their morals, their spirituality, their 
zeal : let them be examples of all thej teach : and be 
Thou a little sanctuary to them among the heathen. 
May all the events that take place, in the nations of the 
earth, subserve the spread of the Redeemer's empire : 
and may we exult in the period, when the earth shall be 
filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea. 

And to God the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghost, be 
praises for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE heavens declare thy glory, O God, and the 
firmament showeth thy handy work. Day unto day ut- 
tereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge ; 
and there is no speech, nor language, where their 
voice is not heard. We behold displays of thy wisdom, 
power and goodness, in all thy works, from the largest, 
to the least. 

But Thou hast magnified thy word, above all thy 
name : and we can never be sufficiently thankful, for 
the revelation of thy will in the scriptures of truth. We 
bless Thee that this sacred volume has been preserved, 
and translated, and published, and multiplied, so that we 
all have it in our possession, and can read, in our own 
tongue, the wonderful works of God. Here we see, m>t 
only thy greatness, but thy grace : and not only thy pity, 
but thy rectitude: we see mercy and truth meeting 
together, righteousness and peace kissing each other. 
Here Thou hast shined in our hearts, to give us the 
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light of the knowledge of thy glory, in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 

For in Him Thou hast reconciled the world unto 
thyself, not imputing their trespasses unto them. Thou 
hast made Him to he sin for us, who knew no sin, that 
we might he made the righteousness of God in Him. 
And Thou hast raised Him up from the dead, and given 
Him glory, that our faith and hope may he in God. 
May the hearts, thus tenderly wooed, he effectually won. 
At the view of this infinite kindness, may we resign all 
our unworthy and suspicious thoughts ; and placing our 
confidence in Thee, return and say — Lord, L am thine, 
save me. Look Thou upon me, and be merciful unto 
me, as Thou usest to do unto those that love thy name. 

We ask not to be enrolled among the rich and the 
great of this world, but to be numbered with those, who 
are blessed with all spiritual blessings, in heavenly 
places, in Christ. The graves are ready for us ; and we 
shall soon be in a state, that will render it a matter of 
indifference to us, whether we have filled a cottage, or 
a palace — ^but it will be eternally important to us, that 
we have been justified by thy grace, and sanctified by 
thy spirit, and adopted into thy family. May we, there- 
fore, be wise unto salvation : and make it our present, 
our supreme, our persevering concern, to obtain those 
blessings which are spiritual in their nature ; eternal in 
their continuance ; satisfying in their possession ; and 
which unerringly indicate, that we are the friends of 
God. 

Preserve us from a false estimate of the whole of our 
character, or of any part of it. May we regard our 
principles, as well as our conduct ; our motives, as well 
as our actions. May we never mistake the excitement 
of our passions, for the renewing of the Holy Ghost. 
May we never judge of our religion, by occasional im- 
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pressions and impulses; but by our constant and pre- 
vailing disposition. May our heart be right with God, 
and our life such as become th the gospel. ^ 

May we maintain a supreme regard to another and a 
better world, and feel, and confess ourselves to be only 
strangers and pilgrims in this. How often, by bodily 
infirmities and pains, by relative afflictions, and by dis- 
satisfactions growing out of every enjoyment — how often 
have we been told — ^O when shall we be taught, that 
this is not our rest ? O God, not only command, but ena- 
ble us, to arise and depart hence. Afford us all the di- 
rection, all the defence, all the support, all the consola- 
tion, our journey will require. Give us, in large abun- 
dance, the supply of the spirit of Jesus Christ, that we 
may be prepared for every duty : that we may love 
Thee in all our mercies ; that we may submit to Thee 
in every trial. May we trust Thee when we walk in 
darkness, and have no light : and amidst all the changes 
of the present, and the uncertainties of the future, may 
our minds be kept in perfect peace, being stayed upon 
God. 

Hast Thou not made with us an everlasting cove- 
nant, ordered in all things and sure ? The very hairs of 
our head — Are they not all numbered ? Are not all thy 
ways mercy and truth ? Lord, we believe, help Thou 
our unbelief And now unto Him that is able to keep 
us from falling, and to present us faultless, before the 
presence of his glory, with exceeding joy. To the only 
wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and for ever. Amen. 
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O LORD, Thou art over all by thy providential 
agency ; and rich unto all that call upon Thee, in the 
exercise of thy mercy and grace. . With Thee is the 
fountain of life, and in thy light shall we see light. 

Help us to consider the way, the new and living 
way, in which a fallen creature can approath Thee with 
acceptsince. May we behold the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the sins of the world. May we contemplate 
the dignity of his person, the perfection of his sacrifice, 
and the prevalency of his intercession, who is the great 
High Priest over the house of God. And may we feel 
the distance between Thee and us done away, and rejoice 
that now, in Christ Jesus, we who sometimes were far 
off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

A glorious high throne, from the beginning, has been 
the place of thy people's sanctuary : and we have found 
it good to be there. O what a resource is devotion ! — 
When under all the toils that weary us, the cares that 
corrode us, the infirmities that press us down, the fears 
that disturb us — in every thing by prayer and supplica- 
tion, with thanksgiving, we can make known our suppli- 
cation unto God ; and feel a peace which passeth all un- 
derstanding, keeping our hearts and minds, through 
Christ Jesus. 

We were as sheep going astray, but are now return- 
ed unto the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. Yet we 
feel the same grace that restored us, to be necessary to 
preserve us, and to supply us. And hast not Thou 
promised to lead us, to guard us, to suffer us to want no 
good thing, to make all grace to abound towards us ? 
^nd art not Thou a faithful God, and able also to per- 
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form ? Lord, we take Thee at thy word. Do as Thou 
hast said. 

We ha^e tasted that Thou art gracious, and the rel- 
ish has proToked our desires after more : and thej who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness are hlessed, and 
shall be filled. Make us to lie down in green pastures, 
and feed us beside the still waters, where we shall often 
exclaim, O, how great is his goodness, and how great is 
his beauty. • 

We often meet with those who have far more grace 
than we ourselves have : but this encourages our hope ; 
since they were once poor, and He who supplied them, 
is as rich as ever— ^and as accessible — and as free. We 
are continually meeting with duties and trials, which call 
for more grace than we have in ourselves ; but not more 
than we have in our divine treasury, in whom it hath 
pleased Thee that all fulness should dwell. To Him 
therefore, may we continually repair, and from his ful- 
ness receive, and grace for grace, till every void made 
by sin be replenished, and we ourselves, filled with all 
the fulness of God. We bless Thee that Tbou dost not 
despise the day of small things ; but we aspire afler a 
day of great ones. We are not straightened in Thee: 
may we never be contracted in ourselves ; may our de- 
sires be enlai^ed, and our hopes emboldened ; may we 
honour Thee by the entireness of our dependence, and 
the greatness of our expectation ; and living and walk- 
ing in the Spirit, may we go from strength to strength, 
and be changed from glory into glory, till we appear 
perfect before Thee in Zion. 

We know not what a day may bring forth ; nor would 
we, if it were in our power, draw back the veil that 
hides the future, and learn the times and the seasons 
which the Father hath put into his own power. But, O 
be Thou with us in all, and prejpare us for alL Pre- 
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pare us for the smiles of prosperity :• prepare us for the 
frowns of adversity ; prepare us for those losses in snh- 
stance, and those bereayements in friends — so possible, 
so probable in a world like this : prepare us for the days 
of darkness, for they may be many : prepare us for eve* 
ry change, and when heart and flesh fail us, and we have 
no more a portion in all that is done under the sun, be 
Thou the strength of our heart, and our portion for ever. 

May our very memory be blessed. May those who 
follow us, praise God that we have ever lived : and may 
we leave behind us, those instructions, examples, and 
effects, which shall glorify our God on earth, while our 
spirits have joined the spirits of just men, made perfect 
in heaven. 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesi» Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 
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O THOU, whose name alone is Jehovah, the most 
high over all the €arth ; we desire to adore the perfec- 
tions of thy nature, and to admire the works of thy 
hands. May the united displays of thy greatness, and 
thy goodness, impress our minds, and influence our 
thoughts and a£fections, while we approach Thee. 

Heaven is thy throne, and the earth is thy footstool. 
The universe, with aU its myriads of creatures, was 
made by thy word, and is upholden by thy power : and 
Thou dost according to thine own will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth : none 
can stay thy hand, or say unto Thee, what doest Thou ? 
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But Thou art the Father of mercies ; the God of all 
grace ; and the God of all comfort. Eren we, poor 
mean dying creatures, are not beneath thy care. Thou 
hast been mindful of us ; Thou hast visited us ; and thy 
fisitation hath preserved our spirits. The lines are 
fallen to us in pleasant places ; yea, we have a goodly 
heritage. We live in a land of vision. We have the 
scriptures in our hands ; and our ears hear the joyful 
sound of the gospel. We know that Thou hast not 
spared thine own Son, but delivered Him up for us all. 
We know that He has borne our grief, and carried our 
sorrow ; that his blood cleanseth from all sin ; and that 
whosoever belie veth on Him shall not perish, bat have 
everlasting life. 

We come in his name, and make mention of his 
righteousness only. We plead the obedience and suffer- 
ings of Him^ who magnified the law, both in its precept 
and penalty, and made it honourable. May we be justi 
fied by his blood ; and may we be saved by his life. 
May we be joined to the Lord, and of one spirit with 
Him. May we deny ourselves, and take up our cross, 
and follow Him. May the agency of thy grace, prepare 
us for all the dispensations of thy providence. May we 
be willing that the Lord should choose our inheritance 
for us ; and determine, what we shall retain or lose ; 
what we shall suffer or enjoy. 

If indulged with prosperity, may we be secured from 
its snares, and lise its advantages, as not abusing thefn. 
And may we patiently and cheerfully submit to those 
afflictions, which are necessary to hedge up our way 
when we are tempted to wander, to excite an abhor- 
rence of sin, to wean us from the present evil world, 
and to make us partakers of thy holiness. Only assure 
us, and we shall learn in whatsoever state we are, there- 
with to be content — only assure us,^ that Thou wilt be 
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with us in trouble, and that, at the end of the rale of 
tears, we shall enter EmmanuePs land, where the inhab- 
itants no more say, I am sick ; where our sun shall no 
more go down, nor our moon withdraw itself, but God 
shall be our everlasting light, and the days of our mourn- . 
ing shall be ended. 

May our friends and relations be fellow heirs with 
us of the grace of life. Let our house be the tabema-- 
cle of the righteous : let children and servants be a seed 
to serve Thee : and among none bf t^ose who surround 
this family altar, may there be weeping and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth, when they shall see Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of G6d, and they them- 
selves shut out. 

Lord, help us all to view our religious opportunities 
as talents, for which we are accountable : to remember, 
that our greatest danger results from our highest privi- 
leges ; and to fear, lest a promise being left us of enter- 
ing into 'Ihy rest, any of us should- seem to c^me short 
of it 

Thou hast determined the bounds of our habitation ; 
and by the events of thy providence, many of those in 
whose society we delight, are separated from us. When 
we are absent in body, may we be often present in spirit. 
We conmiend our absent friends and kindred to thy cov- 
enant care. May no evil tidings concerning them, wound 
our hearts : spare them in thy mercy ; may we often 
enibrace each other in circumstances of health and com- 
fort ; or if we have had our last interview on earth, may 
we all meet in our heavenly^ Father's house, and be for 
ever with each other : and for ever with the Lord. 

In hope of which, with ever/ other blessing, we de- 
voutly ascribe to* the only wise God our Sayiour, praise 
and glory everlasting. Amen. 
13 
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O THOU King of Glory, we desire to approach thy 
divine Majesty with reverence and godly fear, and ta 
worship Thee in the beauty of holiness. Every perfec- 
tion adorns thy nature, and sustains thy throne. The 
heaven is thine ; the earth is thine ; the world is thine, 
and the fulness thereof. Thy power drew the universe 
from nothing. Thy wisdom has managed all its multi- 
plied concerns, presiding over nations, families and indi- 
viduals, and numbering the very hairs of our head. Thy 
goodness is boundless : the eyes of all wait upon Thee, 
and Thou givest them their meat in due season : Thou 
openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of .every 
living things How precious are the thoughts of thy 
mercy and grace — and so excellent is thy loving kind- 
ness, that even the children of men, put their trust under 
the shadow of thy wing. 

Thou art the blessed and happy God. O teach tis to 
pface our happiness in thyself. May we never seek the 
living among the dead, nor ask with the deluded many, 
Who will show us any good? but may we prize the 
light of thy countenance ; implore the joy of thy salva- 
tion ; and passing by the attractions of creatures, be able 
to say. Whom have I in heaven but Thee, and there is 
none upon earth that I desire beside Thee. 

Thou hast been infinitely more attentive to our hap- 
piness, than we ever have been, or ever can be. Thou 
madest man upright, and when, by voluntary transgres- 
sion, we fell away from Thee, Thou didst not treat us 
with the severity, or the neglect, we deserved. In thy 
love and pity Thou wast pleased to provide for us a 
Saviour, who bore our grief and carried our sorrows, 
and put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
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Applj this redemption to our hearts, by the jastifica- 
tion of our persons, and the sanctiikation of our natures. 
We confess our transgressions — Have mercy upon "us. 
We are heavy laden — Give us rest. We are ignorant — 
Make us wise unto salvation. We are helpless— Let thy 
strength be made perfect in our weakness. We are 
poor and needy — Bless us with all the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. Having begun a religious course, may 
we run and not be weary, and walk and not faint. And 
though perplexities, and trials, and dangers await us, yet 
may we travel on, unchecked and undismayed, knowing, 
Thou hast said, I will never kave thee, nor forsake 
thee. 

Thus far, blessed be thy name. Thou hast led us on, 
and we have found Thee faithful to thy promises. We 
have had our sorrows ; but ThOu hast been a very pres- 
ent help in every time of trouble. We have had our 
fears ; but Thou hast not suffered the enemy to triumph 
over us. We have sometimes been oa the verge of 
despair, and have said, I am cast out of thy sight : but 
we have been enabled to look again towards thy holy 
temple : and the shadow of death has been turned into 
the morning. Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. Thy 
vows are upon us, O God : we will render praises unto 
Thee. For Thou hast delivered oar souls from death : 
wtU not Thou deliver our (eet from falling, that we may 
walk before God in the light of the living? 

We would feel the connexions which unite us to 
others, and by sympathy, and prayer, and praise, make 
their miseries and mercies our own. We would rejoice 
with those that rejoice, and weep with those that weep. 
Provide support and employment for the poor, and may 
their hands be su^ient ibr them. Make the widow's 
heart to sing for joy ; and in Tbee^ miay the fatherless 
fiad mercy. Visit these that are en beds of sickness, and 
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prepare them for thy pleasure : that if thej live, it may 
be to serve Thee ; and if they die, it may be to enjoy 
Thee. Bless our nation. May every department of 
oar government be under the control of infinite wisdom 
and goodness ; and let righteousness and peace be the 
stability of our times. Do good, in thy good pleasure, 
unto Zion ; build Thou the ivalls of Jerusalem : and may 
all our churches, like the original disciples, continue in 
the apostles^ doctrine, and in fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayer. 

Protect and refresh us through the night season : and 
then cause us to hear thy loving kindness in the morn- 
ing; for in Thee do we trust; cause us taknow the way 
wherein we should go, for we lift up our souls unto 
Thee, ^ffe implore it through the intercession of thy 
dear Son, and our Saviour. 

And blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be 
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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O GOD, Thou art incomprehensible^ and in none of 
thy works and ways, can any of thy creatures find Thee 
eut, unto perfection. Yet Thou hast not left thyself 
without witness, nor called us to worship an unknown 
God. Thou hast been pleased to reveal thyself to us, 
as far as our wants and welfare require ; and, among 
other endearing characters, we can discern ^Thee, as a 
God hearing prayer. 

Thou never saidst to the see^l of Jacob, Seek ye me 
in vain. A glorious high throne, from the beginning, 
has been the place of thy people's sanctuary. And 
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thither would we fi^ir, in all our difficolties, necessi- 
ties, and distresses, and find it good to draw near to God. 
Possess us with the spirit of grace, which is always a 
spirit of supplication. May we live in a prayerful frame 
of mind, that will always allow of our immediate and 
pleasing intercourse with Thee: in the ordinary con- 
cerns of life, may our thoughts and desires often ascend 
the skies ; and in habitual devotion, may we find a re- 
source, that will sooth our sorrows, sanctify our success-* 
es, and qualify us for all our dealings with our fellow 
creatures. 

We hiess Thee, that Thou hast made us capable of 
knowing Thee, the Author of all being ; of resembling 
Thee, the perfection of all excellency ; and of enjoying 
Thee, the source of all happine^. Though we are un- 
worthy to share in thy loving ^kindness, it is thy pleasure 
that we seek after it ; and Thou hast said, Their hearts 
shall live that seek God, Thereft)re, look Thou upon 
us, and be merciful tp us, as Thou usest to do unto those 
that love thy name. May we be accepted in the belov- 
ed, and know that in Him, we have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of our sins. May we 
view Him, as the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth ; and as the source of all that 
grace, by which we are renewed in the spirit of our 
minds. May we always contemplate our duties in con- 
nexion with those promises, which ensure ability for 
the performance of them ; and while weak in ourselves, 
may we be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might. 

Attend us, O God, in every part of our arduous and 
trying pilgrimage. We need the same counsel, the same 
defence, the same comfort, as at the moment of our set- 
ting out — ^Cast us not away from thy presence, and take 
oot thy Holy Spirit from us; May we live in the Spirit, 
13* 
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and may if e walk in the Spirit. . Anddoiaj our path be as 
the shiDiDg light, that shineth more ikd more unto the 
perfect day. 

Let our religion be more obvious to our own con- 
sciences ; and more perceptible to the eye of those 
around us. May all that see and hear us, take knowl- 
edge of us, that we have been with Jesus. While He is 
representing us in heaven, may we represent Him on 
earth : while He pleads our cause, may we plead his : 
and be concerned in all things to show forth his praise, 
who is making all things to work together for our good- 

Arise, O God, and plead thy own cause. Give the 
word, and let ihe company of those that publish the glad 
tidings of thy kingdom, be great. May thy house be 
filled with inhabitants, and thy table furnished with 
guests : and let all that love thy salvation say. The Lord 
be magnified. 

Be gracious to our absent connexions — our hearts^ 
desire and prayer to God for them is, that they may be 
saved. 

Continue thy goodness to this household. 

To the care which has watched over us through 
another night, we give up ourselves in prospect of the 
duties and events, of the day. Let thy presence go with 
us : and thy blessing attend us : and whether we wake 
or sleep, may we live together with Christ. 

In whose words we address Thee, as Our Father, &c. 
Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O THOU ever blessed God, we desire to approach 
Thee, -adoring thy perfections, and admiring thy works. 
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which are sought out of all them that have pleasure 
therein. . May we feel hecoming regards towards Thee 
as our Creator, the Preserver of men, and the Sayiour 
of sinners. 

Thy name is most excellent in all the earth, and 
Thou hast set thy glory above the heavens. Thy com- 
passions fail not, and therefore we are not consumed. 
We are filled witb wonder, at thy jMdescension in no*- 
ticing creatures so poor and worthleniPand at thy mercy 
and grace, in providing for the deliverance and happi- 
ness of creatures so miserable and guilty. We can nev- 
er sufficiently bless Thee, that we were bom in a chris- 
tian country, where the trae light shineth, and we can 
hear words whereby we may be saved How suitable, 
and encouraging are the discoveries, the invitations, and 
the promises of the gospel of peace. Here are announc- 
ed, pardon for rebels, liberty for captiyes, health for the 
sick, and a free, full, and everlasting salvation for them 
that are lost. Here we are informed, that Thou hs^t 
not spared thine own Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all : that He has fulfilled and magnified the law : that 
his blood cleanse th from all sin ; that in Him all fulness 
dwells ; and that whosoever bejieveth on Him shall not 
be confounded. 

In his beloved name we come, and avail ourselves of 
the plea, which Thou thyself hast afforded us. For his 
sake be merciful unto us, and bless us, and cause thy face 
to shine upon us, that we may be saved. May we be 
justified by his blood, and have access into that grace, 
wherein we shall stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God. May thy image be reimpressed upon our souls, 
in knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness. May 
thy Holy Spirit take full possession of our hearts, and 
lead us into all truth, and enable us to walk in all thy 
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coDimaDdnieiitB and ordmances blameless; may we be 
fraitful in every good word and work to do thy will. 

Raise us above the world ; where duty is coDcemed, 
may we feel neither its frowns nor its smiles. May it 
erer be a light thing with us, to be judged of man's judg- 
ment. May thy approbation be our only aim ; and thy 
word our only rule ; and with Enoch may we ail enjoy 
the testimony thai|H|e pleaise God. Keep us from, or 
preserve us in, thMRur of temptation. May we abhor 
and avoid whatever would grieve thy Holy Spirit, and 
cause Thee to hide thy face from us. May we walk in 
the fear of the Lord, that we mxy walk in the comforts 
of the Holy Ghost ; and may we always suspect the con- 
fidence and consolation, which can be enjoyed along with 
a worldly temper, and a careless conversation. 

' May we have no fellowship with the unfruitful works 
of darkness ; but rather reprove them : yet may we in 
meekness instruct those who oppose themselves, and be 
gentle and patient towards all men. And may we — do, 
a» well as^ teach. May we be not only professors of the 
. gospel — ^but examp^les, displaying in every relation, and 
office, and condition of life, its excelleucy, loveliness, 
and advanta^s, that we may put to silence the ignorance 
of foolish men, and even constrain them to glorify God 
in the day of visitation. 

How weH does it become us- to be humble. How 
little have we illustrated our principles, or improved our 
advantages. How often have we injured, instead of 
recommending the cause of our Redeemer ! How little 
have we served our generation ; and how few are those 
to whom we have been a blessing ! In many things we 
have offended: and in all, come short of thy glory. 
Pardon our iniquity, for it is great. 

Forgive the imperfections, omissions and sins, of 
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another day ; and make us thankful for the continuance 
of its numberless blessings. 

Shelter us through the night ; and in the morning, 
with renewed strength and grateful hearts, may we rise 
to love Thee more, and serve Thee better, than we 
have done this day-^through our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 
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O LORD our God, blessed is the man whom Thou 
choosest, and causest to approach unto Thee. In thy 
presence there is fulness' of joy, and at thy right-hand 
there are pleasures for evermore. With Thee is the 
fountain of life, and in thy light alone can we see light. 

We therefore intreat thy favour, with our whole 
heart. We acknowledge that we have forfeited all 
claims to it; and if we had no better ground of hope, 
than our deservings, we must sink into despair. For 
against Thee only have we sinned, and done evil in thy 
sight, that Thou mightest be justified when Thou speak- 
est, and clear when Thou judgest 

But with Thee there is mercy, and with Thee there 
is plenteous redemption. We bless Thee for the assur- 
ance, that Thou hast sent thy own Son into the world, 
not to condemn the world, but that the world, through 
Him, might be saved. We rejoice, that neither the 
number nor heinonsness of our transgression, is a bar to 
that foi^iveness, which is founded on the sufferings and 
sacrifice of the cross. The blood of Jesus Christ, thy 
Son, cleanse th from all sin. By the blood of that cove- 
nant which He has ratified, send forth thy prisoners out 
of the pit wherein there is no water. Graciously absolve 
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US from all our guilt ; and pronoonce our discharge from 
all condemnation, not only in the court of heaven, but in 
the court of conscience, that being justified by faith, we 
may have peace with God ; and enjoy the glorious liber- 
ty of his children. 

But, O save us from the hope of the hypocrite, which 
shall perish. Never suifer us to impose upon ourselves, 
in any thing that relates to our eternal state. May we 
never suppose that we are in Christ, unless we are new 
creatures : or that we are bom of the Spirit, unless we 
mind the things of the Spirit. May we never rest satis- 
fied with any professions of belief, or any outward forms 
or services, while the heart is not right with God. May 
we judge of our sincerity in religion, by our fear to of* 
fend Thee ; by our concern to know what Thou wilt 
have us to do ; and our willingness to deny ourselves, 
and take up our cro^ and follow the Lamb, whitherso- 
ever he goeth. 

May nothing render ufl forgetful of thy glory ; may 
nothing turn us aside from thy commands ; may nothing 
shake our confidence in thy promises* Take from us the 
evil heart of unbelief-— the cause of all our waverings 
and wanderings : may we believe, that we may be estab- 
lished in our goings; and be always abounding in the 
work of the Lord. 

Prepare us for whatever we have to meet with, be- 
tween this morning, and the grave. We know not what 
lies before us ; but Thou knowest, and thy grace can 
make us sufficient for every service and every suffering. 

Let not our temporal occupaticms ever injure our 
spiritual concerns ; or the cares of this life make us for^ 
get, or neglect, the one thing needful : may we learn the 
holy art of abiding with God in our callings ; of being in 
the world without being of it : and of making every thing 
Bot only consistent with religion, but conducive to it. 
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May we do, and may we say notluug, by which we 
shall offend against the generation of thy children. If 
strong, may we bear the infirmities of the weak, and not 
please ourselves. If preserved, may we restore a broth* 
er that has been overtaken in a fault, in the spirit of 
meekness, considerii^ ourselves, lest we also be tempted. 

Bless those who have done us good, and render seven 
fold into their own bosom : and fox^ve those who have 
done tts evil, and enable us to forgive them. 

Bless those who are near and dear to us : may they 
be near and dear to Thee. Bless them in their outward 
comforts ; but above all, may their souls prosper. 

Be gracious to our native land. Be mindful of our 
rulers. Teadi our senators wisdom : and so control the 
minds and hearts of those, who are entrusted with the 
public welfare, as that they may glorify Thee — and se- 
cure the best good of the people. Bless the gates of 
Zion, and all the dwellings of Jacob. Let thy secret 
reside in the families of them that fear Thee : and may 
those, that hare neglected to call upon thy name, imme- 
diately adopt the resolution of Joshua, As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord. 

This momix)^ sacrifice, we offer in the all prevailing 
name of our adorable Redeemer — ^And unto Him that 
ioved us, and washed us from our sins in his own Mood, 
and hath made us kings and priests unto God, and to his 
Father, be glory and dominion, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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» 

O GOD, by the return of this hour of devotion. Thou 
hast again said ; Seek ye my face ; and our hearts have 
an§(wered. Thy iace Lord will we seek. 
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We Talue every opportunity of approaching Thee, 
not only ai oar duty, but as our unspeakable pririlege. 
We rejoice, that there is opened a new and living way 
into the holiest of all ; and that as we enter, we can see 
Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and hear the 
voice of the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better 
things than that o(^ Abel. We are unprofitable servants. 
Oar obedience, instead of meriting recompense, deserves 
Condemnation for its numerous defects. We are asham- 
ed even of our devotions ; and often question, whether 
any of our religion, will bear the eye of God. 

But it is our encouragement, that if we cannot come 
to Thee as saints, we may come as sinners, with the 
assurance, that Thou wilt in no wise cast us out. We 
therefore come as sinners — ^yet sinners who hate them- 
selves for their abominations, and long for deliverance. 
Hear the groaning of the prisoners, and loose those who 
are appointed unto death. Heal us, and we shall be 
healed ; save us, and we shall be saved, for Thou art 
our praise. Save us from the curse of the law jvhich 
we have violated : save us from the power and love of 
every sin : save us from sn evil heart of unbelief in de- 
parting from the living God: save us from the present 
evil world : save us from our adversary the devil, who 
goeth about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour — That being delivered out of the hand of our 
enemies, we may serve Thee without fear, in holiness 
and righteousness before Thee, all the dnys of our lives. 

We sometimes hope Thou hast begun a good work 
in us, and we take comfort from the assurance, that 
Thou wilt perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. We 
ought to be humble, but we would not be ungrateful, 
nor refuse to acknowle^e what Thou hast done for our 
souls; for by thy grace alone, we are what we are. 
Thou hast shown us the evil of sin, and the beauty there 
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is in holiness : Thoa hast led us to hunger and thirst 
after righteousness : we glory in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ : we long to be conformed to his example * 
and we have taken hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, 
and have said, We will go with you, for we have heard 
that God is with you. 

O Thou, who despisest not the day of small things, 
perfect that which concemeth us. May we not only 
have hope, but abound in hope ; may we not only have 
faith, but be rich in faith ; may we not only be fruitful, 
but be filled with all the fruits of rightousness, which are 
by Jesus Christ unto the glory and praise of Crod. 

Let us hot be of the number of those, who are always 
learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of 
the truth. May. we have clear and consistent •views of 
divine truth ; and may every doctrine we admit into our 
judgments, have a powerful influence over our hearts. 
May it bring, as well as reveal^Hsalvation ; and teach us 
to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in the present world. May the 
love of God subdue tiie lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eye, and the pride of life, and whatever is not of the 
Father, but is of the world. 

May we love our neighbour as ourselves, and never 
hide ourselves from our own flesh. May we look, not 
every man on his own things, but every man also on the 
things of others, and especially the things that are Jesus 
Christ's. 

May we never crucify him afresh and put him to an 
open shame. May we rather die, than cause his worthy 
name to be blasphemed. May our devoted hearts be 
hourly asking. What shall I do for him, who when rich, 
for our sakes became poor, and died that we might live. 
May He obtain the purchase of his blood in our revolted 
world ; and see of the travail of his soul, and be satisfied. 
14 
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Let all king« fall down before Him, and all natioofi 8er?e 
Him. And blessed be his glorious name for ever, and 
let the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen and 
Amen. 
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' O THOU eyer blessed God. It is good for us to 
^raw near to Thee ; and if we had no other privilege to 
be thankful for, we ought continually to praise Thee, 
for permission and encouragement to approach the 
throne of thy grace, there to spread before Thee all our 
wants and all our desires. 

We are not worthy of the blessing : we are not wor- 
thy of the least of all thy mefcies. We are fiir gone 
from the original righteousness in which we were cre-^ 
ated ; and the depravity of our nature has appeared, in 
the disobedience and rebellion ^ our lives. How early 
did we discover tendencies to discontent, and pride, and 
envy, and revenge. O remember not against us, the 
sins of our youth I — Nor the multiplied transgressions of 
riper years — our misimproved time and talents, our 
abused mercies and means, our wasted and perverted 
sabbaths and seasons of grace, our neglect of thy great 
salvation, and our disregard of the Friend of sinners, 
who loved us so as to die for us. 

Our iniquity is increased over our head, and our 
trespass is gone up into the very heaven. While we 
confess our guilt, may we individually and deeply feel it, 
and be filled with self-abhorrence and self-despair. 

But help us to remember, that there is hope in Israel 
concerning this thing. Enable us to hear the voice that 
proclaims, Behold the Lamb of God^ that taketh away 
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the Bin of the world. Through Him may we retam to 
Thee, and find Thee a God, ready to pardon sin, and 
able to subdue it. Through Him may we give up oui^ 
selves to Thee, as our portion to enjoy, and our master 
to serve, for ever. At thy footstool, in the spirit of suIk 
mission, may we ever say. Speak, Lord, for thy servant 
heareth. May we not only obey, but delight to do thy 
will, yea, may thy law be within our heart. 

Conscious of our danger, may we watch ; and sensi- 
ble of our inability to keep ourselves, may we pray— lest 
we enter into temptation. Hold Thou us up, and we 
shall be safe. Preserve our understandings from error ; 
our affections from the love of idols ; our lips from 
speaking guile, our life from every stain of vice, and otrr 
character from the very appearance of evil. 

And may we not only be harmless and blameless, 
the sons of God without rebuke ; but may we be exem-* 
plary and useful, holding forth the word of life, and 
adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour, in all things. 
If the Saviour has manifested himself to us, as he does 
not unto the worlds may we declare that which we have 
seen and heard, unto others, that they also may have 
fellowship with us ; and having tasted that the Lord is 
gracious ourselves, may we eter be saying to those 
around us, O taste and see that the Lord is good, blessed 
is the man that trnsteth in Him. And may we walk in 
wisdom towards them that are without. May our efforts 
be guided by prudence, as well as animated by zeal. 
May we distinguish things that differ; and — not by a 
sacrifice of principle, but by a judicious use of circum^ 
stances and opportunities, may we become all things to 
all men, if by any means we may gain some. And O let 
ouf endeavours be successful — ^for he that converteth a 
sinner from the error of his way, shall save a soul from 
death and shall hide a multitude of sins. 
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Especially, may our solicitude and exertion be avail- 
Me with regard to our connexions and relations. Let 
those, who are dear to os in the bonds of nature or 
friendship, become fellow-heirs with us of the grace of 
life, and fellow-labourers with us in the Lord^s vineyard. 

Let the rising generation be a seed to serve Thee. 
Excite them by the command — ^Remember now thy Cre- 
ator, in the days of thy youth ; and encourage them by 
the promise — I love them that love me, and they that 
seek me early, shall find me. 

Regard the aged. Alarm the old in sin : convince 
them that it is high time, and that it will shortly be too 
late, to seek the things that belong to their everlasting 
peaci». Support those who have long known Thee, and 
whose gray hairs, as a crown of glory, are found in the 
way of righteousness. Cast them not off in the time of 
old age, and forsake them not when their st^ength 
faileth. 

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the 
dead, our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant ; make us 
perfect in every good work, to do his will, working in us 
that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Ameus 
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O GOD, thy command and thy promise, our duty 
and our privilege, induce us to avail ourselves of every 
opportunity of approaching the throne of thy grace. 
We are all indigence and inability. It is not in %e ^ft^- 
er of men and angels to reach our case ; and afford us 
the blessings we so much need, and so much desire. 
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Our only hope is in the name of the Lord God, who 
made heaven and earth. 

But Thou art over all ; and rich unto all that call up- 
on Thee ; and Thou Lord hast not forsaken them that 
seek Thee. We love to reflect upon the displays of thy 
perfections ; and to contemplate, what Thou hast done 
for others, as poor and destitute, as sinful and guilty, as 
we are : and to remember that thy hand is not shortened 
that it cannot save, nor thy ear heavy that it cannot hear. 

Behold a company of suppliants at thy footstool, in 
all the eflfects of the fall. Our understandings are dark- 
ened. Our hearts are hearts of stone. Our very con- 
science also is defiled. Our affections are earthly and 
sensual. Open Thou the eyes of our understanding. 
Give us hearts of flesh. Purify our consciences from 
dead works, to serve the living God, Set our affections 
on things that are above ; and as He who has called us 
is holy, so may we also be holy in all manner of conver- 
sation and godliness. 

Deliver us from the bondage of corruption, and bring 
us into the glorious liberty of thy children : that being 
made free from sin, and become servants unto God, we 
may have our fruit tmto holiness, and our end everlast- 
ing life. 

Preserve us from all self-delusion, especially where 
our souls are concerned. May we never be flattered by 
the good opinion of our fellow creatures, against the 
convictions of our own consciences ; but remember, that 
if our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, 
and knoweth all things. May we never substitute mere 
opinions, and outward forms and ceremonies, in the room 
of that grace, which renews the soul and sanctifies the 
life- Ever keep alive in our minds the belief, that in 
Christ Jesus, neither circumcision availeth ady tfaing^^ 
nor uncircumcision, but a new creature : and in the ex- 
14* 
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atninations of our religious state and character, may we 
look after that kingdom, which is not meat and drink, 
hut righteousness, and peace, and joj in the Holy Ghost. 

Inspire us with a well grounded hope of heiog, one 
day, presented before the presence of thy glory ; when 
we shall see Thee without ofascurity, approach Thee 
without sin, serve Thee without imperfection, and enjoy 
Thee without sorrow. How remote now do we often 
feel from this exalted state ! And how improbable does 
it frequently seem, that we should ever attain it. We 
have never yet been better than a bruised reed, and a 
smoking flax : and thy patience alone could have borne 
with our imperfections and perverseness. Yet we trust 
thy grace, by which alone we are what we are, has 
caused us to loathe sin, and abhor ourselves, and to hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness, and to place our hap- 
piness in serving and enjoying Thee. 

And we pray, that our path may be as the shining 
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 
Complete that which is lacking in our faith. Lead us 
into all truth : and establish our hearts with grace. Fill 
our minds with the sublime and elevating objects of rev- 
elation, ,that worldly things may find no room in our 
minds : and keep near us, all the affecting and awful mo- 
tives of the gospel, that we may not be able to sin, but 
in view of thine all-seeing eye, a burning world, a judg- 
ment to come, and the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And. the Lord make us, also, to increase and abound 
in love, one towards another, and towards all men. Let 
all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and 
evil speaking, be put away from us, with all malice ; and 
may we be kind one towards another, tender hearted ; 
forgiving) also, one another, even as God, for Chjpist's 
sake, hath forgiven us. 

' ::V/ 
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Prepare us for all the duties and trials that lie before 
us. We bless Thee for thy promises^ which provide 
against every want we feel ; and for every condition in 
which we can be found. In God will we praise his word. 
In God have we put our trust. We will not fear what 
flesh can do unto us. Thou tellest our wanderings. Put 
Tbou our tears into thy bottle. Are they not in thy 
book? 

We commend ourselves, with all our relatione and 
friends, this evening, to thy forgiving mercy, and prov- 
idential care. O Thou, that givest thy beloved, sleep, 
indulge us with refreshing repose ; or if Thou boldest 
our eyes waking, in the night may thy song be with us, 
and our prayer unto the God of our life. Guide us by 
thy counsel through life, and afterward receive lis to 
glory. 

And to the only wise God, our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, for ever and ever. Amen, 
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O THOU who hast said, I will be sanctified in them 
that come nigh me, and before all the people will 1 be 
glorified ; may we have grace, whereby we shall serve 
Thee acceptably, with reverence and godly fear. Thou 
inhabitest eternity f but our age is as nothing before 
Thee. Thy understanding is infinite, but we know 
nothing. Thou art almighty, but we are crushed before 
the moth. Thou art of purer eyes than to behold in- 
iquity, but we are vile— what shall we answer Thee 1 
We cannot answer Thee for one of a thousand of our 
transgressions : and had we followed the forebodings of 
our consciences, we could not have approached Thee. 
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But Thou hast proclaimed thy name^ the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious : Thou hast caused all thy good- 
ness to pass before us ; Thou hast opened a new and liv- 
ing way into the holiest of all, by the blood of Jesus; 
and we have boldness, and access with confidence, by the 
faith of Him. 

We bless Thee that in Him all fulness dwells, and 
that ignorant, and guilty, and depraved, and miserable, 
as we are in ourselves, from Him we can derive wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification and redemption. And we 
rejoice, that these blessings are attainable, without 
money and without price ; and that we may know they 
are our^s, by every title God himself can give ; and shall 
be our's for ever. 

O let such undeserved, such infinite goodness melt 
our hearts, and lead us to throw down the weapons of 
rebellion, and weep over them. May we sorrow after a 
godly sort, that ever we oiftpnded a Being so worthy of 
all our love and our obedience ; and while compelled to 
acknowledge, with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, 
O Lord, other lords, beside Thee,, have had dominion 
over us; enable us to say. But, henceforth, by Thee 
only will we make mention of thy name. As our reas- 
onable service, to Thee may we dedicate ourselves im- 
mediately without delay, and fully without reserve. To 
Thee may we yield our understanding and our intellect- 
ual powers ; our wills and our active powers ; our sen- 
ses and our bodily powers ; our time, our substance, and 
all our relative powers — may our words, and our actions, 
and our callings in life, be .all holiness unto the Lord. 

May we come out from the world, and touch not the 
unclean thing, and be received and acknowledged as the 
sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty. And though 
they are few in number, and the world knoweth them 
not, may we choose thy people as our companions, and 
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delight in them as the excellent of the earth. With 
them, at thy gated, may we daily watch, and wait at the 
posts of thy doors: with them, may we courageously 
fight the good fight of faith : with them, may we patient- 
ly labour in thy vineyard. 

May we love them all : and as we have opportunity, 
may we unite with them all in holy communion, and co- 
operate with them all in schemes of civil and sacred 
beneficence. We bless Thee for the country and the 
age in which we live. We bless Thee for the spirit 
which has been awakened, and the efforts that are now 
making, to promote the temporal, and~above all the spir- 
itual, welfare of mankind, by individuals and communi- 
ties, and combinations of communities. O let them not 
labour in vain ; let the pleasure of the Lord prosper in 
their hand ; let thy work appear unto thy servants,|And 
thy glory unto their children ; and let the beauty o^he 
Lord our God be upon us, and establish Thou the work 
of our hands upon us ; yea, the work of our hand, estab- 
lish Thou it. 

And prepare us for suffering thy will, as well as do- 
ing it. May we never look for unmingled felicity here, 
but expect to find life, as all who have gone before us 
have found it, light and darkness, pain and pleasure, 
good and evil. When we meet with trials, may we nev- 
er think them strange thii^ : nor murmur and repine 
under them. Rather, may we be thankful, that they are 
so few and alleviated ; rather may we rejoice, that they 
are all founded in love to our souhi, and designed to make 
us partakers of thy holiness. Sustain us under them ; 
improve us by them ; and assure us in due time of our 
deliverance from them ; and of our entering the rest 
that remains for the people of God, where all sorrow 
and sighing shall ceaiie, and all tears shall be wiped 
from our eyes. 
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And may the grace of oiv Lord Jesna Christ, and the 
lore of God, and the coBOUuuon of the Holy Ghost, be 
frith OB all, now and for ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

O GOD—Thon art the God of all the famOies of the 
earth ; for they are formed by thy will, and supported 
by thy providence. But Thon art, in a peculiar man- 
ner, the God of those families, in which thy name is 
known, and loved, and honoured. Thy curse is in the 
house of the wicked, but Thoif blessest the habitation of 
the just. Whatever be the dispositions of others, we de- 
sire to say, with increasing resolution and zeal. As fcr 
us, and our house, we will serve the Lord. Thy yoke 
is easy; thy burden is light; thy wowk is honourable 
and glorious ; and in keeping thy commandments^ there 
is great reward. Thou art the best of all mafters ; 
Thou hast promised to bear with our infirmities, and to 
suffer OS to want no good thmg. 

Already Thou hast laid us under infinite obligations, 
as the God of providence and of grace — Thou hast dealt 
well with thy servants, Q Lord. Bless the Lord, O oor 
souls, and all that is within us, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O our souls, and forget not all bis ben- 
efits. 

By thy good hand upon us, we have been conducted 
through the perils, not only of another day, but another 
week : a period, during which, many have been carried 
down to their graves, and we have been brought so much 
nearer to our own. — Impress us with a sense of the short- 
ness of time, and so teach us to number our days, that 
we may apply our heart unto wisdom. Many have been 
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involved in perplexities, and exposed to want; many 
have been confined to the house of mourning^, or the bed 
of sickness : but we have been indulged with liberty, 
and ease, and health, and strength : we have seen thy 
loving kindness eveiy morning, and thy faithfulness every 
night ; and have had all things richly to enjoy. 

But, O how little have we been affected by the in- 
stances of thy undeserved goodness : how imperfectly 
have we improved oiir religious privileges ; how negli- 
gent have we been in seizing opportunities of doing good 
to the bodies and souls of our fellow-creatures — and how 
well does it become each of us to ask — 

What have I done for Him who died, 

To save my wretched goul ? 
How have mj follies multiplied, 

Fast as my minutes roll. 

We stand before Thee this evening in our trespass : 
enter not into judgment with thy servants, O Lord. Our 
only hope is, that to the Lord our God belong mercies 
and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against Him. 
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to thy loving 
kindness, according to the multitude of' thy tender mer- 
cies, blot out our transgressions. 

And may a confidence in thy goodness, instead of en- 
couraging us to sin, that grace may abound, inspire us 
with that godly sorrow that worketh repentance unto 
life. May we hate and forsake every false way. May 
we be attentive to our condition ; and study our charac- 
ter : may we bridle our tongue ; and keep our heart 
with all diligence. 

May we often look back and see, how at any time, 
we have been ensnared or overcome ; and watch and 
pray in future, lest we enter Into temptation. And do 
Thou keep us by thy power : uphold us by thy free 
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Spirit : and not only restrain ns from sin, but mortify us 
to it. 

May sleep refresh our bodies, an^ fit them for thy 
service on the ensuing day ; and may thy grace prepare 
our minds. May we leave all the cares of the world for 
a while, behind ; that we may attend on the Lord with- 
out distraction. May we repair to the hallowed exer- 
cises of devotion, as the hart panteth after the water 
brooks. May we call the sabbath a delight ; and be glad 
when they say to us, Let us go into the house of the 
Lord. 

And O Thou God of all grace, do as Thou hast said : 
fulfil thy word unto thy servants, upon which Thou hast 
caused them to hope. Bless abundantly the provisions 
of thy house, and satisfy thy poor with bread. Clothe 
thy priests with salvation, and let thy saints shout aloud 
for joy. 

And to the God of all grace, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, now and 
for ever. Amen. , 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

O GOD, Thou art very great, Thou art clothed 
with honour and majesty ; and it becomes us to approach 
Thee, with reverence and godly fear. We can also 
come before Thee, with humble confidence: for thy 
condescension equals thy grandeur, and thy goodness is 
thy glory. 

If we are unworthy, we rejoice that we are not un- 
welcome. If we are guilty, Thou art gracious ; if we 
are miserable. Thou art merciful; if we are all indi* 
gence, thy riches are unsearchable. By not sparing 
thine own Son, but delivering Him up for us all. Thou 
hast shown thy boundless compassion towards a perish- 
ing world ; and proved, that with Him, Thou wilt also 
freely give us all things. Thus a foundation is laid for 
our hope ; a refuge is opened for our safety ; and a new 
and living way is consecrated into the holiest of all, for 
our approach to Thee. 

O bless us with that conviction of sin, that broken-^ 
ness of heart, that self-despair, which will endear to us 
the gospel message, as a faithful saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation ; and induce us to say with the apostle, 
That I may win Christ, and be found in Him ; that I may 
know Him, and the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable un- 
to his death. How happy are they that are foun4 inter- 
15 
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ested in Him ! They are delivered from the wrath to 
come ; they are justified from all things ; they have 
peace with God ; they are heirs of the glory that is to 
he revealed. 

May we feel a holy and increasing concern, to know 
whether these exalted privileges are claimahle hy us. 
For this purpose, may we frequently and faithfully ex- 
amine ourselves. May we search after — that deadness 
to the world, that love to the Saviour, that attachment 
to his house, that devotedness to his service, which 
characterize the suhjects of his salvation. 

And may these things not only he in us, hut abound. 
It is an unspeakable blessing if we have life ; but it id 
our duty and privilege to have it more abundantly. It 
becomes us to be thankful, if Tbou hast began a good 
work in us ; but we are allowed io pray, that Thou wilt 
perfect that which concemeth us. According to the 
riches of thy glory, therefore, strengthen us with might 
by thy Spirit in the inner man ; that Christ may dwell in 
our hearts by faith ; that we being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints, what 
is the height, and depth, and breadth, and leng'th, and to 
know the iove of Christ, that passetii knowledge, that 
we may be filled with ali the fulness of God. 

May every part of our character and conduct, be 
adapted to make, not only a seiioiis, but an amiable im- 
pression, on the minds of those around us; that they 
may say, I will go with you, for I have heard that God 
is with you. 

May all that we meet with in our passage through 
life, whether pleasmg or painful, instead of injuring the 
prosperity of our souls, turn to our salvation, through 
prayer, and the continaal supply of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ 
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Send us help this day from the sanctuary, and 
strengthen us out of Zion. We know that thine own ap- 
pointments, were never intended to make us independent 
of thy agency ; without thy superadded blessing, the best 
means will prove in vain. But Thou hast said, In all 
places where I record my name, I will come unto thee, 
and I will bless thee. And all have found Thee to he 
faithful to thy word. We have known Thee in thy pal- 
aces for a refuge: we have seen thy power and thy 
glory in the sanctuary: and have often praised Thee 
with joyful lips. 

We therefore bless Thee for the return of these 
precious advantages: we pity those who are denied 
them; sanctify their privations; and compensate the 
want of ordinances, by thy own presence and communi- 
cations. Enter, as an instructer and comforter, all the 
abodes of sorrow. Be the father of the fatherless, and 
the husband of the widow. Guide those who are per- 
plexed ; guard those that are tempted ; and let all that 
love Thee, be as the sun when he goeth forth in his 
strength. We ask it throt^h the intercession of Him, 
l^ho has taught us when we pray, to say, Our Father, kc. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

O GOD, the heavens declare thy glory ; the earth is 
full of thy riches ; the universe is thy temple ; thy pres- 
ence fills immensity. It is thy pleasure to produce life, 
and to communicate happiness^. From Thee we have 
derived all we are, and all we own ; and in Thee we 
live, and move, and have our being contiQued. Thy good 
providence has determined the bounds of our habitation, 
and wisely administered all onr a&irs. 
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But above all, we bless Thee for the exceeding rich- 
es of thy grace, in thy kindness towards as, by Christ 
Jesus. Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift ; 
and for the unclouded revelation of Him, in the word of 
truth. There we behold his person and character ; his 
grace and glory. There we see Him, when rich, for 
our sakes, becoming poor ; and dying that we may live : 
delivered for our offences, and raised again for our justi- 
fication. May we deeply feel our need of this dispensa- 
tion, in all its parts, and in all its influences : and with 
Peter exclaim. Lord, save*— 1 perish ; and with the pub- 
lican — God be merciful to me a sinner. 

Convince lis of the pollution of sin, as well as of its 
guilt, that we may not only have our fear excited, but 
our aversion : that with Job we may see, that we are 
vile ; and abhor ourselves, repenting in dust and ashes. 
May we feel the necessity of renovation, as well as for- 
giveness, in order to our serving and enjoying Thee, in 
time and eternity. O Thou Holy God, who hast no fel- 
lowship ivith iniquity, subdue in us the lore of sin ; cre- 
ate in us a clean heart ; and renew in us a right spirit. 

May we not be in the number of those who are aff 
ways learning, and never able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth; but may our hearts be established with 
grace. May we never rest in a mere system of doctrine, 
however scriptural, that does not bring salvation, or 
teach us to deny ungodliness, and worldly lusts; and to 
Jive soberly, righteously, and godly, in the present 
world ; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
May we live in the spirit ; and may we walk in the spir- 
it : and instead of relying on our own convictions and 
resolutions, may we be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might. 
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In all oar duties, conflicts, and trials, may his grace 
be sufficient for us. To Him who giyes rest to the wea- 
ry and heavy laden, may we repair in all our spiritual 
distresses, in all our outward troubles, and in all the dis- 
satisfactions experienced in creature-enjoyments. From 
a world, where all is vanity and vexation of spirit, may 
we retreat to Him, who is full of grace and truth ; a 
friend that loveth at all times ; who is touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; and who is able to do for us 
exceeding abundantly, above all we can ask or think. 

Prepare us for our final hour, and for all the scenes 
through which we have to pass in the remainder of our 
pilgrimage. May we know how to be abased, and how 
to abound. May we learn in whatsoever state we are, 
therewith to be content. May we stand complete in aU 
the will of God. 

Do us good by all thy dispensations ; and especially 
sanctify to us all the means of grace. We bless Thee 
that we have been favoured with another sabbath ; and 
have had opportunities of repairing to the sanctuary, to 
mingle our prayers and praises with the devotions of thy 
people, and to hear the i^ords of eternal life. We grieve 
to think, that so much of the precious seed, sown by thy 
servants, should fall upon the way side ; so much upon 
stony places ; and so much among thorns ; and that so 
little fruit is brought forth to perfection. May it appear, 
that we have not received the grace of God in vain : but 
that thy word in us, is like good seed sown in ^ood 
ground, which springeth up and bringeth forth, in 3ome 
an hundred fold, in some sixty, and in some thirty. 

And suffer us not to confine our religion to extraordi- 
nary occasions ; but help us to acknowledge Thee in all 
our ways. May we never limit our devotion to particu- 
lar seasons ; but be in the fear of the Lord all the day 
long. May we be godly, not only on the sabbath, but in 
15* 
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the week ; not only in the house of God, but in our own. 
May our piety be, not a dress, but a habit ; not only a 
habit, but a nature — a life-^the life of €rod in the soul of 
man. And at last, by tby grace and guidance, may we 
enter that world, where there is no temple, but the glo- 
ry of God and of the Lamb are the temple thereof. 

But, O how can we endure to see the destruction of 
our kindred ? O Lord, let those that are united to us by 
so many tender ties, be precious in thy sight, and devot- 
ed to thy praise. Sanctify and succeed domestic devo- 
tion, and instruction ; discipline, and example : and may 
our houses be nurseries for heaven, from which our 
churches, as the gardens of the Lord, shall be enriched 
with trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 
that He may be glorified. 

let none of those who are amiable, and moral, and 
possess so many attractions, like the hopeful youth in 
the gospel, fall short of heaven at last. 

Where the conscience is tender, and the heart is soft, 
and the word alarms or delights-^let not these promising 
appearances be blasted ; but bring forth judgment unto 
victory. 

Bless all who are connected with us by religious ties. 
Save thy people and bless thine inheritance ; feed them 
also, and lift them up for ever. 

Regard us as a nation. Inspire all ranks and degrees 
of men among us, with a love to that righteousness, 
which exalteth a nation ; and deliver us from that sin, 
which is a reproach to any people. 

And as all mankind, of whatever country or condition, 
are our brethren, bless them with the same civil and re- 
ligious privileges, this highly favoured land enjoys. Let 
thy way be known on e^th, thy saving health among 
all nations. 
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And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
lore of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be 
with us all, now and for ever. Amen. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

O GOD, thy greatness is unsearchable ; but we re- 
joice to think, that thy lore passeth knowledge. We 
have sinned against Thee ; but Thou art ready to for- 
give. We have gone far astray irom Thee ; but Thou 
art more than willing to admit our return. — ^Thou hast 
even provided the way to accomplish it.— -Thou hast 
appointed and made known a Mediator, who has once 
suffered for sin, the just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us unto God. In Him we behold Thee reconciling 
the world unto thyself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them. And in Him a multitude which no man can num- 
ber, redeemed, justified, and renewed, are exulting. My 
soul shall be joyful in my God, for He hath clothed me 
with the garments of salvation. He hath covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh him- 
self with ornaments, and as a bride adometh herself with 
her jewels. 

O that it were thus with us ! O that w€ could ascer- 
tain our spiritual condition, and read our title clear to 
the inheritance of the saints in light. Praise waiteth for 
Thee, O God, in Zion ; and we are longing to be able to 
adore Thee, as the strength of our souls, and our ever- 
lasting portion. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, 
Be strong, fear not. Him that cometh unto me, I will in 
no wise cast out; — Whosoever will, let him come and 
take of the water of life, freely ; — O say unto our souls, 
I am thy salvation. . 
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And, O Lord, we hope that we are not concerned for 
our safetj only ; we trust we not only wish to know that 
we have the grace of God in truth, but to feel a progres- 
sion in the divine, life : to increase with all the increase 
of God. We wish to be qualified for our work ; to stand 
complete in the will of our heavenly Father ; and to 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. 

Grant us therefore, we pray Thee, more of the sup- 
ply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ ; to give more decision 
to oar character; more vigor to our purposes; more 
elevation to our hopes ; more fervour to our devotion ; 
more constancy to our zeal, so that we may run and not 
be weary, and walk and not faint. 

Thou dost not despise the day of small things, nor 
refuse to encourage a little strength; but Thou hast 
commanded us to grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviqur : and Thou hast said, To. him 
that hath, shall be given ; and hast promised, that the 
feeble among them shall be as David. Be it unto us 
according to thy word. Fulfil all the good pleasure of 
thy goodness, and the work of faith with power, that 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in 
us, and we in Him. May we be examples of the religioi^ 
we profess, the most impressive and attracting : may we 
have a testimony in the bosoms of those who observe us, 
that we are the seed which the Lord hath blessed ; and 
may every thing around us say to them. Come with us^ 
and we will do you good. 

To Thee we desire to submit all our desires, and to 
Thee would we commit all our concerns, castjng all our 
care upon Thee, conscious that Thou carest for us. And 

Who 60 fit to choose our lot, 
Or rebate our ways — 

as a Being who loved us, so as not to spare his own SoU) 
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who knows what is best for us in erery circumstance, 
and is able to make all things woric together for our 
good. 

In every difficulty with which we are called to strug- 
gle, may we not only think of thy promises, but also call 
to remembrance, the years of the right-hand of the Most 
High. . We haye oflen been brought low, and Thou 
hast helped us ; and when we have been looking for 
nothing but darkness, at evening time it has been ligh^ 
O, how does it betray our depravity, that after all thy 
kindness and care, after all the proofs of thy patience, 
power, and fidelity, we are yet so little capable of trust- 
ing in Thee. We cry out with tears, Lord, we believe, 
help Thou our unbelief. 

Do us good by all the dispensations of thy provi- 
dence, especially those b£ an afflictive kind. And why 
should we consider them strange things, since Thou hast 
told us, that in the world we shall have tribulation, and 
_ that the same afflictions have been accomplished in all 
our brethren? And why should we desire exemption 
from them ? seeing they are founded in love, and intend- 
ed for our profit. May we ever realize thy design by 
them, and see thine hand in them : may we believe that 
thou wilt be with us in trouble : and look forward with 
joy to that state, where it will be safe for us to be with- 
out sorrow, and God shall wipe away all tears from our 
eyes. 

And if we have a portion in this world, keep us from 
making this world our portion. May we never look for 
that in the creature, which can only be found in the 
Creator; nor for that on earth, which is only to be 
found in heaven. Among our caresses and indulgences, 
may we never lose the heart of a stranger, or forget that 
this is not our rest. May the streams of comfort lead us 
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to the foUDtain of nU food : and may we love «Bd serve 
our Beneiactor in all hid beQefii& 

And thus may we know how to he abased, and how 
to abound ; and in every varying condition, chsplay the 
principles and dispositions of those, who are bom from 
above, and bound for glory. 

And to the Father, the Word, and Holy Ghost, be 
ascribed all honour and praise, world without ^nd. 
Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

O Thou, whose name alone is Jehovah. Thou art 
the Most High over all the earth ; and Thou hast set 
thy glory above the heavens. All thy works praise 
Thee, O Lord, and thy saints bless Thee. Thou art 
our father's God, and we will exalt Thee ; Thou art our 
own God, and early will we seek Thee, for in thy favour 
is life. 

Open Thou our lips, and our mouth shall show forth 
thy praise. Thou hast made us, and not we ourselves. 
Thine eye did see our substance yet being imperfect, 
and in thy book all our members were written, which in 
continuance were fashioned, while as yet there were none 
of them. Thou hast taught us more than the beasts of 
the field, and made us wiser than the fowls of the jair. 
There is a spirit in man, and the inspiration of the Al- 
mighty giveth him understanding. — Thy providence has 
watched over us from the womb, supplied all our wants, 
arranged all our affairs^ and determined the bounds of 
our habitation. 

And O^ what reason have we to exclaim, The lines 
are fallen to us in pleasant places, yea, we have a goodly 
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heritage. We lire m a land of vistoiu How Mperior 
are our. advantages to those of thy aacient people^ the 
Jevrs. The Sun of righleouteesB, ivhicb was below the 
horizon to then, has risen upon us, with healing in his 
wings ; and we are all the children mf tlie daj. Let as 
not, therefore, sleep, as do others : hut while we have 
the light, may we walk in the ia^t, lest darkness coae 
upon us. 

May we ever he iiDpressed with the conviction, that 
where much is given, much will he required : and thai 
our greatest danger results from out distunguishlng ad- 
vantages — our sabbaths ; our sanctuaries ; the scriptures 
of truth ; the preaching of the gospel ; and all the events 
which have urged our attention to it. 

What more could have been done for us, than Thou 
hast done? And yet how little £Miit have we brought 
£9rth. How well do we deserve to be cut down as cum- 
berers of the ground, and cast into the fire. Yet, O 
Lord, spare us, at the intercession of thy Son, our Sav- 
iour : for his sake, renew oar season of trial : and employ 
fresh means for our improvement ; and accompany them 
with a divine power. Convince us of our sin and dan- 
ger. Awaken in us the solemn inquiry. What must I do 
to be saved ? And let not our concern, when awakened, 
lead us into any refuge of lies, or induce us to build on 
any false foundation ; h^t may we believe on the Lord 
Jesu^ Christ, and find bis rest to be glorious. 

Produce in us that brokenness of heart, and that self- 
despair, which will render the faithful saying — worthy 
of all acceptation ; and make the Saviour precious to 
us — as He is to all them that believe. May He be de- 
lightful to us in all his offices ; may we love Him in his 
commands, as well as in his promises ; may we wear his 
yoke, and carry his burden ; and find his yoke easy, and 
his burden light. Make us in our views, principles, and 
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dispositions, new creatures ; may we shine in all the 
beanties of holiness ; and reflect the praises of Him, 
who hath called us out of darkness into his marvellous 
light. Explain to us thy secret which is with them that 
fear Thee ; and show us thy covenant in its provisions 
and stability ; and in every distress, may this be all our 
salvation, and all our desire. 

With affections weaned from the world, and with 
evidences bright for heaven, all the days of our appoint- 
ed time may we wait till our change comes ; may we 
die, supported by the consolations of the gospel, and sur- 
rounded with the glory of God : and have an entrance 
ministered unto us abundantly, into the everlasting king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour. 

Prepare us for our passage, as well as for our end. 
While we are here, ft ay we fulfil the duties, and bear 
with firmness, the trials of our respective stations ; may 
we glorify our Father who is in heaven ; and serve our 
generation according to his will. 

Continue thy goodness to us as a family. Remember 
our absent friends. Let thy ministers enjoy thy pres- 
ence ; and thy churches be filled with thy glory. Let 
this nation be under thy care, and ever prove the seat 
of learning and science ; of civil and religious freedom ; 
of social blessedness ; and of gospel privileges; and be 
the source of usefulness to the ends of the earth. 

May princes come out of Egypt. May Ethiopia 
stretch forth her hands unto God. And may all nations 
whom Thou hast made, come and worship before Thee. 

For thine, O God, is the power ; and thine shall be 
the glory, through our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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TUESDAY MORNmG. 

O LORD God of hosts, hear our prayer ; give ear O 
God of Jacob : behold O God our shield, and look upon 
the face of thine Anointed. 

It is in his dear and all-prevailing name we come. 
We have nothing of our own to plead ; no works, no 
worthiness, no promises. We have all, like sheep, gone 
astray. We have been transgressors from the womb. 
We have knowingly opposed thy authority, and abused 
thy goodness. We have been ungrateful under thy in- 
dulgences; incorrigible under thy rebukes; and have 
improved none of our religious advantages. We stand 
before Thee condemned by our own consciences, as well 
as by thy word. Yet, in the way of thine appointment, 
Thou art waiting to be graciou9 ; and hast said, that 
whatsoever we ask, believing, we shall receive. 

Through Him who is our Advocate display thyself, in 
our experience, as a God pardoning iniquity, and subdu- 
ing it. Justify us freely from all things ; and sanctify us 
wholly, body, soul, and spirit. May we be thy work- 
manship, created in Christ Jesus, and prepared unto eve- 
ry good work. We groan within ourselves, longing, not 
only for deliverance from the wrath to come^ but from 
the sin that dwelleth in us : and praying, not only for an 
interest in thy favour, but a participation of thy image. 

If Thou hast begun the good work in us, carry it on 
unto the perfect day. Assure us of present assistance 
and £nal success, whateyer difficulties or oppositions we 
meet with ; that we may go on our way rejoicing, and 
be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. If we feel 
little, — ^and O how little do we feel, of the joys of- thy 
salvation^ uphold us by thy free Spirit ; and enable us to 
persevere in the path of obedience, and in the use of the 
16 
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means vf hich Thou hast appointed, assured that none of 
those shall be ever ashamed that wait for Thee. And 
should we walk in darkness and have no light, may we 
trust in the Lord, and stay upon our 6od-*Yet suffer us 
to implore, that Thou wilt make thy face to shine upon 
us, and give us the full assurance of hope — ^which hope 
may we have, as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast, in all the storms of life. 

We bless Thee for all that is past. Unless the Lord 
had been our help, our souls had almost dwelt in silence : 
but when we said. My feet slippeth, thy mercy, O Lord, 
held us up. But we are still in the body, and in the 
wilderness: we need thine aid as much as ever; we 
have a growing sense of our ignorance, weakness, and 
danger— O withdraw not thy presence, and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from us. Whether we are called to do thy 
will, or to bear it, may we feel that our help is in the 
name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. If our- 
course conducts us through rough and trying scenes, say 
to us. Thy shoes ahall be iron and brass, and as thy days, 
so shall thy strength be. In view of our encounter with 
our spiritual foes, clothe us with the whole armour of 
God ; leach our hands to war, and our fingers to fight ; 
and in the heat of action, tell our hearts, that we shall 
be more than conquerors, through Him that loved us. 

And may we be concerned that the blessings we ask 
for ourselves, may be imparted to others. Teach us to 
love our neighbour as ourselves ; and may we oAen ex- 
amine our conditions in life, our offices, our talents, and 
our opportunities, to see how we may be serviceable in 
our day and generation. 

Comfort those that mourn in Zion. Let all the af- 
flicted find Thee a very present, and an all-sufficient, 
help in the day of trouble. Provide for the poor and 
needy. Guide those that need instruction i and may in- 
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iegtity and uprightness preserve them while they wait 
upon Thee. 

Sanctify and continue to n% and to our latest posterity 
after us, all our national blessings, civil and religious ; 
and may our country, by its institutions, character, and 
usefulness, be a praise in the whole earth. 

These are great blessings for such sinful creatures as 
we are to ask — but Thou hast given us a name to plead, 
which is above every name. Behold — not our guilt, but 
that blood which cleanseth from all sin : not our unwor- 
thiness, but that righteousness with which Thou art well 
pleased. And accept us in the beloved. Our Father, 
&c. Amen. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

O GOD, we are thine, and Thee we are bound to 
worship. We grieve to think how many there are who 
cast off fear, and restrain prayer before Thee. But, 
whatever be the determination of others, our purpose, 
by thy grace, is taken : and as for us and our house, we 
will serve the Lord. 

We would not live a day, or an hour, without Thee 
in the world, careless of thy favour, or regardless of thy 
glory. Impress us, individually and deeply, with aisense 
of thy omniscience ; that Thou art about our path, and 
our lying down, and acquainted with all our ways. Es- 
pecially may we feel it, when we enter thy more imlne* 
diatc presence, and engage in the exercises of devotion. 
Then may we remember, that thine eyes are upon us ; 
that Thou requirest truth in the inward parts ; and that 
nothing can screen, even ©ur motives and principlef- 
from thy penetratiop. 
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Too little, we acknowledge, has this been our expe- 
rience in former engagements: we have often been 
careless, where we should have been foil of reverence ; 
we have been strangers to the power of godliness, while 
familiar with its forms. Thou hast been nigh in our 
mouths, but far from our reins. Much of our guilt has 
originated from our religious means and privileges : from 
the low estimation in which we have holden them ; the 
slight improvements we have made of them ; the little 
advantage they have contributed to our growth in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour. 

Over all this may we sorrow after a godly sort : and 
may the sincerity of our repentance, be seen in our fu- 
ture alarm, and endeavours j and especially in our self- 
renunciation, and dependence upon another — ^for when 
we are weak, then, and then alone, we are strong. May 
we every moment feel, how necessary it is to be more 
intimate with Him who came, not only that we might 
have life, but that we might have it more abundantly ; 
whose grace is sufficient for us : whose spirit helps our 
infirmities, and can strengthen in us the thidgs that re-r 
main, that are ready to die. 

We bless Thee for an Advocate with the Father ; for 
a propitiation of infinite value ; for a fulness that filleth 
all in all. In Him, believing, may we rejoice with joy 
unspeakable, and full of glory. And may we know how 
to obtain relief for a burdened conscience, without feeU 
lag reconciled to our imperfections. May we abhor the 
thought of turning the grace of our God into lascivious- 
ness, or sinning that grace may abound. Because we 
are not under the law, but under grace, may we reckon 
ourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — by thy mercies, present- 
ing our bodies a living sacrifice ; and asking, What shall 
I render unto the Lord for all his bene^ts towards me ? 
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Through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the 
truth, may our affections be set on things that are above ; 
and may this be the growing desire of our souls ; O that 
my feet were directed to keep thy precepts. 

We would not seek great things for ourselves ; but 
be content with such things as we have. Deliver us, O 
Lord, from the love of money, which is the root of all 
evil. May we value our substance, not as the medium 
of pride and luxury, but as affording us the means of sup- 
port and usefulness : and may we guide our affairs with 
discretion, that we may owe no man any thing, and be 
able to give to him that needeth. Establish in us the 
royal law: may we love our neighbour as ourselves: 
and feel it, not only our duty, but our pleasure, as we 
have opportunity, to do good unto all men; especially 
unto them that are of the household of faith. 

Bless all the churches of the faithful. Thou bast 
given them rest : may they walk in the fear of the Lord, 
and in the comforte of the Holy Ghost, and be edified 
and multiplied. 

Display thy power and thy glory in the sanctuary. 
Be with thy servants, who show unto men the way of 
salvation. Make them wise to win souls: may they 
speak the things only that become sound doctrine: may 
they never expect success, as the result of their elo^ 
quence and reasonings, but from the excellency of the 
power that is of God. 

May our highly favoured country be saft and flourish- 
ing, under the shadow of the Almighty. * 

Regard our friends and relations. Those that are 
absent from us, we commend to the^care and direction of 
an ever-present God. Let those that know Thee not, 
be made wise unto salvation : let not those, who are en- 
deared by so many ties, be separated from us for evej>— 
1&* 
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How can we endure to see the destruction of our kin^ 
dred? 

Keep us in all places and circumstances. Hide ue 
this night in the secret of thj pavilion, and in the morn- 
ing encompass us with songs of deliverance. 

And now, blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who only 
doeth wondrous things ; and blessed be his glorious name 
for ever : and let the whole earth be iSlled with his gloij. 
Amen and Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O THOU, that hearest prayer, and inhabitest the 
praises of Israel; with Moses and Aaron, among thy 
priests, and Samuel among them that call upon thy name, 
we would, this morning, exalt the Lord our God, and 
\yorship at his footstool^ for He is holy. 

We thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earthy 
for all thy inexpressible and inconceivable goodness to 
the children of men, and of which, our own history and 
experience afford such numberless proo6. In thy works 
of creation, we read thy name, the Lord God Almighty ; 
in the dispensations of thy providence, we acknowledge 
Thee as the only wise God : but in the gospel of thy 
grace, we behold Thee as the God of love ; and so lov- 
ing the world, as to give thine only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. In Him Thou hast provided for our de* 
liverance, from all the effects of sin ; for the justification 
of our persons, the sanctification of our natures, and our 
perseverance in the path of life, till we receive the end 
of our faith, the salvation of our souls. 
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We bless Thee, that, exposed as we arc to the terrors 
of thy law, which we have so often transgressed, here 
we have a refuge from the storm \ and learn, that there 
is no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. 
We bless Thee, that while we are compelled to exclaim, 
Unclean, unclean ; here is an open fountain, the efficacy 
of which, cleanseth from all sin. We bless Thee, that 
while in us dwelleth no good thing, there is a fulness 
accessible to all, and incapable of reduction, from which 
we can receive, and grace for grace. 

O Lord, we ask not for worldly riches or honours, but 
pray, that we may be blessed with all spiritual blessings, 
in heavenly places in Christ. We envy not those whom 
the multitude admire — they will soon be cut down as 
the grass, and wither as the green herb : but remember 
U9, O Lord, with the favour Thou bearest unto thy peo- 
ple : look Thou upon us, and be merciful to us, as Thou 
usest to do unto those that fear thy name. They are 
happy — ^now ; and are inviting and encouraging us, to 
taste and see, that the Lord is good. May a vital union 
be immediately established between Him and us — He 
the head, and we the members ; He the vine, and we 
the branchesr ; He the shepherd, and we the sheep of 
his pasture ; He the chief comer stone, and we also as 
lively stiHies, built up a spiritual house, an habitation of 
God through the Spirit. 

Let us not walk as other Gentiles, in the vanity of 
our minds, and having our understandings darkened : but 
may we estimate things according to the testimony of 
thy word ,* and feel a persuasion, that to obtain salvation 
by our Lord Jesus Christ, is a concern in comparison 
with which, every other interest is a shadow, and a 
dream. 

And O Lord, save us from presumption.' Keep us 
ftom suspending our attention to the things of eternity, 
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on a more conyenient season, or any future period, which 
may never arrive : hut reflecting upon the shortness and 
uncertainty of life, and knowing how frail we are, may 
we seek the Lord while He may he found, and call upon 
Him while He is near. May we immediately hegin to 
live the life of the righteous, that we may die the death 
of the righteous, and that our last end may be like his. 

And O, save us from the delusion of those who go 
far, but not far enough, in religion : who are convinced, 
but not converted : who have another heart, but not a 
new one : and who, with all their light, and zeal, and 
confidence, have not the spirit of Christ, and therefore 
are none of his. May we judge of our Christianity, not 
only by our dependence upon Christ — ^hut our love to 
Christ — and our conformity to Christ: and know that 
He dwelleth in us, and we in Him — ^because He hath 
given us of his spirit. 

- May our religion not only be real, but progressive : 
may we not only hold on our way, but wax stronger and 
stronger. May we live, and may we walk, in the spirit. 
May we profit by every correction ; and be injured by 
no indulgence. 

Accept of our personal and combined acknowledg- 
ments, that Thou hast been our salvation in the night 
watches ; and that we are not only living to praise Thee 
this morning, but have all things richly to enjoy. 

Bless the word which we have been reading. Let 
not the cares of this life, or the deceitfulness of sin, ren- 
der it unfruitfuL May thy word abide in us, and operate. 
May it attend us in all the businesses of the day, that we 
may not sin against Thee : and that whether we eat ot 
drink, or whatever we do, we may do all to the glory of 
God- 
To whom be glory in the church, by Christ Jesi^, 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O THOU, that inhabitest eternity, and with whom a 
thousand years are as one day. If we were angels, we 
should yeil our faces as we approach Thee, and exclaim, 
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is 
full of his glory. With what emotions then should we 
enter thy presence, who are but sinful dust and ashes. 
Give us grace, whereby we may serve Thee acceptably, 
with reverence and Godly fear. 

May we always combine thy majesty with thy mercy, 
that we may not trifle before Thee, or incur the re- 
proach of the hypocrite, and the formalist, who draw 
nigh unto Thee with their mouth, and honor Thee with 
their lips, while their heart is far from Thee. And may 
we always connect thy goodness with thy greatness, that 
we may draw near in full assurance of faith. May our 
consciences, at this moment, believe that Thou art good, 
and ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy to all that 
call upon Thee. 

And do Thou have mercy upon us, O God, according 
to thy loving kindness, according to the multitude of thy 
tender mercies. Thou art under no obligation to save 
us : we lie, as guilty, at thy sovereign disposal. Thou 
hast a right to exercise thy mercy in thy own way ; and 
Thou hast sent thy own Son into the world, not to con- 
demn the world, but that the world through Htm, might 
be saved. Thou hast made Him to be sin for us, who 
.knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him. We bow, O God, to thy appointment ; * and 
gratefully comply with thy command, for this is thy 
commandment, that we believe on the name of thy Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. We would flee to no other re- 
fuge : we would wash in no other fountain : we would 
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build on no other foundation : we would receive from no 
other fulness. 

May the life that we henceforth shall live in the 
flesh, be bj the faith of Him, who loved us, and gave 
himself for us. In his name may we rejoice all the day, 
und in his righteousness be exalted. 

May we feel a growing conformity to the image of 
thy Son, and like Him learn obedience by the things we 
suffer. May the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, 
make us free from the law of sin and death. 

In all our dealings with our fellow-creatures, may we 
do justly : in all cases requiring relief and compassion, 
may we show that we love mercy : and with regard to 
all the dispensations of thy providence and grace, may 
we walk humbly with our God. 

May we be strong, and of good courage, to follow 
our convictions, regardless of the opinions of others ; and 
to obey God, rather than man. Having obtained the 
knowledge of thy will, from thy word, may we go forth 
and be steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord. - And let us not be slothful, but fol- 
lowers of them, who through faith and patience inherit 
the promises. 

O how great is the goodness, which in thy promises 
and in thy kingdom. Thou hast laid up for them that fear 
Thee ! — Number us with them ; and enable us to say, 
Thou hast given me the heritage of them that fear thy 
name. This assurance, O God, we want, to animate us 
in duty; to support us under our trials — for they are 
many ; and to raise us above the fear of death and the 
dread of eternity. For we know that we are not to live 
here always, nor to live here long. Dangers surround 
us : within us are sown the seeds of disease: our breath 
is in our nostrils ; and there is but a step between us and 
the grave. How sgon is another day gone ! and how 
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solemnly does it remind us, That all our days are as a 
shadow! Great God, so teach us to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. Amidst all 
the uncertainties of time, may we know in ourselves, 
that in heaven we have a better and an endudng sub* 
stance : and when the earthly house of this tabernacle is 
dissolving, may we see prepared to receive us, a build- 
ing of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 

We feel our weakness, and our wants. We depend 
on all the elements for our subsistence, and there is no 
creature, but can be our help or our hurt. We need day 
by day, our supplies of food. We labour for a few hours, 
and we feel ourselves exhausted. We would not say to 
Him that made us, why hast Thou made me thus : but 
bless Thee for a season of repose and refreshment : for 
the promise we have, that when we lie down. Thou wilt 
make us dwell in safety : and for a state, where we shall 
feel no languor, need no rest ; where there shall be no 
nig^t : and they need no candle, neither light of the sun : 
for the Lord God giveth them light, and they shall reign 
for ever and ever. We ask it in the name, and for the 
sake of our adorable Redeemer. Amen. 
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O THOU, who wast$ and art, and art to come, the 
Almighty. Thou art the Creator of all the ends of the 
earth. Thou art (yur Maker, and not only the framer of 
our bodies, but the former of our souls. May we remem- 
ber, that Thou madest us upright, but that we have 
sought out many inventions. Let us not forget what we 
ncax are — what we deserve-^and what we want. 
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Nor let us be ^^raat of the proTiflions, of thj mevcy^ 
and gnce ; nor of Him, in whom it hath pleased Thee, 
that all fulness should dwell. In all our outward troubles, 
and in all our spiritual distress. He is the hope and 
the consolation of Israel. May we receive the record, 
that Thou hast given to us eternal life, and that ibis life 
is in thy Son. To Him may we always look for relief, 
and to Him only ; persuaded that there is none other 
name, given under heaven and among men, whereby we 
must be saved. May we be equally convinced of the 
guilt and the pollution of sin : may we alike feel our need 
of the Prince and the Saviour ; and implore of Him re* 
pentance, as well as forgiveness. May we love holiness, 
and be pure in heart. O that our feet were directed to 
keep thy statutes. O that we had the same mind in us, 
which was abo in Christ Jesus; and were enabled to 
tread in his steps, who has gone before us in every path 
of duty and trial. 

As long as we are in the world, keep us from the 
evil: and may we be always alive and awake to dis- 
charge every obligation, resulting from our condition in 
life, and the particular events of tby providence. 

We would not be at our own disposal ; bul rejoice to 
think, we are under the care of one, who is too wise to 
err, and too kind to injure. However ignorant of the 
future, we will trust and not be afraid : and begin, even 
in this vale of tears, the song we hope for ever to sing; 
Marvellous are thy works^ Lord God Almighty, just and 
true are all tby ways, O Thou King of saints. 

Thou hast been pleased again to renew our time, and 
our strength, and our comforts : help us to renew our 
purposes and resolutions, to obey and serve Thee. In 
all our ways, may we this day acknowledge Thee, and 
do Thou direct our paths. Let thy presence go with us^ 
and thy free Spirit uphold us. 
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May we prove a stumbling block to none, by our 
temper or condnct : but recommend and endear tbe re- 
ligion we profess to all around us. May we decline no 
opportunity of usefulness, our circumstances may pre- 
sent : may we not withhold good, from Him to whom it 
is due, when it is in the power of our hand to do it. 
May we clread the sentence. Whoso stoppeth his ears at 
the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, and not be 
heard. May we therefore be merciful ; ready to com- 
municate ; and feeling the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, when rich, for our sakes became poor, that we 
through his poverty, might be rich. 

Let those who are advanced in years, be anxious to 
bring forth fruit in old age. Let those who are in the 
midst of life, abide with God in their calling ; and while 
they are not slothful in business, may they be fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord. And O, preserve the young 
from the snares and temptations of youth. May they be 
sober-minded. If sinners entice them, let them not con- 
sent. With the infidel, and the vicious, and the despiser 
of the sabbath, may they not go, lest they learn of their 
ways, and get a snare to their souls. Let them say, I am 
a companion of all them that fear Thee : and choose that 
good part, which shall not be taken away from them. 

Bless us as a nation, in all the dependencies, and in- 
terests, of the country ; in all its civil and sacred institu- 
tions : let glory dwell in our land, and upon all the glory, 
may there be a defence. 

We rejoice that Thou wilt have all men to be saved, 
and come to the knowle<]^e of the truth ; and that Jesus 
Christ gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in 
due time. 

Call in the Jews with the fulness of the Gentiles. 
Say to the north give up, and to the south keep not ; 
bring my Sons from far, and my daughters from the ends 
17 
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of the earth. Bless all those who hy their exeftions and 
sacrifices, are proving the sincerity of their prayers for 
the spread of the Redeemer's caiise : and let many ran 
to and fro, and knowledge be increased, till all shall 
know Thee, from the least even to the greatest. 
Our Father, &c. Amen. 
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THURSDAY EVENING. 

GIVE ear to onr words, O Lord ; consider oar medi* 
tation ; and enable us to approach Thee, with becoming 
conceptions of thy nature, relations, and designs. 

Thou inhabitest eternity ; but oar age is as nothing 
before Thee. Thou dwellest in the heaven of heavens, 
and this cannot contain Thee ; but we dwell in houses of 
clay, whose foundation is in the dust. Thy power is Al- 
mighty, but we are crushed before the moth. Thy 
understanding is infinite, but we know nothing, as we 
ought to know. Thou art of purer eyes than to behold 
evil, and canst not look upon iniquity : but we are vile — 
What shall we answer Thee ? We cannot answer Thee 
for one of a thousand of our iniquities. And had we list- 
ened to the language of our guilty consciences alone, we 
could not have entered thy sacred presence. 

But Thou hast called us to thy footstool ; Thou hast 
shown us a new and living way into the holiest, by the 
blood of Jesus : and we have boldness, and access with 
confidence, by the faith of Him. We, therefore, draw 
nigh, in full assurance of faith ; believing that we are as 
welcome as we are unworthy ; and that the blessings we 
are come to implore, are as free, as they are great and 
numberless. O, receive us graciously. Be merciful to 
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oar tmrlghtelHisQess. Adopt us into the household of 
faith : and say to our souls, I am thy salvation. 

We have often feared that we have no part nor lot 
in the matter ; and that our heart is not right in the sight 
of God. We have often questioned whether we know 
any thing of the new creature ; whether we have ever 
exercis,ed repentance towards God, and faith towards our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Aftd what, if after all our advan- 
tages, we should perish: and after all our profession, 
have a name only that we live, while we are dead. O 
Lord, decide the douhtful point ; and bear witness with 
our spirits, that we are the children of God. 

We would not deceive ourselves in a business of ever, 
lasting moment : but if we are in a state of grace, enable 
us to know it, for our own comfort and the glory of thy 
great name. 

And, O Lord, we pray that we may grow in grace. 
If we have the reality of religi<m, how far are our works 
from being found perfect before God. O help us to 
reach after the higher attainments and privileges of the 
divine life, and not always live at this poor dying rate. 
May we be followers of God as dear children, and feel it 
the joy of our lives, to be holy, as Thou art holy ; and 
merciful, as Thou art merciful. May thine eye be more 
to us, than the inspection of all our fellow-creatures ; and 
thy approbation, be dearer, than the applause of a thou- 
sand worlds. 

May no grace of the spirit be wanting in us : may no 
duty of our calling be neglected, or carelessly performed. 
May our faith, be a strong faith; our hope, a lively 
hope ; our charity, a fervent charity ; our conversation) 
a conversation becoming the gospel of Christ. May we 
stand complete in the will of God ; aad may our light so 
shine before men, that they may see our good works, 
and glorify our Father, who is in heaven. 
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May we long to serve our generation ; may wisdom 
select and regulate our means ; and a blameless and love- 
ly consistency of character, give weight to our endeav- 
ours. And may all our works begin, continue, and end, 
in Thee. On Thee may we depend for light to know, 
and disposition to choose, and stcength to perform, and 
submission to suffer, and patience to wait. 

And when we have done ail,' may we acknowledge 
that we are unprofitable servants, and confess that we 
deserve condemnation for the defects of our obedience, 
rather than a reward for its excellency. And looking off 
from our duties, as well as our sins, to find a foundation 
for our hope, may we rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have 
no confidence in the flesh. And may our persons and 
services, be accepted in the Beloved — To whom be glory 
and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 



' ooo-ooo > ■ 

FRIDAY MORNING. 

WE would lift up our hearts, with our hands, unto 
God in the heavens. Behold, before Thee, a company 
of highly-indulged, but sinful beings : for if we say, we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. None of our fellow-creatures know half so much of 
our depravity, as we ourselves know : and our knowl- 
edge is ignorance, compared with thy wisdom. 

Thou readest the heart. Thou viewest actions in 
their principles and motives. Thou seest more defile- 
ment in our duties, than we ever saw in any of our sins. 
In thy sight the heavens are not clean ; and Thou chari- 
est thine angels with folly. And if we hate ourselves, 
and are ready to flee from ourselves, because of our 
abominations, how wonderful is it that Thou dost not 
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abhor us, and swear in thy wrath, that we shall not enter 
into thy rest. 

But be astonished O heavens, and wonder O earth l 
instead of such a deserved exclusion, Thou hast even de- 
vised means, that they who are banished be not finally 
expelled from Thee ; — ^means the most astonishing and 
glorious, and which the angels desire to look into. For 
Thou hast so loved the world, as to give thy only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him, should aot 
perish, but have everlasting life. In Him mercy and 
tmith meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each 
ether ; and thy honor is not only secured, but promi- 
nently displayed, even in our escape from thirty own 
threatenings. In Him the enslaved can find redemption ; 
the guilty pardon^ ^e unholy renovation. In Him is 
everlasting strength for the weak, and unsearchable 
riches fbr the needy ; in Him we find all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge for the ignorant — m Him all ful- 
ness dwells. 

We bless Thee for the provision, which thy infinite 
goodness has mrade for our everlasting welfare ; and for 
the gospel of our salvation, which makes it known ; and 
which not only reveals it to our view, but proposes it to 
our hope, and presses it upon otir acceptance. 

6 Lord, at thy gracious call, we hear; we look ; we 
come ; we apply ; we receive. We not only submit to 
the scheme of mercy, but we acquiesce in it : we glory 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ ; we joy in God 
through t)ur Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now 
received the atonement. We bless Thee, that in this 
grace we stand: Thou hast rendered the blessings as 
secure, as they are glorious : and we are persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, n*r principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
17* 
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to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

Yea, for ever hlessed he thy name, Thou hast not 
oiJy provided for our safefy, hut our prosperity^ Thou 
hast not only promised that the righteous shall hold on 
their way, but wax stronger and stronger. Thou dost 
not despise the day of small things ; but Thou giyest 
more grace ; and hast commanded us to ask and receive, 
that our joy may be full. 

And now, O Lord, what shall we render for all thy 
benefits towards us ? We can never discharge the obli- 
gations we are under? — but we pray, that we may be sen- 
sible of them ; and thoi^h we can make no adequate 
returns, may we make suitable ones : and ever ask from 
the heart, as well as with the lip. Lord, what wilt Thou 
have me to do ? 

And may we show forth thy praise. May we speak 
well of thy name. May we be concerned to bring others 
to love and serve Thee ; and to share with us, in all the 
good which Thou hast spoken concerning Israel. 

O let our children be thy children ; our friends thy 
friends ; our servants thy servants. 

May our neighbours, and our enemies too^ be visited 
with thy salvation. 

Dwell in our families. Let thy goings be seen in our 
sanctuaries. Let the people praise Thee, O God, yea let 
all the people praise Thee. Let the whole earth be fill- 
ed with thy glory. 

Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in strength, 
that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of 
his word. Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts, ye minis- 
ters of his that do his pleasure. Bless the Lord, all his 
works, in all places c£ his dominion. Bless the Lord, O 
mv soul. Amen and aioen. 
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FRIDAY EVENING. 

AGAIN, O Lord of all, we desire to bow in thy prea- 
ence. May we approach Thee with all the encourage- 
ments that can be derived from thy character, bb the God 
of love. We are not left to feel after Thee in the dark- 
ness of nature ; or to*worship Thee as the unknown God. 
We cannot find Thee out unto perfection ; but we know 
that Thou art good and ready to foi^Te, and plenteous 
in mercy unto allUiem that call upon Thee. 

For Thou hast given us thy word, which Thou hast 
magnified above all thy name : and Thou bast favoured 
us with the gospel, so that on us who were sitting in 
darkness, and the shadow of death, has risen a great 
light, the light of life. 

But we acknowle<^, how ungratefully we have re- 
ceived the benefit, and bow little we have improved our 
privileges, to the purposes for which they have been 
given. We have made light of these things, though an- 
gels desire to look into them : we have neglected the 
great salvation: we have turned away from Him that 
speaketh from heaven. And all that Thou hast kindly 
employed, to enforce the messages of thy word, we have 
disregarded : for we have contemned the examples of 
the good, the admonitions of friend^ip, the reproaches 
of conscience, the rebukes of thy providence, and the 
strivings of thy Holy Spirit : and well do we deserve, 
that the kingdom of God should be taken away from us» 
O let us not confess our sins without feeling and lament- 
ing them ; but with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, 
with self-abhorrence, self-condenmation, and self-despair. 

And under a deep impression of our guilt, may we 
seek relief, alone, from Him who is the hope and the con- 
solation of Israel. Viewing Him as dying for the ungod- 
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!y, may we belieye in his name. May we know that 
He bore our sins in his body on the tree, and that by his 
«tripes we are healed. And may we find in Him, not 
only righteousness but strength. May He impart to ns, 
not only foi^iveness of sins, but repentance unto life. 
May we never separate in our regards, what He has 
joined together in the scriptures ; or suppose that we are 
justified by his blood, unless we are sanctified by hia 
Spirit. , 

We believe we can never be happy in sin, and we 
do not desire it : Lord, deliver us from it, and lead us in 
the way everlasting. Make us holy like thyself, that 
we may be made happy in thyself. We are naturally 
disqualified for all communion with a holy God; work in 
us to will and do of thy good pleasure : produce in us 
those principles and dispositions, which will attach us to 
thyself as our exceeding joy ; and enable us to say. 
Whom have I in heaven but Thee, and there is none 
upon earth that I desire beside Thee. 

Under all our ignorance, weakness, fears, and depres- 
sions, may thy Spirit help our infirmities, with supplies 
of wisdom, strength, and comfort. 

May we faithfully study our character, and be always 
willing to come to the light, that if evil, our deeds may 
be reproved. May we peculiarly observe ourselves, 
under the operation of those events which are designed 
to try us ; that we may judge of the reality and degree 
of our grace. May we often review life, and see how 
we have at any time been ensnared, or overcome, that 
we may, in future, become more wise and circumspect. 
And while we watch, may we also pray, lest we enter 
into temptation. May we never trust in our own hearts, 
or depend upon any past experience, or present resolir- 
tion ; but be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
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Thus far Thoi2 hast helped us. Hitherto oar ene- 
mies have not triumphed over us. And though we have 
seen many decline from their profession, we hope, if 
Thou wert to ask. Will ye also go away ? we should be 
able to say, with more conviction and .affection than 
ever, Lord, to whom should we go but unto Thee, Thou 
hast the words of eternal life. Thou hast been with us 
in trouble: and many a shadow of death hast Thou 
turned into the morning. We can now discern thy wis- 
dom and kindness, in dispensations, which once perplex- 
ed us and dismayed : and what we know not now, we 
shall know hereafter. 

Never leave us nor forsake us : but support and lead 
us through all these dark and sorrowful regions: and 
enable us with confidence to hail the hour, when our suu 
shall no more go down, nor our moon withdraw herself; 
for God shall be our everlasting light, and the days of our 
mourning shall be ended. 

We implore it through the intercession of Him who 
gave himself for our sins, ihkt He might deliver us from 
this present evil world, accordii]^ to the will of God and 
our Father ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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SATURDAY MORNING. 

LET not the Lord be angry, while we, who are but 
dust and ashes, take upon us to speak unto the living 
God. Pardon our unworthiness ; help our infirmities; 
and hearken unto the voice of our cry, our King and our 
God, for unto Thee will we pray. 

Thou art good to all ; and we have largely shared 
with thy creatures, the bounties of thy providence : but 
O, remember us with the favour Thou bearest unto thy 
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people. We bless Thee for characterizing them ; and 
we blefls Thee that Thou hast placed the distiDCtion in 
BO high and discouragiog attainments : for Thon takest 
pleasure in them that ftar Thee ; in them that hopt in 
thj mercy. Maj these dispositions be found in each of 
us. May we dread thy anger, re?ere thy perfections^ 
stand in awe of thy majesty, and tremble at tiiy word. 
And hide not thy mercy from us : enable us to trust in iX^ 
and to plead it ; and, with a broken heart and a contrite 
spirit, may we earnestly cry, God be merciftil to me a 
sinner. In how many ways do we need the exercise of 
it : but Thou art rich in mercy ; and abundant in mercy ; 
and delightest in mercy. 

We are all so many proofs of it ; because thy com- 
passions fail not — ^we are not consumed. Our forfeited 
liyes have not only been continued, but crowned with 
thy goodness. Thou hast provided for our souls as well 
as for our bodies ; and we hear a thousand roices invit- 
ing us to the feast, and saying, Come, for all things are 
now ready. Thanks be unto God, ior his unspeakable 
gift : we bless Thee for a Saviour, who died for our sins, 
and rose again for our justification, and is now ascended 
far above all heavens, that He might fill all things. 

May we be made the partakers of Christ, and not 
only of his righteousness — ^but of his spirit : that we may 
be — not only pardoned but renewed : and not only have 
a title to heaven, but a meetness for it. No longer alien- 
ated from the life of God, may our meditations of Thee 
be sweet, and may we draw near to Thee as to our ex- 
ceeding joy. May we confide in thy promises, and relj 
on thy constant protection and care. May we be devoted 
to thy service, and find it perfect freedom. May we love 
obedience : may thy law be within our heart. 

May thy cause be dear to our souls. We pray that 
thy word may have free course and be glorified. Let 
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thy church not only be multiplied in number, but increuN 
ed in knowledge, and sanctity, and peace, and concord^ 
and joy ; so that it may be a praise in the whole earth. 
Let the light of the moon be as the light of the sun, and 
the light of the sun be sevenfold, as the light of seven 
days. For brass, bring gold ; and for iron, silver ; and 
wood, brass ; and for stones, iron. 

Thou dost not stand in need of us ; but in thy conde- 
scension and wisdom. Thou art pleased to make use of 
means ; and we desire the honour and happiness of being 
instruments, in thy hand. Lord, what wilt Thou have us 
to do ? We would value every day afforded us, as a new 
period of usefulness. May we be anxious to accomplish 
all we can, to alleviate human wo, and to advance the 
temporal and spiritual welfare of all around us. 

And may we be not only zealous, but persevering. 
May we never be discouraged; never grow weary in 
well-doing. While many go back after following the 
Saviour, may we cleave to Him with purpose of heart ; 
and at last, hear Him say. Ye are they who have contin- 
ued with me in my temptation, and I appoint unto you a 
kingdom, as my Father also hath appointed me. 

We would not foi^et the afflicted. Hear the sighing 
of the needy ; cause the widow's heart to sing for joy ; 
and in Thee may the fatherless find mercy. Remove 
indisposition and disease, from those who are exercised 
thereby ; or assure them of that world, where the in- 
habitant no more says, I am sick. 

Be with us all through the changing scenes of life, 
and at the hour of dissolution : when heart and flesh fail 
•— and ^ fail they will soon — be Thou the strength of our 
heart, and our portion for ever. If death should be sod- 
den, let it not find us unprepared : if it should be awful 
in the apprehension, let it be safe in the result : and if 
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we cannot depart in trinmpfa, may we expire in bumble 
bope ; saying witb numbers before us : 

A guUtj, weak, and helpless worm, 

On thy kind arm I fall ; 
Be Thou my strength and righteousness, 

My Jesus and my all. 

And tbrongb eternal ages, may it be our privilege to 
unite with those, who are singing, Unto Him that loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in bis own blood, and 
hatb made us kings and priests unto God, and to bis Fath- 
er, he glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

O LORD God of Hosts: Thou hast established Iby 
throne in tbe heavens, and thy kingdom ruletb over all. 
It is a source of joy to our minds, and of encouragement 
to our hopes, that the Lord God Omnipotent reignetb. 
In thy greatness, we see thy all-sufficiency to accomplish 
all that Thou hast promised ; to confer upon us all we 
need ; and to do for us exceeding abundantly, above all 
we can ask or think. 

It is, therefore, good for us to draw near to Tbee : 
and it is our mercy to know, that we can approach Tbee 
with confidence of acceptance and success ; founded, not 
on any worthiness or works of our own, but on tby own 
grace, in the appointment of a Mediator, who has put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, and opened a new 
and living way, into tbe holiest of all, by bis own blood. 

We have no other name to plead ; and we need no 
other. Behold, O God, our shield, and look upon the 
fkce of thine Anointed : and for bis sake, who groaned in 
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the garden and died upon the cross, and now appears m 
thy presence for ns, pardon our iniquity for it is great : 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness : deliver us from the 
power of darkness ; and translate us into the kingdom of 
thy dear Son. 

May we no longer he strangers and foreigners, hut 
fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of 
God ; and hecause we are sons, send forth the spirit of 
thy Son into our hearts, crying Ahha, Father. May our 
intercourse with Thee, he free, and delightful, and con- 
stant : and not on peculiar occasions only, hut in every 
thing, hy prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, may 
we make known our requests unto Thee. May we live 
in thy presence. 

May we walk with God — and walk humhly with God ; 
sensihle of our deficiences and desert ; admiring thy con- 
descension and patience ; and howing to all thy dispensa- 
tions, without murmuring or repining." 

May we walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
redeeming the time. May we be zealous in the dis- 
charge of all those duties, the performance of which, de- 
pends on a season so fleeting and precarious. May we 
consider one another, and provoke one another, to love 
and to good works : not forsaking the assembling of our- 
selves together, as the manner of some is ; but exhorting 
one another, and so much the more — as we see the day 
approaching. 

Enable us to realize the universality and perfection 
of thy agency, in all our affairs ; and since all thy way* 
are mercy and truth, may we learn in whatsoever stale 
we are, therewith to be content: yea in every thing 
may we give thanks. 

May we not only submit to our trials, but be grateful 
for them. They are designed for our profit, that we 
may be partakers of thy holiness. ^ They evince a euro 
18 
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of which we are anworthj, and whidb we have neyer 
properly repaid. Lord, what is man, thai Thoa sfaouldst 
magnify him; that Thou shonldst set thy heart opoo 
him ; that Thou shouldst visit him evesy morning, and 
chasten every moment. So impatient, and wa3rward, and 
foolish, have we been under thy hand, t^at we have for- 
feited all claim to the rod, and deserve to be stricken no 
more. It would be just in Thee to say, They are joined 
to idols, let them alone. But, O Lord, abandon us not to 
ourselves : treat us not with neglect. Employ whatever 
means are necessary to save and sanctify our souls. Try 
us as Thou pleasest ; only, while we are chastened of 
the Lord, let us not be condemned with the wicked. 

Humble us under a review of our depravity, through 
another day, and another week, which is now hastening 
to join the days and weeks before the iood. Who can 
understand his errors? In many things we all offend. 
Hide thy face frdb our sins. Heal our backslidings ; 
and receive us graciously. 

On the coming day, let thy good Spirit lead us to thy 
holy hill, and to thy tabernacle. May we go unto the 
altar of God as to our exceeding joy : and taste the bless- 
edness of those, that dwell in thy house, and are still 
praising Thee. Teach us to value properly, the means 
of grace ; and be concerned to derive from them, the 
benefit they are designed to afford. May we remember 
our accountableness for them. May we remember, that 
they never leave us as they find us; but alwaya prove 
the savour of life unto life, or of death unto death. 

Let not our attendance add to our sin and condenSia- 
tion. Let us not sing without devotion ; pray without 
desire ; and hear in vain : but be found in the number of 
those, who knbw the joyful sound, and walk in the fear 
of the Lord, and in the comforts of the Holy Ghost 
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And may those who will not be able to hear the word, 
hear the rod, and hear it saying, As many as I love, I re- 
buke and chasten. Let meditation, and reading, and pious 
conversation, and above all, thy special presence, be sub- 
stitutes for public ordinances. — Thus send portions to 
those for whom nothing is prepared ; and let them that 
tarry at home, divide the spoil. And have mercy upon 
all men. As we implore it, through the mediation of the 
ever blessed Redeemer. In whose wt)rds we address 
Thee — Our Father, &c. Amen. 
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CHRISTMAS DAY. 

MORNING. 

O GOD, Thou art worth j of universal and everlast- 
ing adoration. Thy nature is incomprehensible; thj 
perfections are infinite ; and thy ways are past finding 
out. Thou art the Creator and upholder of all things. 
All thy works praise Thee, O Lord, and thy saints bless 
Thee. All our lives have been full of thy undeserved 
goodness. 

But we are called this rooming, to behold the ex- 
ceeding riches of thy grace, in thy kindness towards us, 
by Christ Jesus. Herein is love; not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 

May we contemplate this matchless event, with all 
those views and affections which its importance demands. 
May those who observe the day, observe it unto the 
Lord. May our festivity, becoming the occasion, be 
harmless and holy. Let us not disgrace the season, by 
reviving those works of the devil, which the Son of God 
was manifested to destroy : nor rest satisfied with the 
mere remembrance of his advent, as founded in truth, 
and attended with wonders ; but inquire, for what end 
He was born, and for what cause He came into the world. 
And since we are informed, that He came to seek and to 
save that which was lost ; and suffered the just for the 



CHKISTMAS DAY—MORNING. 209 

unjust, that He might jbring us unto God ; may we deem 
the report not only a faithful saying, but worthy of all 
acceptation ; and may it be in us as a well of water, 
springing up into everUiBfy^ life. 

May none of us disregard Him, from ignorance, 
worldly-mindedness, presumption, self-righteousness, or 
despondency. As our Prophet, may we repair to his feet 
for instruction. May we look to his sacrifice, and find 
relief for our burdened consciences. May we acknowl- 
edge his authority, and obey his commands. In all our 
approaches to Thee, may we make mention of his right- 
«;ousQi&S8 only, and in his strength, go forth into all the 
duties and trials of life. 

lif ay we aeyer feel miserable, even in a vale of tears^ 
while we think 4d the consolation of Israel ; hut rejoice 
ui Hifl9) with Joy iiQspje^JUhle and full of glory. 

I^Ascli«f upon bi| grape in becoming poor, that we 
through his poverty might be rich : may all selfishness, 
^nd UBGharjitableniBfi# )ie eiLtirpated from our hearts; 
«aay we lorie one apothef, ^s he has loved us : and may 
we delight to go sbont dping good. 

May no coUoese, no indifference, ever approach our 
spirits, whenever we are engaged in serving a master 
who has all the claims of a benefactor ; yea, who died 
for us, and rose s^^ain. 

To Him may we consecrate all our faculties and pos- 
sessions ; and, on our time and our substance, our souls 
and our bodies, may there be inscribed, holiness unto the 
JLord. May we grieve to hear his name blasphemed, 
and weep to see his la^s transgressed. 

May his cause lie near our hearts ; and may we long 
for the time, when He shall be known and adored, fron^ 
the rising of the sun, to the going down of the same > 
when to Him shall every knee bow, and every tongue 
4;onfess j and the glad tidings, q{ great joy, shall be t« 
18* 
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all people — ^Unto you is bora a SaTiour, which is Christ 
the Lord. 

Through his mediation we address Thee ; and in his 
words we conclude our imperfect supplications. Our 
Father, &c. 



CHHISTMAS DAY. 

EVENING. 

THOUGH Thou art exalted above all blessing and 
{>raise ; yet, O God, we love to explore thy ways, to ad- 
mire thy works, and to adore thy perfections. — Thy un- 
derstanding is infinite, thy power is almighty, thy mer- 
cy endureth for ever. Thy goodness transcencfe all our 
conceptions, as far as the heavens are higher than the 
earth. 

We call on our souls and each other, this evening, to 
praise and magnify thy holy name. We bless Thee for 
our creation, and the degree we hold in the rank of be- 
iiig. We bless Thee for our preservation, and for all 
the supplies which have rendered life supportable ; and 
all the indulgences, which have rendered it comfort- 
able. But above all, we thank Thee for thine unspeak- , 
able gift. For Thou hast surpassed all thy works, and 
crowned all thy benefits, by remembering us in our low 
estate, and laying help on one that is mighty. 

And we have again heard the intelligence, that God 
hjo loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on Him, should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. Convince us of our need of this 
dispensation of mercy and grace : and may we acquiesce 
in it, not with coldness of assent, but with gladness of 
hjeart. May we exclaim with the angels— Glory to God 
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in the highest, on earth peace, good wiil towards men : 
and with the multitude of disciples, shout — ^Hosanna^ 
blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Though the world knew Him not, and his own re- 
ceived Him not, and He is still despised and rejected of 
men ; may we receive Him aa all our salvation, and all 
our desire. 

May we rejoice to view Him, in a nature, which 
leads Him to call us brethren : in which, as our example, 
He can go before us, in the duties of obedience and sub- 
mission : in which. He can sympathize with us, in all our 
wo — and in which. He has suffered for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that He might bring us unto God. 

May we look to Him for all we want, and live a life 
of faith upon his fulness. In Him may we know, that 
we have redemption through his blood ; that we have 
righteousness and strength ; that we have all the treas- 
ures of wisdom and knowledge. 

May we connect, with his work for us in the flesh, 
his work in us by the Spirit. While we are reconciled 
by his death, may we be saved by his life ; and remem- 
ber that his name is Jesus, because He saves his people 
from their sins. 

And as He came not only that we might have life, 
but have it more abundantly, may our expectations be 
lai^e, and our desires importunate : may He dwell in 
our hearts by faith ; that we being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints, what 
is the height, and depth, and breadth, and length, and 
know the love of Chrkt, which passeth knowledge, and 
be filled with all the fulness of God. 

Once in the end of the world hath He appeared, to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself; and unto them 
that look for Him will He appear a second time, without 
«in onto salvation* O, prepare us for that solemn day 
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Haj we belieye in Him as a Savioor, b^face wa meet 
Him aa a Judge ; that whea the tribes of the earth shall 
wail because of Him, we may lift up our heads with joj, 
Jraowiog that our redemptiou draweth nigh ; and saj with 
the church, ho ! this is our ^o^) we ha¥e waited for Him, 
He will save us; this is the Lord, we havie waited for 
Him, we will rejoice and be glad in his salvation. 

Make thy ministers wise, and ^^aloqs, and successful, 
in the dispensation of thy word : and let signs and won- 
ders be done, in the name of thy holy child Jiesus. 

We are a sjnful people, but Thou l^t not dealt with 
OS after our desert : and Thou hast not left us without 
witness : Thou hast, in the midst of us, a people for thy 
name ; and we pray, that onv beloved country, may be a 
growing part of the ^qapire of the Prince of Peace. 

May the root of Jesse stand for an ensign to the peo- 
ple; to it may the Gentiles seek; and let his rest be 
glorious. May He come down as the rain upon the lEnowi^ 
grass, as shpwers that water the earth. In his ^ays may 
the righteous flourish, and abupdance of peace, so long 
as the moon endureth. Let all nations be blessed in Him ; 
all generations call Him blessed. 

And blessed be bis glorious name for ever, and let the 
whole earth be filled with his glory. . Amen. 
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LAST EVENING OF TUE OU) YjSi^H. 

O GOD, Thou hast been our refuge and dwelling 
place in all generations : before the mountains we^e 
brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and 
.the world, even from everlasting to eyerlasting, Thou 
art God. And a thousand years in thy sight, are but as 
yesterday when it is past, ai^d as a wfttcb in the m^bt 
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But as for man, his days are as grass ; as a flower of the 
field so he flourisheth ; for the wind passeth over it, and 
it is gone, and the place thereof knoweth it no more. 

We appear before Thee, to close in thy presence, 
another of the revolutions of our fleeting existence : and 
earnestly praying, that the season may not pass away, 
without suitable and serious reflections. O, let us not 
imagine — ^in spite of scripture, and observation, and 
reason, and feeling, that we have many of these periods 
left to notice ; but say with Job, When a few years are 
come, I shall go the way whence I shall not return. — ^It 
may be only a few months, or weeks, or dlSiys, — or hours,— 
for we know not at what hrmr the Son of man cometb. 
But we know that our life is a vapour, that appeareth 
for a little time, and then vanisheth away : we know the 
frailty of our frame : and the numberless diseases and 
disasters to which we are exposed — so teach us to num- 
ber our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

What numbers of our fellow-creatures, and many of 
them much more likely to have continued than their sur- 
vivors, have, during the past year, been carried down 
to their lopg home — ^but we have been preserved ; and 
are the living to praise Thee this day. Blessed be the 
God of salvation, to whom belong the issues from death, 
that we are yet in the regions of hope, that we have yet 
an accepted time, and a day of salvation ; and that our 
opportunities of doing good, as well as of gaining good, 
are still prolonged. Yet are they all diminished by 
another irreparable loss; and the reduced remainder, 
with every trembling uncertainty attached to it, calls 
upon us to say with growing seriousness and zeal, I must 
work the works of Him that sent me while it is day, the 
night cometh, wherein no man can work. 

Thou hast commanded us to remember all the way, 
which Thou hast led us in ibe wilderness. The scene 
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of dnr jovmeying has indeed beea a ^Ideroefls ; b«t the 
told Uiat has conducted «fl is divine: aad a thousand 
privileges, not derirable from our condition) hare been 
experiei^ed in it. 

Thou hast corrected us, but it is of ike Lord^a teeir» 
cies we are not consumed. 

We have had our afflictions, but how few have thej 
been in number ; how short in continuance ; how alSeri- 
ated in degree ; how merciful in design ; how instructive 
and useful in their results. 

With regard to our severest exercises, we are com*- 
pelled to acknowle^e^ Thou hast not dealt with us after 
our sins, neither hast Thou rewarded us accordkig to owe 
iniquities. It is good for me that I have been afflicted. 

B«t O, what a series of bounties and bledsings, pre^ 
sent themselves to our minds, when we look back u^ob 
the year through which we have passed : and to What, 
but to thy unmerited goodness in the*Son of thy love, 
are we indebted for all. Health, strength, food, raitHent, 
residence, friends, relations, comfort, pleasure, hope, use- 
fulness, — all our benefits have dropped from thy -gracious 
hand : and there has not been a day, or an hour, or a 
moment, but has published thy kindness and thy care. 

Especially would We acknowlec^e thy goodness, in 
continuing to us the means o£ grace. Whatever has 
been denied us, we have had the provisions of thy house. 
The toils and trials of the week, have been refreshed 
and relieved by the delights of the sabbath. Our eyes 
have seen our teachers. Our ears have heard the joyful 
sound of the gospel : and our hearts have often said, 
Lord, it is good for us to be here. 

And O, that every moment of the past year could, if 
called upon — and it will be called upon, bear witness to 
our gratitude, love, and obedience. O, that it was not in 
its power to convict us, of the most unworthy requitals of 
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thy goodness. To Thee, O Lord, belong glory and hon- 
our, but lo us^ shame and confusion of face. O who can 
understand his errors. O, how nany duties have we 
neglected or improperly performed. How little have 
^e redeemed our time ; on improved our talents. How 
little have we been alive "to thy glory, or sought, or even 
seized, when presented, opportmiities of serving our 
generation. How unprofited have we been under the 
richest means of religious prosperity-^nd when for th« 
time we ought to be able to teach others, we have need 
to be again taught ourselves, what be the first principles 
of the oracles of God. 

God be merciful to us sinners. Pardon our iniquity, 
for it is great. Cleanse us from all unrighteousness ^ 
and work in us to will and to do of thy good pleasure. 
Let us not carry one of our old sins with us into the new 
year — unforgiven'— mnrepented of — unbewailed — unab** 
horred. With a new poiiion of time, may we have new 
hearts ; and become new creatures. 

If this yeiir we should die — and in the midst of life 
we are in death, may death prove our eternal gain : and 
if our days are prolonged, may we walk before the Lord 
in the land of the living, and show forth all thy praise* 
The number of our months are with Thee. In thy hand 
our breath is, and liiine are all our ways. . Prepare us 
for all : and be with us in all ; and bring us safely through 
all, into the rest that remains for thy people ; for the 
sake of our Lord and Saviour : in whose words we call 
Thee Our Father, &g. Amen. 
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FIRST MORNING OF THE 
NEW YEAR. 

OF old hast Thou laid the foundation of the earth ; 
and the heavens are the work of thj hands. They shall 
perish, but Thou shalt endure ; yea, all of them shall 
wax old like a garment ; as a vesture shalt Thou change 
them, and they shall be changed : but Thou art the same, 
and thy years shall have no end. Through all the suc- 
cessions of time, which with us constitute the past, the 
present, and the future, I AM is thy name, and this is thy 
memorial in all generations. We desire, O God, with 
the profoundest reverence to contemplate the eternity of 
thy nature. May our minds be filled with elevation and 
grandeur, at the thought of a Being, with whom one day 
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years are as one 
day : a Being, who amidst all the revolutions of empire, 
and the lapse of worlds, feels no variableness nor shadow 
of turning. <How glorious, with immortality attached to 
them, are all thy attributes; and how secure are the 
hopes and happiness of all those, who know thy name, 
and put their trust in Thee. 

May we rejoice, that while men die, the Lord liveth ; 
that while all creatures are found broken reeds and 
broken cisterns. He is the Rock of ages, uid the Foun- 
tain of living waters. O that we may turn away oar 
hearts from vanity ; and among all the dissatisfactions 
and uncertainties of the present state, look after an inter- 
est in that everlasting covenant, which is ordered in all 
things and sure. May we seek after a union with thy- 
self, as the strength of our heart, and our portion for 
ever, and be partakers ourselves of the immutability we 
adore : for Thou hast assured us, that while the world 
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passeth away, and the lasts thereof, he that doeth the 
will of God, ahideth for ever. 

We thank Thee, that Thou hast revealed to as the 
way in which a fallen, and perishing sinner can be eter- 
nally united to thyself; and that Jesas is the way, the 
troth, and the life, in his name we come ; O receive 
us graciously ; justify us freely from all things ; renew 
us in the spirit of our minds; and bless us, with all spir* 
itual blessings, in heavenly places in Christ. 

By the lapse of our days, and weeks, and years, 
which we are called upon so of^en to remark, may we 
be reminded how short our life is, and how soon we shall 
close our eyes on every prospect below the sun : and, 
0, suffer us not to neglect the claims of eternity, in the 
pursuit of the trifles of time : but knowing how frail we 
are, may we be wise enough to choose that good part 
which shall not be taken away from us : and before we 
leave the present evil world, may we secure the inher- 
itance of another and a better. May thoughts of death 
and eternity so impress our minds, as to put seriousness 
into our prayers, and vigor into our resolutions; may 
they loosen us from an undue attachment to things seen 
and temporal ; so that we may weep, as if we wept not ; 
and rejoice, as if we rejoiced not 

And remembering that the present life, so short, so 
uncertain — and so much of which is already vanished, is 
the only opportunity we shall ever have for usefulness, 
may we be concerned, with holy avarice, to redeem the 
time. May we be alive and awake, at every call of 
charity and piety. May we feed the hungry, and clothe 
the naked ; may we instruct the ignorant ; reclaim the 
vicious ; forgive the oflending ; diffuse the gospel : and 
consider one another, to provoke one another unto Idve 
and good works, not forsaking the assembling ourselves 
together, as the manner of some is, but exhorting on^' 
19 
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another, and so much 4iM mdre as we Me 4ifae di^ ap*- 
proaching. 

A0 we hare eotenad on m new feriod of lifie, inajr we 
iaithfuUy exaaune owsoItm to aee, whaAkasheen mnoBB, 
ki our former temper or oondiict ; aiMl, tt ^ fiteeogtli^ 
nay we resolTC to cocreet it. And may we kufoire for 
the f«ti]re--<»witli a full detenoinatioa to reduce omr 
knowkdge to practice, Lord, whait wilt ?!^oii haife me 
to do? 

Prepare ub for aU the duties of the ensnii^ year. 
All the wisdom and streagtb, neo«Kary foor &e perform- 
ance of them, jmnt come from thyself: may we, tfaere-* 
fore, lire a Uk of self-dirtnist, of divine dependence, and 
of prayer : may we mak and receive, that our joy may 
be full : map^ we lire in the spirit ; and waJk in the spirit. 

If we are inodulged with prospcnr^, O M not our 
prosperity destroy us, or injure us. If we are exercised 
with adversity, suffer us not to siidi: in the hour of trouble, 
or sin against God. May we know how to he abased, 
without despondence ; and to abo«md, without pride. If 
our relative comforts are continued to us, may we love 
them without idolatry, and hold them at thy disposal ; 
and if they are recalled from us, may we be enabled to 
say, the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; and 
blessed be the name of the Lord. 

Fit us for all events. We know not what a day may 
bring forth ; but we encourage ourselves in the Lord our 
God, and go A)rw8ad. Nothing can befall us by chance. 
Thou hast been thus far our helper ; Thou hast promis- 
ed to be with us iu every condition ; Thou hast engaged 
to make all things work together for our good ; all thy 
ways are mercy and truth. May we, therefore, be care- 
ful for nothing, but in every thing, by prayer and suppli- 
cation, with thanksgiving, may we make known our re- 
quests unto God ; and may the peace of God, that pass- 
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eth all undeistandlDg, keep our hearts and minds, through 
Christ Jesns. 

Bless, O bless, the young ; may each of them, this 
day, hear Thee saying. My son, give me thy heart : and, 
from this time, may they cry unto Thee, as the guide of 
^eir youth. Regard those who have reached the years, 
wherein they say. We have no pleasure in them. If old 
in sin, may they be urged to embrace, before it be for 
ever too late, the things that belong to their peace ; and 
if old in grace, uphold them with thy free Spirit, and 
help them to remember, that now is their salvation near* 
er, than when they believed. 

Bless all the dear connexions attached t6 us by na- 
ture, friendship, or reli^on. Grace be to them; and 
peace be multiplied. 

Let our country share thy protection, and smiles. 
Bless aH our rulers and magistrates. 

Bless all our churches and congregations. Bless all 
thy ministers ; may thine ordinances in their hand be en- 
livening and refreshing, and thy word effectual, to wound 
and to heal. 

May this be a year remarkable for the conversion of 
souls, and the extension of the gospel. Bless all mission- 
ary societies ; and let the circling months see the ban- 
ners of the .Redeemer carried forward; till all nations 
are subdued to the obedience of faith. Our Father, fac. 
Amen. 
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GM}OD FRIDAY.* 

MORNING. 

O THOU King eternal, immortal, and invisible. 
Though Thou art past finding out unto perfection, we 
rejoice, that we are not called to worship an unknown 
God. Thou hast not left thyself without witness. We 
bless Thee for the revelation which Thou hast given us ; 
and that in thy word, we can view Thee, as the Father 
of mercies, and the God of all grace. All thy works and 
ways, correspond with the names Thou hast assumed, 
and demand and justify our confidence in Thee. We 
praise Thee for the displays of thy goodness in the pro- 
ductions of nature, and the bounties of thy providence : 
but above all, for thine inestimable love, in the redemp- 
tion of the world, by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the 
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

Herein Thou hast commended thy love towards ub, 
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

We find ourselves this morning at the foot of his 
cross, where angels are desiring to look into these 
things — ^And if they who need no repentance, study the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow, O, 
how much more should we ; to whom, they are not only 
true, and wonderful, and sublime, but all important, and 
infinitely interesting. Help us, O Lord, to turn aside and 
see this great sight ; and not suffer a dying Saviour to 
address us in vain — Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass 
by ? Behold and see, if ever there was sorrow like unto 
my sorrow. 



* A day set apart by the. church to comnaemorate our SaviouT''R 
.lOiiTerins^s and death. 
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Here, may we see the value of our souls, in the price 
paid for their deliverance ; and instead of neglecting 
them, or exposing them, for the vanities of time and 
sense ; may we regard them, according to the estima- 
tion in which they were holden hy Him, who gave his 
life a ransom for many. Here, may we contemplate the 
evil of sin, and abhor it : here, look upon Him whom we 
have pierced, and mourn for Him. Yet remembering 
that He was not only slain by us, but for us ; may we re- 
joice in our tears ; and by believing, enter into rest 

With humble and holy confidence, may we be ena- 
bled to say, Surely, Pe hath borne our grief, and carried 
our sorrow; the chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him, and by his stri|)es we are healed. 

May we never degrade his death, by fearing that it 
will not be available for guilt, so great and aggravated as 
ours, even if we depend upon it, and plead it before God ; 
but be fully persuaded, that his blood cleanseth from all 
$in ; and that by the one offering up of Himself, He hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 

Yet, O God, never suffer us to sin that grace may 
abound. May we never crucify the Saviour afresh, and 
put Him to an open shame. May He never be wounded 
in the house of his professing friends. Rather may we 
live only and wholly for Him, who died for us ; #id 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, in all things. 

May our old man be crucified with Him; and the 
body of sin be destroyed, that henceforth we may not 
serve sin. May we be planted together in the likeness 
of his death. As He suffered for us, leaving us an exam- 
ple, that we should follow his steps : may we learn of 
Him, submission, and meekness, and forgiveness of inju- 
ries : when reviled, may we revile not again ; when suf- 
fering, may we threaten not, but commit ourselves to 
Him that judgeth righteously. 
19* 
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Like Him, id all the sffictions of life, mxy we look 
to the hand that prepares and presents diem ; and saj, 
The cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not 
drink it ? 

Whatever he the cross we are required to hear, may 
we look before us, and see Him carrying a much heav* 
ier ; carrying it for us ; and carrying it without a mur- 
mur — 

Then let our pains be aU forgot, 

Our hearts no more repine-^ 
Our sufferings are not worth a thought. 

When, Lord, compared with thine. 

Convert and pardon all those, who by their Uves or 
doctrine, are the enemies of the cross of Christ. Have 
mercy upon the descendants of those who shed his blood: 
and let his dying prayer be answered. Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do. 

As Thou hast made his soul an offering for sin, may 

He see his seed, and prolong his days, and the pleasure 

of the Lord prosper in his hand. May He see of the 

' travail of his soul and be satisfied : and by his knowledge 

may He justify many, having borne their iniquities. 

Yea, having been lifted up from the earth, may He 

ffiw all men unto Him : may all kings fall down before 
lim, and all nations serve Him ; and in all the earth 
which He has purchased with his own blood, may there 
be one Lord, and his name one. 

And when He, who made Himself of no reputation, 
hut took upon Him the form of a servant, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, shall 
come in his glory, with all the holy angels, may we be 
enabled to say. Even so, come Lord Jesus; and unite 
with those, who will be eternally employed in saying — 
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Unto Him that loved «s, and washed as from our sins 
m his own Mood, and hath made iia kings and priests unto 
God) and to his Father, be giory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. 



eOOB FRIDAY. 

EVENING. 

O THOU, whose name alone i& Jehovah, the Most 
High over all 4he earth : we desire to adore thy perfec- 
tions, and to admire thy works, which are sought out of 
all them tibat have pleasure therein* 

Thou art the only wise God. Thy power is Almigh- 
ty. Whither can we go from thy presence, or whither 
can we flee from thy Spirit ? Thou art holy in all thy 
ways. And such is thy purity, that even the heavena 
are not clean in thy sight. 

How shall we come before the Lord, or bow before 
the high God ? We have no offering of our own to bring. 
No man can redeem his brother, <;^r give to God a ran- 
som for him. The blood of bulls and of goats could not 
take away sin. The law itself made nothing perfect — 
bat the bringing in of a better hope did, by the which 
we draw nigh to God. 

Yes, blessed be thy name, Thou hast shown us what 
is good ; and we behold the Lamb of God, who is tbe 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world. 

Here a foundation is laid for our hope, in connexion 
with the highest glory of all thy perfections : and we 
rejoice to think, that while pleading for salvation, by the 
blood of the cross, we ask Thee not to deny thyself, or to 
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trample on thy holy law : for faere^ thy law is ma^ified 
and made honourable : here, all thy attributes are deyel- 
oped and harmonized : mercy and truth meet together^ 
righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

Here, weary and heary laden, may we come for re- 
lief, and find rest unto our souls. May we take fresh 
views of this adorable sacrifice, under a sense of our con- 
stant unworthiness and desert ; and in all eur approaches 
to Thee, may we have boldness and access with confi- 
dence, by the faith of Him. 

May we not only rely upon his cross, but glory in it. 
Yea, may we joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom we have now received the atonement. And 
may we be able, individually, to say, I am crucified with 
Christ ; nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me ; and the life that I now live in the fiesh, 1 live hy 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
Himself for me. 

We are thankful, that as He atoned for our guilt, so 
He procured for us the grace of life, that the blessing of 
Abraham might come on the Gentiles, and that we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit, through faith. May 
we never separate tlie pardon and sanctification which 
Thou hast joined together. May we prove, that He 
gave Himself — hot only for our sins, but that He might 
deliver us from this present evil world : yea, that He 
might redeem us from' all iniquity, and purify unto Him- 
self e peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

And, O, that in every future moment of our existence, 
we may be constrained to live, not to ourselves, but to 
Him that died for us, and rose again. As He so loved 
us, may we also love one another : and never deem any 
thing too great to do, or to sufier, while endeavouring to 
seek and to save, that which is lost. 



• lElASl'Eai* SUm>AT«-M(»fcNIN0. tt6 

May tke hearts which are too haid to be broken by 
terror, be melted by love, aDd gained by confidence. 
May none of those who are desirous of returning to Thee, 
be discouraged by a fear of rejection ; but calling to re-* 
membrance and belief, the infinite proof which Thou 
hast already exhibited of thy benevolence, thus judge^^ 
He that spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all, how shall He not, with Him, freely give us all 
things. 

Smile upon our country. Let all the churches of the 
faithful, be edified and multiplied. Bless all the mini»- 
tern of the everlasting gospel ; and may they increasing- 
ly determine to know nothings save Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified. 

Increase the number of those who love his salvation : 
and as He gave Himself a ransom for all, may it be testi- 
fied in doe time : that He may have the heathen for his 
inheritance^and the uttermost parts of the earth for his 
possession ; and reign King of kings, and Lord of lords. 

In his words we conclude our devotions. Our Father, 
kc. Amen. 



EASTER SUNDAY.* 

MORNING. 

WHEN we consider the heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars which Thou hast ordain- 
ed ; Lord, what is man, that Thou art mindfiil of him, or 



* A day set apart in eommsflBoiation •€ our Sawonr^s Rerttt- 
rastion,. 
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Ibe am of aum^ that TlMuvkilM him. Wfe are 0ot wor- 
tbj of ao audienee al thjr foal> t d(^- w e ara- not wovlky 
of (he least oi all thj megci a a o nr aiD» baveevcA eaUed 
alaud for ▼eogeaoce. 

Bal Tlkaa haat net execuliad upon as the fieiceneaa ef 
thy angfet— becaate Thou art geed at weft as gzcat ; «id 
tiij goo<kiets cenatitutea thy greatneas. Thaa hast turn- 
ed our yery fall isnko an occaaoa of in^roying oxsr condi- 
tioa, by advaaciag us to the posseesioa of more and gfeat- 
«f bleaaiiigs tlhaii- we at jghiaUgro^ed ; •» thai we not 
eiily hasre life,, but haTe it move abimdantiy. 

For this potpoae the Sea: <^ thy love won'aakiijfestBd?: 
aa(^ ia- ihe fblnesa of tsai^ we behold Him. awainiiigrofg 
nature, and coming into our world, not to be miaiBtaared 
onto, but to minister, and to give his life a; naumn for 
aiawf. We vejotce to see,.ia his lelease firem the jwisen 
of the grave, the CTidence of the allfeoikaanGy and ac- 
captation of the sacnfiGe He offered oai the crossi O 
hd^ us to consider Him as a risen Samar ;: aaid maj we 
feel the power of his reaorrectioii, i» est^ishi^g our 
faith, enlivening our hope, and securing our sanctificatiea. 
May we not only believe his resurrection, but partake of 
it, and resemble it, that like a» Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of his Father, even so, we also 
might walk ia newne8S.of life : reckDoaiog ourselves to be 
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

And if risen with Christ, may we give evidence of it, 
and act heeoiaiDg it, in seeking these things that are 
adbiavek 

May we never leave our spiritnal and: eiv^festing 
condition, undecided and unknown: may we never be 
satisfied, till we are able to say, Blessed be the God and 
Fa^ierof oar Loi'driesw Chcist, who accMdiag ta his 
abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a Mvely 
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hope, bj the resurrection of Jesns Christ from the dead : 
to an ioheritanoe kicoiruptible, uadefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for ns. 

In all our difficultiee end dangers, may we rejoice 
that He who was dead, is alive again, to plead for us, to 
defefid us, wtd to supply ,* and has the keyB of hell and 
ofideath. 

in all the lAielions of Bfe, in the decay of nature, 
and when looking into tiie horrors a£ the grave ; may 
we with humble and holy confidence be oUe to say, I 
know that my Redeemer Imth, and shall stand at the 
latter day up^n the earth ; mid though, after my skin, 
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God. 

Are w>e called to mourn over the loss cf our dear and 
pious connexions ? Let us not s<»tow as those who have 
no hope ; but comfort one auother with these words-— 
That Jesus died «nd rose again, and them that sleep in 
Jesus vrill God bring wttii Him. 

We glory in the victory which our k^en Saviour has 
obtained, not only over death and the grave, but the 
powers of darkness : we rejoice that He has set judg- 
ment in the earth, and that the isles are waiting for his 
law : that his word is translating into every language, 
and his servants entering every climie. We hail what 
He has done as a pledge of his universal triumph. And 
though we yet see not, all things actually put under Him, 
we see Him, for the suffering of death, crowned with glo- 
ry and honour ; and in possession of all the resources, 
necessary to accomplish the benevolent designs of his 
heart : and He must reign till all his enemies are made 
his footstool. 

Through Him, as the once suffering but now exalted 
Saviour, we address Thee, as Our Father, &<r. Amen^ 
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EASTEB SUNDAY. 

EVENING. 

O THOU ever blewied God, we rejoice to think. 
Thou hast determined to get thyself honour, in this apos- 
tate part of thy empire ; not by the merited infliction of 
thy justice, but the displays of thy goodness. For Xhou 
hast said, Mercy shall be built up for ever, a monument 
higher than the heavens, more durable than eternity, 
and inscribed to the praise of the glory of thy grace, 
wherein Thou hast made us accepted in the beloved. 
• We bless Thee, for the appointment and revelation, 
of the one only Mediator between Thee and us; by 
whose death sinners are reconciled, and hy whose life 
they are saved. Thou hast laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all. Surely He hath borne our grief, and carried our 
sorrow ; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, 
and by his stripes we are healed. 

Establish in our minds a full persuasion, that He was 
delivered for our offences, and raised again for our justi- 
fication : and may we, above all things, be concerned to 
know not only that He is risen again, but that we are 
quickened together with Christ, and raised up, and made 
to sit with Him in the heavenly places. May we hold 
communion with Him, as a living and reigning Saviour ; 
able to carry on our cause, and save unto the uttermost, 
all that come unto God, by Him. 

Is He not head over all things unto his body the 
church ? Is He not exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour ? 
Has He not assured us, that because He lives, we shall 
live also ? May we view Him as the first fruits of them 
that sleep ; and believe, that as in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ shall all be made alive. May we view his r^s- 
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urreetioD) not only as the pledge, but the model of our* 
own ; knowing that He shall not only change our vile 
body, but fashion it like his own glorious body, according 
to the working, whereby He is able even to subdue all 
things unto Himself. 

Thou hast appointed a day in which Thou wilt judge 
the world in righteousness, by that man whom Thou hast 
ordained : and Thou hast given assurance of it unto all 
men, in that Thou hast raised Him from the dead. O 
save us from the wrath of the Lamb. May we tremble 
at the thought of appearing before Him, if we have neg- 
lected his salvation, despised his precious blood, and re- 
sisted his Holy Spirit. 

Let not the head stone of the comer, be a stone of 
stumbling and a rock of offence ; but as He is chosen of 
God, and precious, may He be precious to us. And while 
He is living for us in heaven, may we be living for Him 
on earth. May we esteem it our highest honour to be 
like Him ; and feel it our greatest pleasure to serve Him. 

And let all the house of Israel know' assuredly, that 
Thou hast made, that same Jesus whom their fathers 
crucified, both Lord and Christ. May the veil be taken 
from their heart ; and may they behold, as in a glass, his 
glory. 

As a nation be merciful unto us^ and bless us. May 
this christian country, be a country of christians : and let 
all who name the name of Christ, depart from iniquity. 

Bless all those who preach Jesus and the resurrec- 
tion. May they preach with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven. May their sound go into all the earth ; 
and their words unto the ends of the world. 

As yet, after all we have read, and heard, and expe- 
rienced, we know but little of the value of the gospel ; 
but we know enough, to induce us to be thankful for our 
religious advantages ; to sympathize with those who are 
20 
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without Christ ; and to pray, that in Him all the famiiieft 
of the earth may be blessed, and all geaeraiions call Hun 
blessed. 

Now the God of Peace, that broi^ht again £pom the 
dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 8hee]»» 
through the blood of the CTerlasting coTenant, make m 
perfect ID every good woric to do his will, working in ns 
that which is well pleasing in his sight, throt^h Jesn^ 
Chnst : to whom be glory lor ever and ev^. Amen. 
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WHITSUNDAY.* 

MORNING. 

O GOD, Thou hast established thy throne in tbm 
heavens, and thy kingdom ruleth OTcr all : and all na- 
tions before Thee are as nothing. Yet, blessed be thy 
name, it is only in comparison with thy infinite greatness, 
that they are nothing — not in reference to thy conde- 
scension, and kindness, and care. Even as individuals 
we have been the charge of thy providence ; goodness 
and merfey, have always attended us; and having obtain- 
ed help of Thee, we continue to this day. Thou hast 
been mindful of our souls as well as our bodies : yea, 
Thou wast pleased to form a purpose of grace in our 
favour ; arid devise means the most glorious, to deliver 
us from the degradation, and misery, and perdition of 
sin: and to make us partakers of the hope of eternal life. 

We bless Thee for the dispensation of religion, un- 
der which it is our exalted privilege to live. How sa- 



* A festival obsenred in remembrance of the descent of the 
Holj Ghost upon the apostles. — Acts ii. 3. 
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perior aire oar advantages, to those enjoyed by many of 
thy people, in earlier ages. The law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesns Christ. Proph* 
etB and righteous men desired to see the things which 
we see, and did not see them ; and to hear the things 
which we hear, and did not hear them : but blessed are 
ottr eyes for they see, and our ears for they hear. In- 
stead of a portion of revelation, we have the sacred 
scriptures complete. Instead of the blackness, and dark- 
ness, and tempest, of Sinai, we iiave the milder glories, 
and the small still voice of Zion. We have not receivedt 
the spirit of bondage again to fear; but the spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

We praise Thee for the establishment of the glorious 
gospel, which at the first began to be spoken by the 
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard 
Him; God also bearing them witness, with signs, and 
wonders, and with divers miracles and gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, according to his own will. We rejoice, thai 
though his supernatural agency has ceased, with its ne- 
cessity, the ministry of the Spirit continues, end that hia 
saving influences are confined to no period of the church. 
All that have been enlightened and renewed since the 
fall, have been the subjects of his operation : and with 
Thee is the residue of the Spirit. 

We rejoice, that as there is no blessing we so much 
need, so there is no blessing we are so much encourag- 
ed to implore : for thy truth has said, If ye being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your Father which is in heaven, give 
his Holy Spirit to them that ask him. 

O Thou God of all grace, fulfil the word unto thy 
servants, upon which Thou hast caused us to hope. Im- 
part unto us thy Holy Spirit, to open the eyes of our un^ 
derstanding, to saacti^ our affections, to comfort our 
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hearts, to f^lorify Christ, by taking of the things of 
Christ, and showing them to ns. 

May we nerer commit the sin against the Holy 
Ghost. Never quench the Spirit. Never resist the 
Holy Ghost. Never grieve the Holy Spirit Bat may 
we pray in the Holy Ghost; and wor^ip God in the 
Spirit ; and be led by the Spirit ; and be filled with the 
Spirit. 

May we always view thy commands, in connexion 
with thy promises : and onr duties and trials, in connex- 
ion with our resources. Great is our work ; great is our 
warfare ; and far greater than we have ever yet felt it 
to be, is our weakness. But our sufficiency is of God ; 
and Thou hast said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee — ^not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
'Haith the Lord. 

Let the goings of our God and our King, be s^en ia 
the sanctuary : and when thy truth is dispensed, let it 
<rome to those who hear it, not in word only, but in pow- 
er and in the Holy Ghost, and with much assurance. 

And bless, not only the gates of Zion, but all the 
dwelling places of Jacob. May every family contain a 
church in the house. Pour thy blessing upon our seed, 
and thy Spirit upon our offspring : and may the rising 
race grow up, the ornaments, examples, and benefactors, 
af their day and generation. 

To Thee we coipmend all who have the rule over 
us : wc implore thy favourable regards to the privileged 
country in which we live. Humble us before Thee for 
our sins, especially our neglect and abuse of our religious 
advantages. Withdraw not from us the blessings we 
have forfeited ; and inflict not upon us the judgments we 
have deserved. But spare us accordiog to the greatness 
of thy mercy. 

And from our land of vision, may the light break 
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forth upon all those who are ia darkness, and the region 
of the shadow of death. 

Bless all missionary exertions. Let the various soci- 
eties employed in this work of faith, and labour of love, 
view each other with pleasure, and rejoice in each oth- 
er^s success ; and if not in immediate and personal co-op- 
eration, yet in accordance, and tendency, and design, 
.may they stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, striving 
together for the faith of the gospel. Let those who re- 
main at home, hold forth the word of life in their own 
circles, and be concerned to evangelize the districts in 
which they reside. But O, let there not be a deficiency 
of those, who offer themselves to the help of the Lord, 
among the heathen, and say. Lord, send me. Let it b^ 
said, as it was in the beginning of the gospel—The Lord 
gave the word, great was the company of them that pub- 
lished it. 

And be with those that are already engaged. We 
know that Paul can only plant, and Apollos water ; but 
Thou canst give the increase. 

Pour thy Spirit from on high, and the wilderness 
shall become a fruitful field. Our Fathesf &c. Amen. 



WHITSUNDAY. 

EVENING. 

O, THOU Author of peace, and lover of concord, in 
knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life ; and whose 
service is perfect freedom : cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts, by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit ; and give 
us grace, whereby we may serve Thee acceptably, with 
reverence, and with godly fear. 
20* 
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We mthre Thee as the Creator of all thingft, visible 
and inTisible. Thou art the Maker of our earth ; aad 
Thoa art the Maker of mao upon it : and Thou madest 
nan oprig^ht, in the ponesaioii of thy image, and the ea* 
jojrment of thj presence. But nan being in honour 
abodte not. Onr lirst lather sinned ; and we have borne 
hia iniquitj. We have gone astray from the womb; 
and, in numberless instances, have evinced ourselves to 
be the degenerate olfoprtng, of a fallen original — and 
there is no health in us. As tranflgressors of thy law, 
we are under the curse ; and did, onr deliverance depend 
upon ourselves, we must He down in endless despair. 
We admit, in all its extent, the testimony of thy word 
against us; h«t admire, with i^iinde, the develope- 
ment of a plan of mercy and grace, dirrinely a|^ropriate 
to all onr wants and waes, and muting ih^ highest di»» 
play of thy glory, with the salvation of sinners. 

Adored he the bencvirience tint led the Son of thy 
love, before the foundation of the world, to aay^ Lo \ I 
come to do thy will, O God ; thy law Is within my heart. 
Blessed be the day when the angels saw Him who was 
rich, for our sakes becoming poor, that we, through hia 
poverty, might be rich. Blessed be the hour, when the 
Prince of Life bore onr sins in his own body on the tree ; 
and having obtained eternal redemption for us, ascended 
lip on high, leading captivity captive, and receiving gifts 
tor men, even the rebellious also, that the Lord God 
rnight dwell among them. We rejoice, that Christianity 
was originally preached, with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven : and in the demonstration of the Spirit, was 
so firmly established, that the gates of hell can never 
prevail against it. We praise Thee, that the sun of 
righteousness, in the knowledge of the gos^l, has arisen 
with healing under his wings, upon this distingnnhed 
land ; and said, Ari^e, shine, for thy light m come, and 
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tte glory of the Lor4 is liseB upon thee. And, O, what 
reason have we to be thankful) if this gospel has come 
to us, not in word only, but in power, and in the Holj 
Ghost, and in much assurance. 

For we bless Thee, that though miracles hare ceas- 
ed, yet thy Spirit is insured to thy people to the end of 
the world, as the source of light aad life, and peace and 
joy ; giviAg testimony to the word of thy grace ; and 
working in the aoulsof men, to will and to do of thy good 
pleasure. 

O, Thou Author of all good, sare us, we beseech 
Thee, by the washing of regeneration, and the renewing 
of the Holy Ghost May we be found in the number of 
those, who are born of the Spirit ; and give evidence of 
it, by our walking after the Spirit, and our minding the 
things of the Spirit Instead of judging ourselves by 
dreams, fancies, and impressions, may we prove what is ' 
acceptable unto the Lord ; and remember, that the fruit 
of the Spirit, is in aU goodness, and righteottsness, and 
truth. 

We desire, O God, to acknowledge our entire depen- 
dence iqpon Thee. Whatever time we have been en- 
gaged in thy service, we are still in the body, and feel 
our need of the continuance of those counsels, supports, 
and coD8|plation8, which have ever been afforded us. 
Cast us not away from thy presence, and take not thy 
Holy %urit from us. 

In all the dangers to which we are exposed, uphold 
us by thy free Spirit : and may we not think it enough 
to be preserved from falling ; but may we go forward, 
and be always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
Strengthen us with might by tiiy Spirit, in the inner man, 
for every purpose of the christian life ; and may we be 
satisfied with no attainment, till we are filled with all the 
ililness of God. 
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Awaken the careless ; cooTioce of their error and 
gailt, all those who deny, or rilify, the work of thy 
grace : and plant in their consciences the conviction, 
that if any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his. 

Pour the spirit of grace and of supplication upon all 
oilr congregations. Bless the ministry of the gospel, and 
make it the ministration of the Spirit, and the power of 
God to saWation to every one that believeth. 

But how can they believe in Him of whom they have 
not heard ! And how can they hear without a preacher T 
How many are there, who, by the wretchedness of their 
condition, if not by their actual desire, are saying, Come 
over and help us. 

Hast Thou not commanded us to pray, that thy king- 
dom may come ? Hast not Thou promised that the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the seas ? 

May we encourage our expectation, by reviewing 
what Thou hast already accomplished ; . and remember^ 
ing, that Thou art a God of truth, and — the Almighty. 
May we, therefore, realize in our minds, .the delightful 
period, when the heathen shall cast their idols to the 
moles and to the bats ; when Mahometanism and anti- . 
Christ shall perish : when the Jews shall look ^pou Him, 
whom they have pierced, and mourn : . and among prot- 
estants, every plant which our heavenly Father hath 
not planted, shall be rooted up. 

But why are thy chariot wheels so long in coming? 
Why does the whole creation groan and travel in pain 
together until now ? How many would say, Lord, now 
lettest Thou thy servant depart in peace, accordic^ to 
thy word— could their eyes see thy salvation, which 
Thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a 
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light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thj people 
Israel. 

While using the means, may we trust in thy wisdom, 
as well as thy faithfulness ; and hear the roice saying, I 
the Lord will hasten it — in his time. 

And to God, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost, be ascribed the kingdom, power, and glory, botii 
now and for ever. Amen. 



THE EVENING AFTER A FUNERAL. 

O THOU Father of mercies, and God of all comfort 
Thou hast often invited us to thyself, by a profusion of 
kindnesses ; and it manifests our depravity, that we think 
of Thee so little in the hour of ease and prosperity. But 
we are now before Thee, in affliction and distress. Yet 
we rejoice to know, that Thou art a very present, and an 
all-sufficient help in trouble. 

Thou takest away, and who can hinder Thee, or say 
unto Thee, What doest Thou ? Thou hast a right to do 
what Thou wilt with thine own. Thou art a sovereign, 
and the reasons of thy conduct are often far above, out of 
our sight : but thy work is perfect, thy ways are judg- 
ment. All thy dispensations are wise, and righteous, and 
kind — ^kind, even when they seem to be severe. 

May we hear thy voice in thy rod, as well as in thy 
word: and gathering from the corrections with which 
we are exercised, the peaceable fruit of righteousness, 
be able to acknowledge, with all our suffering brethren 
before us. It is good for me that I have been afflicted. 

It is not the scripture only, that reminds us of our 
living in a dying world, but all observation, and experi- 
ence. Man is continually going to his long home, and 
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the noanieTS daily go about the streali. And W€ are aU 
accompHshiiig, as an hireling, onr day, and in a little 
tiBM, oar neighbours, friends^ and lelatioas, will seek 
as— and we shall not be. Oar days are sw^ler than a 
weaver^s shuttle, and are spent without h<^. Thou 
hast made our days as an hand's breadth, and our age is 
as nothing before Thee : Terily erexy man at his best 
state is alt^ether vanity. For our days are not only 
few, but full of evil. Anxieties perplex us; dangers 
alarm us ; infirmities oppress us ; disappointments afflict 
us ; losses impoverish us — we are consumed by thy an-f* 
getj and by thy wrath are we troubled—- O shut not thy 
merciful ear to our prayers ; but spare us, O Lord, most 
holy : O Lord, most m^hty : O holy and most merciful 
Saviour : Thou most worthy Judge eternal, suffer us not, 
s^ our last hour, for any bitter pains of death, to faU fi'om 
Thee. 

We acknowledge, O God, with shune and sorrow, 
that the state of degradation and mortality, in which we 
groan, was not our original condition. Thou madest man 
upright ; but he sought out many inventions. Our first 
father sioned, and we have borne his iniquity. By one 
man, sin entered into the world, and death by sin ; and 
so death hath passed upon ail men, because «dl have 
sinned. 

And we bless Thee, that this is not our final state. 
By the discoveries of faith, we see new heavens, and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. We see the 
spirits of just men made perfect. We see our vile bodies 
chaoged, and fashioned like the Saviour's own glorious 
body ; and man, the sinner, raised above the angels, who 
never sinned. 

We bless Thee for this purpose of grace, formed be- 
fore the world began, and accomplished, in the fulness of 
time, by the Son of thy love^ who hatl^ abolished deatl^ 
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and broiq^ht life and immortality to light by the goi^l : 
and who, among the rayagea of the grare, says, I am the 
resnireotion, and the life; he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live; and he that 
believeth in me shall never die. 

May it be our immediate and supreme concern to win 
Christ, and be found in Him ; knowing that there is no 
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus ; and that 
l>lessed are the dead that die in the Lord. 

So teach us to nmnber our days, that we may apply 
^ur hearts unto wisdom — ^that wisdom which will lead 
us to prefer the soul to the body, and eternity to time : 
that wisdom which will lead us to secure an interest in a 
better world, before we arc removed from this. 

O let not the trifles of time induce us to neglect the 
ene thing needful. While each of us is compelled to say, 
I know Thou unit bring me to death, and to the hoqse 
appointed for all living, may we be enabled also to say, I 
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded ^at He 
is able to keep that which I have committed to Him, 
against that day. 

And, Of let not the solemnities we have this day wit- 
nessed, be ever forgotten: for often our most seriout 
impressions have worn off, and our goodness has been as 
the morning cloud and early dew, that soon passeth away. 

Thou hast permitted death to invade our circle, and 
hast turned our dwelling into a house of mourning. May 
we find that it is better to be in the house of mourning, 
than in the house of mirth. By the sadness of the coun- 
tenance, may the heart be made better, more serious to 
reflect, and more softened to take impression. 

With the feelings of the creature, may we blend the 
views and the hopes of the christian. May we remem- 
ber, that Thou hast bereaved us, not as an agg^ssor,. 
but as a proprietor ; resuming what was lent us for a 
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seaBon, but never ceased to be thine own. May we, 
therefore, be domb, und open not oar mouth, because 
Thou hast done it ; or if we speak, may it be to acknowl- 
edge and pray^-I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are 
right, and that Thoain faithfulness hast afflicted me ; let 
thy loying kindness be for my comfort, according to thy 
word unto thy servant. 

We bless Thee for thy goodness to the deceased, and 
that we are not called to sorrow, as those who have no 
hope. We ascribe whatever excellency was found in 
them to thy grace ; and desire to be followers of themy 
as far as they also were of Christ. 

Forgive us in whatever instances we failed in our 
duty towards them. Let the prayers they offered for us 
while on earth be answered ; may we hold communion 
with them in our living Redeemer ; and look forward to 
a period of renewed and improved intercourse, in which 
we shall be for ever with each other, and for ever with 
the Lord. 

Now unto Him that is able to keep us from falling^, 
and to present us faultless before the presence of his 
glory, with exceeding joy. To the only wise God our 
^aviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both 
DOW and ever. Amen. 



•PAST DAY— MORNINCf. 241 



FAST DAY.* 

MORNING. 

HOLT, holj, holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole 
earth is full of thy glory. O for such an impression of 
thy holiness as Isaiah had ; when penetrated with a sense 
«f his own sin, and the sin of the nation, he exclaimed. 
Wo is me, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
among a people of unclean lips. Banish all insensibility 
and indifference from our minds, and unite our hearts to 
fear thy name. 

We lament that the world in which we live, formed 
to show forth thy praise, was so early defiled by sin : 
that all flesh corrupted its way before God, and every 
imagination of the dioughts of the heart, was only evil 
continually. We adore thy awful but righteous displeas- 
ure, in bringing the flood upon the world of the ungodly, 
and taking them all away. 

Yet even this tremendous desolation, did not hinder 
the renewed human race from rebelling against Thee : 
and a long succession of private and public calamities, 
proclaims the desperate depravity of our nature, and the 
evil of sin. Our world is the empire of death, a vale of 
tears ; and tempests, and earthquakes, and war, and pes* 
tilence, and famine, scatter the tokens of thy wrath, for 
Thou distributest sorrows in thine anger. 

Thy judgments are now abroad in the earth — ^may 
the inhabitants thereof learn righteousness. They have 
reached and invaded us — may we lay them to heart, and 



• The two following prayers are particularly adapted to a fast 
appointed on account of some great calamity, bat with slight alter- 
ations may be used on ordinary fast days. 
21 
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be suitably impressed, with the afflicted circumstances of 
the country to which we belong. 

We have been equally distinguished by privileges 
lind guilt ; and it is imjpossible for us to review the one, 
without being reminded of the other. An innumerable 
multitude of natural, providential, and religious benefits, 
has distinguished our portion. The lines have fallen to 
us in pleasant places, yea, we have a goodly heritage. 
At an early period the gospel visited our shores, and has 
continued in the midst of us to this hour. We have liv- 
ed under the administration of laws, just, mild, and benef- 
icent We have enjoyed civil and religious freedom. 
The scriptures have not been withh olden from us, nor 
have our teachers been removed into a comer — ^but our 
eyes have seen our teacher ; and sitting under our own 
vine and fig-tree, none has dared to make us afraid. Jo 
our dangers. Thou hast appointed salvation for walls and 
bulwarks : the earth has yielded to us her iacrease \ and 
Ood, even our own God, has blessed us. 

It is impossible for us to express, or conceive, the 
jobligations we are under to love and serve Thee. 

But we know — and O help us to feel, how unworthi- 
ly and ungratefully we have behaved ourselves, towards 
our adorable Benefactor. We are a sinful nation, a seed 
of evil doers ; children that are corrupters. The whole 
head is sick, and the whole heart is faint : from the 
crown of the head, even to the sole of the foot, there is 
no soundness, but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying 
sores. O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto Thee, but 
to us, shame and confusion of face, as at this day, to our 
princes and our rulers. 

But Thou art the Almight|p Thou hast all hearts in 
thy hand, and all events at thy disposal. 

And we have heard, that to the Lord our God belong 
mercies and foi^venesses, though we have rebelled 
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against Him. We are proofs ourselves, that thy com- 
passions fai! not — hence though corrected, we are not 
consumed : and though guilty, we are yet allowed and 
invited to enter thy presence. 

With deep humiliation, not unmingled with hope, 
may we approach the throne of thy grace, at this time 
of need. O he merciful unto us, and bless us, and cause 
thy face to shine upon us, that we may be saved. For 
the sake of thy dear Son, who died the just for the un- 
just, by whose name we are called — ^behold a co«mtry 
prostrate at thy footstool ; and hear the voice, which 
will issue to day, from so many temples and closets, say- 
ing. Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine her- 
itage to reproach. 

Remove, if it please Thee, the blow of thy heavy 
hand, in the calamity which we are deploring ; and aAer 
giving us such a deliverance as this, may we no more 
break thy commandments. Or if Thou hast determined 
to continue the correction, O correct us, but with judg- 
ment, not in thine anger, lest Thou bring us to nothing. 

Aid thy people in the private and public devotions of 
the day. Pour out a spirit of grace and of supplication, 
that we may sorrow after a godly sort. May thy minis- 
ters be faithful and fearless : may they cry aloud, and 
spare not ; but lift up their voice like a trumpet, and 
show thy people their transgression, ^nd the house of 
Jacob their sin. 

And let the word that is tp be spoken, be quick and 
powerful, sharper than apy two edged sword, piercing,, 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and be a discemer of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart 

Our Father, tn^. Amen, 
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FAST DAY. 

EVENING. 

O GOD, Thou hast established thy throne in the 
heayens, and thy kingdom roleth over all. We prostrate 
ourselves before Thee, deeply impressed with a sense 
•f the yastness of thy agency and dominion. Thou chang- 
est the times and the seasons: Thou removest kings, 
and settest up kings. Empires rise and fall, and fade and 
flourish, at thy bidding: and all nations are in thy hand, 
but as clay in the hand of the potter. 

But none of thy dispensations are arbitrary. What- 
^ ever Thou doest, is done, because O Father, it seemeth 
good in thy sight : and thy judgment is always according^ 
to truth. Thou art holy in all thy ways, and righteous 
in all thy works — and Thou art good: even in wrath 
Thou rememberest mercy : and dost not afflict willingly, 
nor griere the children of men. 

Therefore it is, that we have been this day humbling 
ourselves in thy presence. 

For we acknowle<^e that we have been deeply guil* 
ty. Thou hast nourished and brought up children, but 
we have rebelled against Thee. The ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass his master's crib ; but we have not 
known, we have not considered. Thou hast given us 
our corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied our silver and 
gold ; and we have prepared them for Baal. Because 
of swearing the land has mourned. Pride has compassed 
us about as a chain. Discontent has rebelled against thy 
appointments. How has the love of money, which is 
the root of all evil, abounded among us. How have thy 
sabbaths b^n profaned, and thy ordinances disregarded^ 
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How has the gospel been undervalued, neglected, des* 
pised. 

And all our transgressions hare been more ag^^yat- 
ed than those of any other people, because Thou hast 
favoured us unspeakably more, than all the families of 
the earth. 

Therefore, Thou couldst easily and justly have des- 
troyed us : but Thou hast not stirred up all thy wrath. 
In all that has come upon us, for our evil deeds, Thou 
hast punished us less than our iniquities deserve. Yet 
Thou hast testified thy displeasure, and visited us with 
thy. judgments : so that when we looked for light and 
peace, we have seen darkness and trouble. 

O let us not be inattentive to the design of thy deal- 
ings, or insensible under thy rebukes. O let it not be 
said of us, as it was of the Jews, The harp, and the 
viol, and the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their 
feasts, but they regard not the work of the Lord, neither 
consider the operation of bis hand. Thou hast stricken 
them, but they have not grieved ; Thou hast consumed 
them, but they have refused to receive correction : they 
have made their faces harder than the rock ; they have 
refused to return. 

In the way of thy judgments, O Lord, may we wait 
for Thee. Thou hast said. Is any afflicted? let him 
pray. Call upon me in the day of trouble, and i will 
deliver Thee, and Thou shalt glorify me. Fulfil the 
word unto thy servants, upon which Thou hast caused us 
to hope. And O, let not the calamity be removed only, 
but above all sanctified: let it appear that we have 
heard the rod, and Him that appointeth it : and be able 
to say. It is good for us that we have been afflicted. 

For which purpose, bless, we beseech Thee, the 
word of thy grace, which has been spoken : and grant 
that the professed humiliation of the day, may be real— 
21* 
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for Thou lookeat to the heart And let it also be miiTer- 
Bal : may it extend from the highest to the lowest : maj 
it perrade the cooit and the country : may it enter every 
church, and every family— let none of us lose sight of 
ourselves, in the public calamity. May each individual 
retire and ask, What have I done ? — and what wilt Thou 
have me to do ? And though other lords have had domin- 
ion over us, henceforth, by Thee only, may we make 
mention of thy name. 

Regard the government under which we live. Bless 
the President of these United States ; the representatives 
of the people ; and the magistracy of the land — may all 
be wise in counsel, exemplai^y in conduct, and faithful to 
their trust. 

And thus may we be reformed, and not destroyed* 
Thus may we be a holy, that we may be a happy peo. 
pie, whose God is the Lord. Return O Lord, how loog t 
and let it repent Thee concerning thy servants. O sat* 
isfy us early with thy mercy ; that we may rejoice and 
be glad ail our days. Make us glad, acc<^ding to the 
days wherein Thou hast afflicted us, and the years where- 
in we have seen eviL Let thy work appear unto thy 
servants, and thy glory unto their children. And let the 
beauty of the Lord our God be upon us ; and establish 
Thou the worJk of thy hands upon us ; yea, the work of 
our hands, establish Thou it. 

And to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
rendered the kingdom, power, and glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



FOR A DAY OF THANKSGIVING. 

MORNING. 

O GOD, Thoo art very great, Thou art clothed with 
honor and majesty : Thou corerest thyself with light m 
' with a garment ; Thou waikest upon the wings of the 
wind. When we reflect on the glory of thy majesty, we 
are filled with wonder at the Tastness of thy conde8ce»- 
sion. For Thou condescendest even to behold things 
that are in heaven. What then is man, that Thou art 
mindful of him, or the son of man, that Thou visitest him. 

We rejoice^ that we. are under the governance of a 
Being, who is not only Almighty, but perfectly righteous, 
and wise, and good : that all things, in our world, are 
appointed and arranged by thy paternal agency; that 
thy providence numbers the very hairs of our head, and 
that a iiparrow falleth not to the ground, without our 
heavenly Father. 

Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. We bless Thee 
for personal mercies. If we are called, it is by thy word. 
If we are renewed, it is by thy Spirit. If we are justi# 
ed, it is freely by thy grace, through the redemption that 
is in Chridt Jesus. It is in Thee we live, and move, and 
liave our being. Thy goodness has been always near us, 
to hear our complaints, to sooth our sorrow, and to com- 
mand deliverance for us. And numberless are the in- 
stances of loving kindness, that, now, from ignorance, or 
inattention, elude our notice ; the discovery of which 
will awaken our songs, when we mingle with those who 
dwell in thy house above, and are still praising Thee. 

We thank Thee for relative benefits ; for blessingi 
on our families,* blessings on our churches, and blessings 
on our country. We confess that we are not worthy of 
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the least of all thy mercies, an^ of all the truth which 
Thou hast showed uiitQ thy servants. Sins of every 
kind, and of every degpree, have reigned among us ; have 
spread through all ranks and orders ; and continued not- 
withstanding all wamif^ and corrections : and if Thou 
hadst dealt with us, after our sins, or rewarded us accord- 
ing to our iniquities, we should, long ago, have had ne 
name, or place, among the nations of the globe. 

- But to the Lord our God belong mercies and foi^ve- 
messes, though we have rebelled against Him. All thy 
dispensations towards us hare said, with a tenderness that 
ought to penetrate our beasts — ^How shall I give thee 
up ! Our privileges, never properly improved, and for- 
feited times without number, have been continued. We 
still behold ou^ sabbaths, and our ears still hear the joy- 
ful sound. Our constitution, liberties, and laws, have 
not been subverted, or impaired. Thou hast given us 
rains and fruitful seasons : Thou hast filled us with the 
finest of the wheat : our gamers have been affoi^ding all 
manner of store : our oxen have been strong to labour » 
our sheep have brought forth thousands and ten thou- 
sands in our streets. Thou hast spread thy wing, and 
loitered us from the pestilence that walketh in dark- 
ness, and the destruction that rageth at noon-day. Civil ^ 
^ discord has not raged in our land ; our shores have not 
been invaded ; we have not heard the confused noise of 
warriors, nor seen garments rolled in blood — it has not 
come nigh us. Our enemies have often threatened to 
swallow us up, but the Lord has been on our side, and 
they have not prevailed against us. We are this day 

called upon to acknowledge thy goodness in ( )* 

God is tb^ Lord who hath showed us light ; bind the 
sacrifice with cords, even to the horns of the altar. May 



* Here let the particular causes for thankfulness be expftssed. 
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we never convert our blessings into instruments of proT« 
ocation, by making tfaem the means of nourishing pride 
and presumption, wantonness and intemperance : and com- 
pel Thee to complain — ^Do ye thus requite the Lord, O 
foolish people, and unwise ? Is not He thy Father, that 
hath bought thee ? Hath He not made thee, and estab- 
lished thee ? 

For this purpose meet with us in thy house ; and*may 
the goings of our God and Our King be seen in the sanc- 
tuary, ' Be with the preacher, and with the h<>arers ; and 
let the words of his mouth, and Ithe meditation of their 
hearts be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our strength, 
and our Redeemer. May public instruction awaken the 
ardour of our feelings ; and may our gratitude not only 
be lively, but practical and permanent. And by all thy 
mercies, may we present our bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable unto Theei which is our reasonable 
service. 

Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in strength, 
that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of 
his word. Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts ; ye mini»- 
ters of his, that do his pleasure. Bless the Lord, all his 
works, in all places of his dominion : bless the Lord, O 
my souL Amen. 



FOR A DAY OF THANKSGIVINa 

. . EVENING. 

O GOD, Thou art good, and Thou doest good. Thou 
art good to all, and thy tender mercies are over all thy 
works. 

We have thought of thy loving kindness this day, in 
the midst of thy temple ; and are again surroundbg this 
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dooMstic altar, to exclaim, O that men would praise the 
Lord, for his goodness,. and for his wonderful works to 
the children of men. 

We lament to think, that a world so filled with tbj 
bounty, should be so alienated from thy service and glory. 
We mourn over the vileoess of our ingratitude, and alv 
hor ourselres, repenting in dust and ashes. 

P Thou God of all grace, make us more thankful. 
In order that we may be more thankful, may we be mor^ 
humble ; impress us with a deep sense of our unworthi* 
ness, arising from the depravity of our nature, and count- 
less instances of unimproved advantages, omitted duties, 
and violated commands. May we compare our condition 
with our desert, and with the far less indulged circum- 
stances of others. May we never be inattentive to any 
pf thy interpositions on our behalf: but be wise, and ob- 
ierve these things, that we may understand the loving 
kindness of the Lord. 

How many blessings, temporal and spiritual, public 
and private, hast Thou conferred upon us. Thy mercies 
have been new every morning, and every moment. 

Our afflictions have been few and alleviated, often 
short in their continuance, and always founded in a re- 
gard to our profit. Thy secret has been upon our tab- 
ernacle ; and we have known Thee in thy palaces for a 
refuge. The lines have indeed fallen to us in pleasant 
places, yea, we have a goodly heritage. Thou hast not 
deajt so with any people. It is a good land, which the 
Lord our God has given us — a land distinguished by 
knowledge ; dignified as the abode of civil and religious 
freedom ; endeared by the patriot's zeal, and the ashes 
of our forefathers ; a land the Lord careth for, and upon 
which his eye has been from the beginning even to the 
end of the year. 
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Thou hast heen a wall of fire round about ili, by thy 
providential protection, and the glory in the midst of U8^ 
by the gospel of our salvation^ the ordinances of religion, 
and the presence of thy Holy Spirit. 

What shall we render unto the Lord, for all his ben- 
efits towards us? Because Thou hast been our help, 
therefore under the shadow of thy wing may we rejoice. 
Because Thou hast heard our voice and our supplication, 
therefore may we call upon Thee as long as we live ; 
and in every future difficulty and distress, make Thee 
our refuge and our portion. 

Enable us to bless Thee at all times ; may thy praise 
continually be in our mouth ; and may we show forth thy 
praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives. 

Being delivered from the peril and calamity (of—) 
with which we have been exercised, may we serve Thee 
without fear, in holiness and righteousness all the days 
of our lives. 

We dare not trust our own hearts. We have often 
resembled thy people of old, who, in the hour of deliv- 
erance and .indulgence, sang thy praise, and said — All 
that the Lord commandeth us, will we do : but soon for- 
got his works and the wonders which he had showed 
them. Keep these things for ever in the imagination of 
our hearts : and not only draw us, but bind us to thyself^ 
with the cords of love, and the bonds of a man. 

And with all our calls to gratitude and joy, may we 
remember, that we have also reason for sorrow and hu- 
miliation. O give us that repentance which is unto life. 
Reform, as well as indulge us ; and pardon, as well as 
spare. Let not our prosperity destroy us, or our table 
become a snare. Let us not, by. our perverse returns, 
provoke Thee to visit us with heavier inflictions ; and 
turn the rod into a scorpion. May our ways please the 
liord, that we may hope for a continuance of thy favour^ 



tSSt THANKSGIVING DAY^fiVCNINO. 

and know that all thii^ shall work together for our 
good. 

Do good in thy good pleasure mito Zion. Build Thou 
the walls of Jemsalem. And as the churches have rest, 
may they walk in the fear of the Lord, and in the com- 
Ibrts of the Holy Ghost: and be multiplied. 

Preside oyer our national counsels; impart wisdom 
to those who conduct our public affairs : and may ail the 
Tarious classes in the community, pursue that righteous- 
ness which exalteth a nation, and forsake that sin which ^ 
is a reproach to any people. * 

Regard the services in which we have been engaged 
with the thousands, of our Israel : accept of the poor and 
imperfect thanksgivings we have offered; and let thy 
word, which has been dispensed, in aid of the devotion of 
the day, accomplish all the good pleasure of thy good- 
ness — through Jesus the Lord, our righteousness and 
strength ; and in whose words we address Thee ; 

Our Father, &c. Amen. 



I 

FOR 

— — -«^^ 

IN VIEW OF JOURNEYING. 

O GOD, Thou hast called thyself the Preserver of 
men, and the Length of our days. We are therefore en- 
couraged to commit ourseWes to thy guardian care, in 
the journey before us. 

Many have parted with their friends, with the hope 
of soon embracing each other again, but instead of re- 
turning ta their own dwelling, have been conveyed to 
the house appointed for all living. We pray, with sub- 
mission to thy pleasure, that this may not be our experi- 
ence. Give thine angels charge concerning us, to keep 
us in all our ways. Let no evil befall our persons, and 
no plague come nigh our dwelling. May we know also 
that our tabernacle is in peace, and visit our habitation, 
and not sin. 

Yet, uncertain what a day may bring forth, may we 
be prepared for every event of thy providence ; and 
wherever, in dying, we gofrom^ may it be our happiness 
to know where we are going to — and rejoice in the pros- 
pect, that when all our wanderings and partings are end- 
ed, we shall unite in our heavenly .Father's house, and 
-be for ever with the Lord. 
22 
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FOR A NEW MARRIED PARTY. 

BLESS those who have just entered a state honoura- 
ble in all. May they remember the vows they have 
left at the altar ; and in the discharge of their personal 
and relative duty, may they make thy word their rule, 
that mercy and peace may be upon them. May the hus- 
band love his wife even as himself; and the wife see 
that she reverence the husband ; and both walk togeth- 
er, as heirs of the grace of life, that their prayers be 
not hindered. 

Preserve them from the evils which destroy, or di- 
minish, the welfare and comfort of the condition in which 
Thou hast placed them ; and may they enjoy all the hap- 
piness, derivable from prudence, temper, accommoda- 
tion, real godliness, and the divine blessing. 

May they expect to discern infirmities in one anoth- 
er ; but may they be most deeply conscious of their own. 
And let them not look for unattainable, by looking for 
unmingled bliss on earth : but remember, that this is not 
•ur rest ; and be prepared for difHeulties, trials, changes, 
and final separation. 



-oop-oo©- 



FOR A WOMAN APPROACHING THE 
TIME OF TRAVAIL. 

— REGARD thine handmaid who is looking forward to 
an important hour. Be not Thou far from her when 
trouble is near. May her mind be kept in perfect peace, 
being stayed upon the God of her salvation. Bring to 
the iirth, and give strength to bring forth. Soften the 
pains of labour, as well as command deliverance ; and ia 
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due time, may she remember no more her ang^uish, for 
joy that a child is born into the world. And may the 
root and the branch, abide under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty. 



FOR ONE UNDER SICKNESS. 

—THINK, O God, for good upon the afflicted ; espe- 
cially him {or her) whom we now commend to thy com- 
passionate regard. Comfort him upon the bed of lan- 
guishing, and make all his bed in his sickness. 

If the sickness be unto death, prepare him for the 
solemn event, and be with him in it. But we are allow- 
ed to implore deliverance, with submission ; nothing is 
too hard for the Lord; Thon canst heal, as well as 
wound — we therefore pray, if it be thy good pleasure, 
that Thou wilt put efficacy into the means ; rebuke the 
disorder; renew the strength ; and prolong the days of 
thy servant. 

Above all, let the dispensation be sanctified to the 
sufferer, and his connexions ; and may all have reason to 
acknowledge, in the review^ It is good for me, that I 
have been afflicted. * 



FOR A YOUTH GOING FROM HOME. 

(If with a View to Bu8ine8$.J 

— O GOD, Thou appointest the bounds of our habita- 
tions ; and arrangest all our individual concerns ; and it 
is thy pleasure, not only that we should part at death, 
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but often separate in life. When absent from each oth- 
er in body, may we be present in spirit ; and may our 
natural affection be strengthened and sanctified by it- 
<]inry, and correspondence, and divine remembrance at 
the throne of grace. 

Regard the member of our family, who is now leav- 
ing the parental roof, and the parental wing. In all his 
ways may he acknowledge Thee ; and be Thou the 
guide and the guard of his youth. Secure him from the 
paths of the destroyer, and the evils of the world. May 
uprightness preserve him. In the situation he will be 
called to fill, may he be dutiful, and obliging, and dili- 
gent, and faithful : may he always remember, that the 
eye of God is upon him ; and be, not only amiable, but 
pious ; and in favour with God, as well as man, 

{'If with a view to School. J 

— O THOU God of providence and grace, we commend 
to thy care the dear child, about to leave our abode for 
a season, in order to receive needful instruction. Let 
his {or her) life be precious in thy sight. May he re- 
deem his time, and acquire the improvement that will 
fit him for usefulness, in his day and generation. And 
O, let him be made wise unto salvation; and let the 
beauty of the Lord our God be upon him ; that he may 
be a useful and ornamental member in thy church below, 
and hereafter a pillar in thy temple above, never more 
to go out. 
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FOR CHILDREN IN ORDINARY 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 

{All the Petitions need not be used at the same time,) 

— O GOD, Thou art the lovely Father of all mankind^ 
Thoa hast implanted in us the parental instincts ; and 
commanded us to train up our children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord — ^we feel our awful responsi- 
bility, and often exclaim, Who is sufficient for these 
things? But Thou givest wisdom to the ignorant, and 
power to the faint. Aid, O aid us, in discharging the du- 
ties we owe to those, whom Thou hast given us, and 
continued to us. 

We give them up to Thee, who art able to fulfil all 
our petitions. Rescue them from the numberless acci- 
dents aad diseases to which they are exposed. Let their 
tempers be lovely, and meek, and kind. Let their man- 
ners be simple and engaging. May they be respectful 
towards their superiors ; obliging towards their equals ; 
and condescending towards their inferiors. 

Let not envy, and pride, and censoriousness, render 
them disdainful to others, and wretched in themselves. 
May they speak evil of no one — ^but upon their tongue, 
m^ay there dwell the law of kindness. May they hate 
^nd abhor lying — ^with all deceit and hypocrisy. 

May they be always willing to receive instruction ; 
and be diligent in acquiring all the knowledge and im- 
provement, that may render them the blessings and or- 
naments of society. 

Keep them from evil company. If sinners entice 
them, may they never consent ; but early may they take 
hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, I will go 
with you, for I have heard that God is with you. 
22* 
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We seek not great things for them as to this world — 
but O, let them liye in thy sight : let them be numbered 
with thy saints in glory everlasting : let them be blessed 
with all spiritual blessings, in heavenly places in Christ. 

Instead of multiplying riches, and leaving, them in- 
centives to pride, and vanity, and idleness, and sensuali- 
ty ; and augmenting a thousand fold all the difficulties of 
their salvation — ^May we lay up for them treasure in 
heaven ; may we be concerned to leave behind us, a 
large inheritance of prayers and instructions, and exam- 
ples — ^with the blessing of God, that maketh rich, and 
addeth no sorrow with it. 

If their parents should be taken away from them — 
when father and mother forsake them, may the Lord 
take them up. If they should be deprived of their fa- 
ther — be Thou the Father of the fatherless : or should 
they be deprived of their mother — as one whom his 
mother comforteth, so do Thou comfort them. 

Should they be removed from us — ^in early life, may 
the heavenly shepherd gather the lambs with his arm, 
and carry them in his bosom ; and may we be prepared 
to resign them. And, if, as we submissively implore, 
their lives should be prolonged — ^may they grow up, and 
prove our comfort and honour ; serve their generation 
according to thy will j and walk before Thee in the 
tand of the living. 



FOR 

SPRING. 

— THOU art the fountam of life ; in Thee we hVe, 
move, and have our heing — and the prerogative of that 
heing is, that we are able to contemplate thy perfections, 
and rise from thy works — to thyself. 

Thou sendest forth thy Spirit ; and renewest the face 
of the earth : and, from apparent death, all nature starts 
into re-animated vigour and joy. In what myriads of 
productions art Thou displaying afresh, the wonders of 
thy wisdom, power, and goodness — the whole earth is 
full of thy riches. 

While we partake of the general sympathy and de- 
light, may we join with all thy works to praise Thee. 
And O Thou God of all grace, bless us with the renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost, in all the powers of our souls. 
May old things pass away, and all become new in Christ : 
may the beauty of the Lord be upon us : and the joy of 
the Lord be our strength. 

May the young remember, that they are now in the 
spring of life : and that this spring, once gone, returns no 
more. May they, therefore, eagerly seize, and zealous- 
ly improve, the short, but all important season, for the 
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cultiyation of their minds, the formation of their habits, 
the correction of their tempers, their preparation for fu* 
ture usefulness, and their gaining that good part whicK 
«hall not be taken avraj from them. 
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SUMMER. 

— WE hail Thee in the varyii^ aspects of the year, 
and bless Thee for all their appropriate influences and 
advantages. O let us not view them and enjoy them as 
men only, but as christians also : and ever connect with 
them, the better blessings of thy grace. 

How wise, and useful, and necessary, are these inter- 
mingled rains and sunbeams — ^may Jesus as the Sun of 
righteousness arise upon us, with healing under his wings ; 
and may He come down as rain upon the mown grass, 
-and as showers that water the earth. 

When we walk by the cooling brook— *may we think, 
•f that river, the streams whereof make glad the city of 
God. 

When we retire from the scorching warmth of the 
day, into the inviting shade — may we be thankful for a 
rest at noon, a shelter from the heat, the shadow of a 
great rock in a weary land. 

May thy servants behold the moral fields, that are 
already white unto harvest, and be all anxiety to save 
the multitudes, that are perishing for lack of knowledge- 

The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are 
few ; we therefore pray, that Thou wilt send forth la- 
bourers into thy harvest. 

He that gathereth in summer is a wise son ; he that 
sleepeth in harvest, is a son that causeth nhame. Now 
is our accepted time, now is our day of salvation. O let 
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us not waste our precious privileges, and in a dying hour 
exclaim, — The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and 
we are not saved. 



AUTUMN. 

— HOW fleeting, a6 well as varying, are the seasoiis 
of the year. How insensihly have the months of spring 
and summer vanished : and nature has no sooner attained 
its maturities, than we hehold its declension and decay. 
The fields are now shorn of their produce ; the heauties 
of the garden are withered : the woods are changing 
their verdure, and the trees shedding their foliage — we 
also never continue in one stay. Many of our connex- 
ions and comforts fiave already dropped away from us ; 
and the remaining are holden by a slender tenure— while 
we ourselves, do all fade as a leaf, and in a little time, 
our places will know us no more. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, for the announcement of an inheritance that fad- 
eth not away. O for a hope full of immortality — ^for a 
possession of that good part, which shall not be taken 
away from us. 



WINTER. 



O THOU God of nature and providence ,• manifold 
are thy works, in wisdom hast Thou made them all ; and 
all are full of thy goodness. The welfare of thy crea- 
tures, requires the severity of winter, as well as the 
pleasures of spring. We adore thy hand in all. Thou 
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gtvett snow like wool : Thou scatterest the hoar frost 
like ashe». Thou seudest ahroad thiae ice like morsels, 
who can stand before thy cold? 

But we bless Thee, for a house to shelter us ; for 
raiment to coyer us ; for fuel to warm us : and for all 
the accommodations, that render life even at this inclenr- 
ent season, not onlj tolerable, but full of comfort. 

—Not more than others we desenrei 
Tet God has given us more.— 

May we be g^rateful ; and may we be pitiful. May 
we reflect on the condition of those, who are the yictiimi 
of erery kind of priyation and distres9~*-and waste noth* 
ing ; hoard nothing — ^but hasten to be the ministers of 
mercy, and the disciples of Him, who went about doing 
good. 

O let the rich, now^ deseryedly prize their wealth, 
and use it as the instrument of usefulness. May they be 
willing to communicate, ready to distribute ; and enjoy 
the blessing of him that is ready to perish ; and make the 
widow's heart to sing for joy. 
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FOR RAIN AFTER A LONG 
DROUGHT. 

— THOU hast never left thyself without witness, hut 
hast heen continually doing good, eyen to the unthankful 
and unworthy, in giving them rains and fruitful seasons, 
and filling their mouths with joy and gladness. We ac- 
knowledge, that the heavens over us might have heen 
hrass, and the earth under us iron. We have justly de- 
served the calamity ; and thy power, without a miracle^ 
could have inflicted it : hut though Thou hast tried our 
patience, and awakened our fears, Thou hast not forgot- 
ten to he gracioufi. We praise Thee, for sending us the 
seasonable and plentiful rain, by which Thou hast re- 
freshed and revived the drooping fields, so that the eartk 
promises to yield her increase. 



FOR FAIR WEATHEB AFTER MUCH 
RAIN. 

O OOD, Thou art good, and doest good. Thou hast 
again surpassed our deserts, and been better to us than 
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our fears. Thou hast caused the clear shining after 
rain : so that in the meadows, the haj appeareth ; and 
in the fields, Thou art preparing of thy goodness for the 
poor. — Thou preseryest man and beast. May we feel 
our entire dependence upon Thee ; and by prayer and 
praise, give Thee the glory that is due unto thy holy 
name* 



FOR A GOOD HARVEST. 

. — AGAIN Thou hast crowned the year with thy good- 
ness. The grain might have perished in the earth ; or 
have failed of matarit}', for want of the showers and of 
the sunshine — but Thou wast pleased to bless the spring- 
ing thereof: and we saw, first the blade, then the ear^ 
and after that the full com in the ear. We hailed the 
valleys standing thick with corn, and heard the little hills 
rejoicing on every side. In due time the mower filled 
his hands, and the binder of sheaves his .bosom : and the 
appointed weeks of harvest have been afforded us, to 
gather in the precious produce. O that men would 
praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful 
work to the children of men ! For he satisfieth the long- 
ing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness. 

We have again witnessed thy faithfulness and truth 
in the promise — while the earth remaineth, seed time 
and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, 
and day and night, shall not cease — may we learn to 
trust Thee in all thy engagements. ' 

And make us thankful, that as we have no famine of 
bread, so we have no famine of hearing the word of the 
Lord. With regard to the soul, as well as to the body. 
Thou fillest us with the finest of the wheat. 
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FOR PEACE. 

— O THOU that stillest the noise of the seas, the noise 
of their waves, and the tumult of the people; we bless 
Thee, that Thou h^st made peace in our borders, and 
ealled us to adore Thee, as the repairer of the breach, 
the restorer of paths to dwell in. 

We lament the evils of war, both natural and moral : 
and confess with shame, that ever since man became an 
apostate from Thee, he has been an enemy to his broth- 
er, and that from the death of Abel, our earth has been 
a field of blood. O, let thy word be speedily acoomplish- 
ed. Let the nations learn war no more, but beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks ; and only emulate each other in husbandry, and 
commerce, and science, and religion. 

O Thou Prince of Peace, preside in every council. 
May all public teachers recommend peace. In private 
life, may we follow peace with all men ; and cherish the 
principles and the dispositions, which will prepare us for 
that world, where we shall enter into peace, and the 
sound of war will be heard no more. 



FOR A SAFE RETURN FROM A 
JOURNEY. 

— AS the keeper of Israel Thou hast been with us, not 
only in the house, but by the way. We might have 
been injtired by wicked and unreasonable men. We 
might have been left, groaning under the pain of bruised 
or fractured limbs. Our lives might have been spilt, 
like water on the ground, which cannot be gathered up 
23 
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again ; and the first tidings that reached our friends, 
might have plunged them into anguish. 

But all our bones can saj, Who is a God like unto 
Thee ? Thy secret too, in our absence, has been upon 
our tabernacle, and secured it from all evil — O that it 
may be the tabernacle of the righteous ; and be ever 
filled, not only with the voice of rejoicing, but of praise. 

And be with us in all the future journey of life ; 
guide us by thy counsel, uphold us by thy power ; and 
supply all our wants, till we come to our Father's house 
in peace. 



FOR RECOVERY FROM SICKNESS. 

— ALL oar times are in thy hand. All diseases come 
at thy call, and go at thy bidding. Thou redeemest 
our life from destruction, and crownest us with loving 
kindness and tender mercies. We bless Thee, 4hat 
Thou hast heard prayer, and commanded deliverance 
for our friend and thy servant, who has been under 
thine afflicting hand. He (or she) was brought low, but 
Thou hast helped him : Thou hast chastened him sore, 
but not delivered him over unto death. May he not 
only live, but declare the works of the Lord. 

As Thou hast delivered his eyes from tears, his feet 
from falling, and his soul from death ; may he daily in- 
quire, What shall I render unto the Lord for all his ben- 
efits towards me ? and resolve to offer imto Thee, the 
sacrifices of thanksgiving, and to call upon the name of 
the Lord. 

And may we ever remember, that a recovery is only 
a reprieve ; that the sentence which dooms us to the 
dust is only suspended ; and, that at most, when a few 
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jears are come, we shall go the way, whence we shall 
not retam. May we therefore secure the one thing 
needful ; and live with eternity in yiew. 



FOR SAFE DELIVERY IN CHILD 
BIRTH. 

— WE bless Thee on the behalf of thine handmaid, who 
is now saying, I love the Lord, because he hath heard 
my voice, and my supplication. Thou hast been with 
her in the hour of pain and peril, and made her the joy- 
ful mother of a living and well formed infant. Complete 
thy goodness by the renewal of her strength, syid her 
ability to appear again in all the duties of her important 
station. 

Let the impressions produced by recent mercies, be 
rendered as durable as they are lively : may she remem- 
ber, and pay Thee the vows, which her soul made when 
in trouble* 

May the life spared, and the life given, be dear in thy 
sight, and devoted to thy glory : and may every addition 
made to the world of creatures, be found an accession to 
the church of the living God. 



A1P^SSIBI3S:« 



A GENERJL PRAYER. 

O GRACIOUS Lord, whose mercies endure for ever, 
we, thine unworthy servants, desire to render unto Thee 
the tribute of our most humble praise. In Thee we live, 
and move, and have our being. Thou hast created us, 
and Thou hast preserved us. 

We thank Thee for that protection of thine hand bj 
which we and ours have been guarded amidst many dan<- 
gers, and for those gracious deliverances which Thou 
hast wrought out for us. 

We likewise praise Thee for the gift of health, of 
friends, of food, and raiment ; and for the various com- 
forts and conveniences of life which we enjoy. 

O Lord, grant that we may render unto Thee, not 
only the fruit of our lips, but the obedience of our lives ; 
and may these thy temporal mercies, be to us an earnest 
of those richer blessings, which Thou hast prepared for 
them that love Thee* But we adore ' Thee, above all, 
for the gift of Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. Thou, 
who didst create us, hast condescended also to redeem 
us. Thou didst send thy Son to save us from the pun- 
ishment of our sins, by his blood, and from the power of 
them, hy his grace, and thus to bring us to glory. Thou 
hast caused us to be bom in this Christian land, and con- 
secrated to Thee in baptism; and when, through our 
own wilfulness and negligence, we have failed in fulfill 
23* 
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10^ the baptismal tow which was upon as, Thou in thj 
mercy hast not forsakeii us, but hast graciously invited 
us to repentance. O righteous Lord, who hatest iniqui- 
ty, we confess that we have done the things which Thou 
forbiddest, and left undone the things which Thou coni- 
mandest In thought, word, and deed, we haye trans- 
gressed against Thee. 

O pardon our sins for Jesus Christ's sake. Look up* 
on us in thy Son, our blesseraaviour, and for the merit 
of his sufferings, blot out our transgressions, and receive 
us unto thy favour. For his sake also, renew and purify 
our hearts, that we may become new creatures in Christ 
Jesus, utterly forsaking every evil way, and living in a 
constant course of obedience to thy commandments. 
We are not able of ourselves so much as to think a good 
thought ; we, therefore, beseech Thee, by thy Spiiit^ 
to work in us both to will and to do, according to thy good 
pleasure. 

Enlighten our minds, that we may know Thee, and 
let us not be barren nor unfruitful in that knowledge. 
May we be thankful for thy mercies, humble under thy 
corrections, and devoted to thy service. Put into our 
hearts a true faith, a purifying hope, and an unfeigned 
charity ; and let no christian grace be wanting in us. 
Give us meekness, humility, and contentedness of mind. 
Make us diligent in our duty, watchful against all temp- 
tation, and temperate in our most lawful enjoyments. 
Grant unto us grace to perform all parts of justice, yield- 
ing unto every man whatsoever, by any kind of right, 
becomes his due ; and put also into our hearts such mer- 
cy and compassion, that we may be ever ready to do 
acts of charity both to our friends and enemies, accord- 
ing to the commandment and example of our blessed Sa- 
viptir. O Lord, sanctify us throughout, that our whole 
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spirits, and soub, and bodies, maybe preserved blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

O Thou, whose mercy is over all- thy works, we be- 
seech Thee to have pity upon all men. Look with thy 
tenderest compassion upon our country, and our church* 
es. (rive us all grace to repent of those sins which 
have provoked thy judgments. Bless all in authority 
over us. So rule their hearts, and strengthen their hands, 
that they may want neither will nor power to punish 
wickedness and vice, and to maintain thy true religion* 
Have pity on all who are in afiSiction ; be a father to the 
fatherless, and plead the cause of the widow. Comfort 
the feeble minded^ support the weak, heal the sick, re- 
lieve the needy, defend the oppressed, and be gracious • 
to all, according to their several necessities. Let thy 
special blessing rest upon those who are near and dear 
to us, and grant them whatsoever Thou seest necessary, 
either to their bodies or their souls. Reward such as 
have been good to us, and pardon those who h^ve done 
or wished us evil ; and make us all acceptable in thy 
sight through Jesus Christ. 

O Lord pardon the wanderings and coldness of these 
petitions, and deal with us, not according either to our 
prayers or deserts, but according to our needs and thine 
own rich mercies in Jesus Christ, in whose blessed 
name and words we conclude these our imperfect pray- 
ers. Our Father, &c. 



MORNING PRAYER FOR A FAMILY. 

ALMIGHTY and ever living God ! we acknowledge 
ourselves bound, by innumerable obligations, to praise 
and adore, to love and serve Thee. From Thee we 
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have received our being. Thoo art our constant Pre- 
serirer, and bountiful Benefactor : the source of erery 
present enjoyment, and the spring of all our future hopes. 
Thou hast also, in thine infinite condescension, been 
pleased to look down with pity on our fallen race, and 
freely to offer salvation to us through Jesus Christ. We 
adore Thee for the knowledge of thy* will, for the prom- 
ises of thy mercy and g^ace, and for the joyful prospect 
of eternal life so clearly revealed in thy holy word. 
Possess our minds, O Lord, with such a deep sense and 
firm persuasion of the important truths which are there 
made known to us, as shall powerfully influence and reg- 
ulate all our thoughts, words, and actions. 

But while we celebrate thy goodness towards us, we 
have cause to be ashamed of our own conduct. We have 
great reason, O Lord, to be humbled before Thee on 
account of the coldness aud insensibility of our hearts ; 
the disorder and irregularity of our lives: and the prev- 
alence of worldly and carnal affections within us. Too 
often have we indulged the passions and appetites which 
we ought to have opposed and subdued, and have left our 
duty unperformed : and we find a daily occasion to la- 
ment our proneness to corrupt inclinations and sinful 
lusts, and our reluctance to the practice of what is agree- 
able to thy will. O Lord, be merciful to us miserable 
sinners, and forgive us for thy Son Jesus Christ's sake. 
Produce in us deep and unfeigned repentance for oar- 
manifold transgressions ; and a lively faith in that Saviour 
who hath died for our sins, and risen again for our justifi- 
cation. And may thy pardoning mercy be accompanied 
with the sanctifying influences of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may no more sin against Thee ; but may live from 
henceforth as becomes the redeemed of the Lord, and the 
candidates for a happy immortality. Put thy fear into 
our hearts, that we may never more depart from Thee. 
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May thy blessed will set bounds to our desires, and regu- 
late all our passions. May our affections be fixed, not on 
present objects, but on those which are unseen and eter- 
nal. Convince us more effectually of the vanity of this 
world, and its utter insufficiency to make us happy ; of the 
Tileness of sin, and its tendency to make us for ever mis- 
erable ; of the value of our souls, and the awfulness of 
that everlasting state, on the borders of which we are 
standing: and may we be serious and diligent in our 
preparation for death and judgment. 

We desire this morning to offer Thee the sacrifice o^ 
thanksgiving, for the watchful care of thy Providence 
exercised over us during the past night. We laid us 
down to sleep, and, blessed be thy name, we have arisen 
in safety. May the lives which Thou hast mercifully 
prolonged be devoted entirely to thy service. Gracious- 
ly continue thy protection and favour to us this day. 
Save us from sin, we beseech Thee, and from all other 
evils, if it be thy blessed will. Enable us faithfully to 
perform every relative duty under an abiding sense of 
thy presence and of our accountableness to Thee. May 
we, as a family, dwell together in peace and unity. May 
we put away from us every angry and discordant passion ; 
and loving Thee with a supreme affection, may we love 
each other with pure hearts fervently. Preserve us, O 
Lord, from the influence of those temptations to which 
we are daily exposed. Make us daly sensible of our own 
weakness, that our hearts may be raised to Thee, in hum- 
ble and fervent supplications, for the needful supplies of 
grace and strength. When we are in company, may it 
be our care to do and to receive as much good as possi- 
ble. When we are alone, may we remember that our 
heavenly Father is with us ) and may this thought excite 
in us an earnest desire to act as in thy sight. 



274 EVENING PRATER FOR A FAMILY. 



Maj all maokiod be visited with tlie light of the 
gospel ; and maj its inflQence be more widely diffused 
in this land. In tender mercj regard all who are m ai^ 
fliction, of whatever kind. Grant unto our dear friends 
and relations, every Messing which Thorn Jcnowest to be 
needful for them. May they and we experience thy 
favour in this life, and in the world to come, life ever- 
lasting. 

We offer up these our imperfect prayers, in the name 
of our only Mediator and Advocate, Jesus Christ Our 
Father, &c. 



EVENING PRAYER FOR A FAMILY- 

ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, in whom we 
live, and move, and have our being : to thy tender compaS'- 
sion are we indebted for all the comforts of the present life, 
and for the hopes of that which is to come. We bless 
thy great goodness, for the measure of health which we 
have this day enjoyed ; for our food and raimeni; for 
our peace and safety ; for our domestic and social enjoy- 
ments ; for the use of our reason ; and for the opporta- 
nitiea of religious improvement, with which we have 
been favoured. 

But above all, we acknowledge with thankful adora- 
tion, thine inestimable love, in sending thy Son Jesus 
Christ into the world, to die for our sins, and to rise 
again for our justification. To this love we owe thy 
forbearance with us, thine unwearied patience towards 
us, the gracious invitations of thy word, thy promises of 
pardon, reconciliation, and eternal life, and the -gift of 
thy Holy Spirit, to renew our fallen natures, and to ena- 
ble us to perform thy righteous will. Here, O Lord, 
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in thy presence would we bewail our careledsness and in- 
consideration in time past, and the innumerable sins 
whereby we hare provoked Thee to withdraw thy ten- 
der mercies from us, and to abandon us to the natural 
blindness and hardness of our hearts. 

Our lives, even during the day which is now draw- 
ing to a close, have little corresponded with tMie obli- 
gations which our christian profession lays upon us, and 
which, by our baptismal engagement, we have solemnly 
promised to fulfil. We have loved the world more than 
God ; and we have been pursuing its vain and worthless 
objects, far more eagerly than the glory and the treas-^ 
ures of thy kingdom. How little, O Lord, have we felt 
the force of gratitude to Thee and to Christ, as the ani- 
mating spring of our obedience! How little have we 
been restrained by thy fear, and by the recollection of 
thy presence^ from transgressing thy commandments ! 
How little has it ever been in our thoughts and inten- 
tiwis to please Thee, and to do thy will ! O Lord lay not 
our sins to our charge. Be merciful, we beseech Thee, 
to our unrighteousness, through the blood of the Lamb 
of God which was shed for the sins of the world. Re- 
member not against us, O Lord, the vanity of our 
thoughts, the errors of our judgment, the pride of our 
spirit, the inbrdinateness of our desires, the violence of 
our passions, the inconstancy of our resolutions, the self- 
ishness of our motives, or the unworthiness of cur ends. 
Let not the time we have wasted, the talents we have 
misapplied, or the 'grace we have abused ; let not our 
unkindness to others, nor our ingratitude to Thee, rise 
up in judgment against us. 

But grant unto us thy gracious pardon for the past ; 
and bestow on us the grace of thy Holy Spirit, to renew 
us in body, soul, and spirit, and to enable us to amend 
our lives, according to thy holy word. Inspire us, O 
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Lord, with such an affecting sense of thy love to ns, as 
may powerfally excite our lore to Thee, and produce in 
OS a greater earnestness, zeal, and diligence, in all our 
duty. May thy favour be the great object of our desire 
and pursuit, and by thy grace, may we be restored to 
such a lively image of thyself in ail righteousness, purity, 
goodness, and truth, that we may have an abiding testi- 
mony of thy love. May the holy dispositions of Jesus 
Christ be formed within us, that we may walk in all humil- 
ity, meekness, patience, contentedness, and self-denial, 
and make an entire surrender of our souls and bodies to 
thy holy will and pleasure. May Christ reign in our 
hearts, that we may no longer live to ourselves but to 
Him ; and that the life we lead in the flesh, may be by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved us, and gave him- 
self for us. And the same mercies which we implore 
for ourselves, we desire also for the rest of mankind, es- 
pecially for all who are called by the name of Christ 
May the ministers of Christ guide their flock with true 
wisdom and fidelity ; and may the people follow their 
godly counsels. May the rich have compassion on the 
poor, and learn to trust, not in uncertain riches, but in 
the living God. May the poor of this world be rich in 
faith and a contented spirit, and heirs of thy kingdom. 
Give thy grace to husbands and wives, parents and chil- 
dren, masters and servants, that in their several relations, 
they may so behave themselves, as to adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all things. May all who are en- 
deared to us, by whatever ties, be dear to Thee, and have 
their final portion with the saints in thy glorious king- 
dom. And now thai we are about to lay ourselves down 
to rest, receive us, O Lord, into thy gracious protection. 
Refresh us with comfortable sleep ; and when we awake 
in the morning, may our first thoughts be directed to 
Thee, our merciful Preserver. Defend us from the 
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powers of darkness, and from all evil accidents : and may 
our minds enjoy such delightful views of Thee and of 
thy glory, and be so weaned from this world, that we 
may be willing, at thy call, to depart hence, and to be 
with Christ. Hear, O Lord, these our imperfect prayers, 
which we present unto Thee, in the name, and through 
the mediation of Jesus Christ. Our Father, &c. 



FOR A FRIEND AT SEA.* 

O THOU, who aft the everlasting God ; the Creator 
of the ends of the earth: We know Thou art the God of 
the sea bs well as the land ; for Thou makest the clouds 
thy chariot, and the dark waters thy pavilion. The el* 
ements obey thy voice, and all nature is subject to thy 
control. With humble confidence we approach Thee, 
and entreat thy protecting care in behalf of our friend, 
who is now exposed to the dangers of the ocean. We 
kno^ not what things await him, nor can we tell the 
dianges, through which he may be called to pass — ^but 
to Thee we commend him, — and wherever he may be, 
and under whatever circumstances placed, implore for 
him thy presence and blessing. Preserve his life and 
health ; and if at any time, he should be threatened with 
sudden destruction, O hear Thou his cry, and turn not 
away thine ear from his entreaties^ but save him from 
death ; that he may live to praise Thee, and to make 
mention of thy goodness, in the congregation of thy peo- 
ple. And if he shall return no more to us, may we meet 



♦ With a little variation, the same form may be used for one who 
it foing to sea, or for a number of personfi. 
24 
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him ID heaven — ^which we ask, for the sake of onr Lord 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glorj for ever. Amen* 



-000-000- 



ON THE RETURN OF A FRIEN1> 
FROM SEA. 

O GOD, Thoii art good, and Thou doestgood, and thy 
tender mercies are over all the works of thy hands. 
We thank Thee for the privilege of addressing thy 
throne at all times, and offering unto Thee the grateful 
homage of our hearts. — ^And, now that Thou hast heard 
our prayer, and returned in safety, our friend from the 
dangel% of the mighty deep, we desire to render Thee 
the tribute of praise and thanksgriving. While others 
have gone out to return no more, he has been spared ; 
and while those who were dear to them, are weeping 
with sorrow, we are filled with joy. help us to testi- 
fy our gratitude, by the holiness of our lives — and to 
show by our obedience to thy will, that we are truly 
thankful for thy favours. Through all the remaining 
vicissitudes of our earthly state, may we trust in Thee — 
and in death, be enabled to commit our souls to Him, 
who hath loved us, and given himself for us, and to whom 
as unto a faithful Creator, with the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit, be all glory for ever. Amen. 



PRxVYER FOR A FAMILY, TO BE 
USED IN A TIME OF WAR. 

ETERNAL, and Almighty Lord God ! Thou lirest 
and reignest for ever and ever, aod art disposipg all 
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